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"IPI IP ET LEA IIDIDEIT DIL I ELIA 


To the Right Honourable 


Sir Robert Viner 
Knight and Baroner, 
Lord Major of the City of 


LONDOM. 


Right Hon®'s 


SPagalvie Providence 
S > X- 


q Þ} deſigning a Spe - 
PF 4 cial Kindneſs to 

= this Metropolis, 
(for the advancement of Its 
Welfare) demonſtrated it, 
AL. by 


T he Epiſtle 
by the impatient longing of 
Her Sons for your Lord- 
ſhips EleCtion to the Preto- 
1:ay Chair ; inwhich, You 
were lately fixt by the moſt 
Unanimous Acclamations, 
and Solemn Joy of all Inge- 
nuous Spirits. 
They well knew, how 
_ Eminently the God of all 
Grace had qualified your 
Perſon for Government 0- 
ver this Renowned City. 
| The Obſcure Author 
| - (therefore )) of this weak 
Eflay, 


Dedicatory, 


Eſſay, humbly craves your 
Pardon for hisPreſumption 
in ſheltring it under the 
wing of 1ſo Judicious a Pa- 
tron, But your Honor's 
Courteous reception, and 
Equal Encouragement of 
All the Lovers of Vertue, 
begets an hope, T hat this 
honeſt Deſign to win Souls 
over to Chriſt, by ſodeſpi- 
ſed a Method, as a Perſwa- 
fiveto a Weaned Self-de- 
nying Frame; may receive 
Lifeand Acceptation from 
1 yg the 


The Fpiſile. 
the favourable Caſt of your 
eye upon an Argument ſo 
unpleating to the World's 
_ Fondlingsand Admurers. 
Your Vertuous Diſpo- 
ſition hath ſet an Eminent 
Pattern , of that Weaned 
Frameherein jejunely dif- 
courſed of. For your Chri- 
(tan Humility ſgnalrzes 
your Real Worth ; upon 
which, your political Gran- 
dure only Warts, as the Or- 
namental Shadowing of 
ſome rare Beauty , which 
needs 


4” 


Dedicatory. 


needs not any Artificial 


Commendation. 

Your Contempt of the 
glittering Imbelliſhments 
of the World, and reſolute 
Averſation from lts ſenſual 
Blandiſhments & Delights, 
is ſufficiently known and 
demonſtrated. 

But I deſiſt from ſpeak- 
ing I ruthinthis kind, be- 
cauſe You have an Humble 
opinion of your Self; and 1 
would not put Your Mo- 
deity as much tothe Gl4/ſh, 


A4 as 


The Epiſlle 
as(I tear)my Weaning diſ- 
courſe will prove anAppale- 
ng Alarm to perſons whol- 
ly Devoted to the purſuit 
of Senſual Enjoyments, and 
the ſordid Humor of Aﬀe- 
cting tobe flattered, 

The Author heartily 
wiſhes, that the Heavenly 
Diſcip line of Chriſt's SPI- 
rit may allure All Men to 
the love of Evangelical 
Selt-denyal. T his would 
Promote and Secure their 
Beſt Everlaſting Intereſt,by 

a 


Dedicatory. 


' a vigorous purſuit of the 
\ Real State of Bleſſedneſs; 
In which, that your Lord- 
ſhips Perſon may be pre- 
ſerved and eſtabliſht, isthe 
fervent Prayer of him who 
Dutifully remains, 


Your Honors humble, and 


Deeply obliged Servant, 


S. S, 


% = _ 
A ! 
Fa 
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T © HE 
Chriſtian Reader. 


Uch u Natures tender Care for 
the Univerſe, that thoſe Births 
prove of the moſt Benign Influ- 
ence to the Babe, wnoſe Parent 
expires in Travel, Thus, Di- 

vine Providence D-lights to 
diſplay his Power and Gooancſs where cn- 
vious Death meſt Conflicts, as Gontriving 
to exert It's deepeſt. Sting. May the 

Conception ard Edition of this Weak E- 

ſay obtain the Bleſſing of the Spirit of the 

£oly Feſus: Then, That Paroxyſm of pain 
which ſcized on the Author in Preachins 
on part of this Argument (and poſſibly be- 
gat a fainter reception of it ) will bc over- 
ruledto an Advantaze, in the livily and 


; aecp : 


To the Reader. 


deep gy the Heart, what at fir(# 


| with ſome 


oughneſs beat upon the 
Ear. The Author cannot but apprehend, 
how unacceptable Weaning-Counſcl is to 


{| perſons addited to Senſuality ; eſpecially, 


when conjoyned with Covetouſneſs, which is 


' 4 Teſty Vice, as almoſt Univerſally grown 
' tn Faſhion, Yet the Father of Spirits is 


able ſo to Diſciplinate , aud Change the 
Hearts of voluptuous Epicures, and the 
WorldsV otaries,that ever Such ſhall be Re- 
coxciled to a Good Opinion of, and Imbrace 
the Seemingly -bitter Severities of aWean- 
ed State. | 

This was the chief Encouragement 
in expoſing this Eſſay, (though of umn- 
comely and unpoliſht Features) unto Pub- 
lick view. Otherwiſe, 1s 4 wounded diſpi- 
rited Deer bleeds to Death in ſome Shrub ; 
fo, this Diſcourſe of Spiritual Wean- 
ing, had been ſlifled under the Shrowd of a 


. faint-hearted Obſcurity , rather than have 


aaventured to Liſp out ſuch unwelcome Ad- 


vice to the Worlds Fendlings and admiring 
» Paramours. . Ip 


To the Reader, 

May the Bleſſiug of Heaves affift every 
Izſpedtor of this Eſſay , in applying, and 
zmproving of the Kules herein contained, 
for the Acquiring and promoting of an E- 
vangelical Self-denying Frame. Thus,be- 
zng aaily Converſant and Skilful in this 
Myſtery, your hearts will be Abſtrafted 
from liffning to the Worlds alluring-Charms 
and Eftranged from purſuing Its vexati- 
ous Vanitics, 

The Vanity and wantonneſs of our hearts, 
which ſunk into a Senſual Life by Apoſtacy 
from the Cheifeſt Good, infuſed a Potſonous 
Tindture and bewitching Charm into the 
External Creation, which was Innocent 
and ſafe ts Converſe with, by its Primi- 
tive laſlitution : Yet by ſerious Reflection 
on the impatient Abſurd longings of our 
humor ſome Curioſity, we might redtify, and 

et boundaries to their Exorbitancies. 

This David poured out the Waters of 
Bethlehem before the Lord, with as great 
an Abhorrency, as He had before expreſt 
an Homicidial Raſhaeſs, in jeoparding the 
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To the Reader 


Lives of thoſe three mighty Men,by break- 
ing thorow the Hoſt of the Philiſtins to ob- 
tain it. If we would pot buy our Pleaſures 
with the danger or deſtruition of our Souls , 
let us argue it coolely, and in ſober ſadneſs 
> with our hearts,when our Luſts grow Ram- 
pant. Let us ſay as David, Are pot theſe 
the Price of Bloud 2 Itis cert aun they will 
prove ſuch: Either of G brit®s/Blood,ts expli- 
ate our voluptuous Surfetts, or of our Own, 
to expoſe Us to deſtruction, if' we Continue 
\, to gratifie our Fl:ſh-pleafing Senſuality a- 
} 2azrſe all Rules of Sobriety, aud the di- 
ctates of Right Reaſon, which ſhould bri- 
 dle and ſubdue them, 

How do moſt Men impoſe a Cheat upon 
their Souls, while they Symbolically only 
ſeek and expeit Heaven , being Cuito- 
marily buried with their Faces upward ; 
yet while they live, they are not aſhamed to 
lye bruitiſhly grovelling with their Aﬀecti- 
ons on the Barth! Mynes which are hid 
under ground, tempt their thoughts , and 
commit a Rape npon their Souls, when the 
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To the Reader. 

everlaſting Joys of Heaven, (becauſe un- 
ſeen) are deſpiſed by them; Thus the un- 
righteous Mammon ts Worſhipt as a Det- 
ty! Yet the very natural form of Mzzerals 
which grow (as Sennertus reports) iz the 
ſhape of Serpents and of Hairs, might fore- 
warn them of thoſe miſchievous temptations, 
which Poiſon and Suffocate all Generous 
diſpoſitions Goaward, 

But weaned Chriſtians foreſee.and dread 
a deſtructive ſuare even in thoſe inticing 
Objeits, which Worldlings inſhrine in their 
hearts; ſo far are Saints from paying any 
Homage (but rather an Holy Scorn) toward 
whatever acfiles and corrupts the Conſci- 
ence,' or diſpirits. and divides the Heart 
from the Fountain of pure Celeſtial Foy. 

Let as. therefore, as we would demon- 
ffrate our ſelves to be Divinely Born from 
Above, mot lift up our hearts to Vanity, but 
zo the Lords Statutes by a ſworn Allegiance. 
Ler us not ſuffer Earthly-mindedneſs to 
grow in Faſhion, when the moſt durable 
Comforts in the W, orld paſs away as a Fa- 


ſhiox, Be 


To the Reader. 


Be weancd and eſtranged fr om the An- 
tick Cuſtoms, Gorrupt Examples, and Scn- 


ſual Enjoyments of the d:generate World. 


So ſhall you Drvinely Careſs your Souls, 
by training them up under the Scverities 
of an Holy Diſcipline. | 

Tow ſhall not by any Hurry-Cane of 


$ Temptation from without, or exorbitant 
* Paſjuons from within, be ſhaken from. the * 
| Center of true Reſt, by deluſion in your 


Comforts, or Impatiency in your ſufferings. 


; You ſhall poſſeſs ex ſecure your Souls,as to the 
+ Excellency of their Divine Conſtitution, in 
© zhe quick, azd clear Sextiment of Celeſtial 


Foys, by a regular Conception of the Real 
Worth of whatever is ſuggeſted to their 
Fancy. Tou ſhall become Impregnable in 


ſencere reſolutions, to maintain a Heavenly 
Converſation, and ſhall obtain an Heroick 
Fortitude under all your Tryals. You ſhall 


Exerciſe a Rational Dominion over all 


» Bruitiſh Paſſions, which deſtroy all truc 


Tranquility of mind, and Foy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Thus promoting aWeaned Frame, 
you 


2 ORE 


To the Reader. 
you ſhall be prepared and made meet tobe re- 
ceived with a triumphant F eftivity into the 
Serene and Glorious Boſome of the bleſſed 
Feſus, who ts the perfect Archetype of Self- 
denial, and the Univerſal-Difſuſive-Genter 
of true Felicity. To which State, that you 
may arrive, is the unfeigned defire of Him, 
who counts it his Duty ana Privileds to be, 
and remain, | 


Your Chriſtian Friend, 
and Monitor in the Lord 


S. I. 


ERRA4AT 4. 

ag. 9.1. 8. f. command r. commend.” P. 116. 0. 22. 

/. crum 1, Crumbe. 7. 131. l. 27. f. b2come Saints, 

r. Saints become. P. 132. l. 29. fo Eannot r. Cannot, P. 
137.1. 18. f. Chocic r. Choiſe. P. 138. /. 11. f. Caudi- 
dates r. Candidates. 7. 143. {-7. f. not ſo, r. not ſo much. 
There arc ſome other ſmall Errata's, which the Author 
defires the Reader to mend with his Pen. 


Pſal. 131. V. 2,7. 


' Surely I have behaved and quieted my 
1 ſelf as a Child that is weaned of his Mother, 
! my Soul is even as a weaned Child. 


Let Iſrael hope in the Lord, from hence- 


: forth and for ever, 
Searcher of all Hearts, to con- 


| 
: 7h tutc and wipe off that malici- 
' > $ A ous ſlander; that he was an 
ASDSTESy underminer of SarPs Regal 
Authority 3 and an ambitious Projector ro 
ſnatch the Crown from his Head. 
Now ſaid he, what Plots can a weaned Chil 
contrive in its Head? 1 do not bufie my ſelf 
in Myſteries of State, nor deal in the protound 
Politicks of the World. 
{ Lord I Appaalto thy alſea:ching Eye, who 
| knoweſt all ſecrets whatſozver, that my Heart 
B Fo 


DE Hoſe words are Davids Apolo- 
gctical Appeal to God, the 
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(2) 
is rot haughty, nor mine Eyes lofty, Theſes 
in the caſting « f them, ſpeak out much of the 
frame of the Soul; 


forth Pride, Malice, and Luſt. 

Sobriety, a modeſt look, without Heart-Hu- 
mility, is Hypocrifie'z and Lowlineſs of Heart 
wichout a modeſt Deportment, is but a rude 
Profeſſion. 

In. the Words are two General Parts. 

1. David's Protefiation, under the Form of 
an Oath; thus ſome read the Words; If T have, 
or, as I have behaved my ſelf as a weaned-Child , 
then or in ſo doing, let the Lord vindicate my 
Integrity from falſe Aſperſions. So let the 
Lord deal by me, as I have in uprightneſs ſup- 
prcli all Proud Aſpiring Imaginations and De- 
fiens. | 

Obſ: We ſhould be on good and ſure Grounds 
in all thoſe Appeals and Proteſtations which 
we make of our Hearts in the Frame and Wot- 


' king of them as in the fight of God, who is the 


Heart-ſ{earcher, and Avenger of all Hopocri- 
fie. | 
Obſ. 2- David's Soul was firſt weaned by 
the Diſcipline of God's Spirit, before he could 
behave himſelf as a! weaned Child in the {cve- 
ral afflictive occurrences of his Life. 
Grace muſt firtt be implanted in the Heart, 
tq quiet and ſubdue its mutinous Paftions, and 
in@r- 


They are the Heraldry of 
the Mind : By the eyes we exprefs and dart . 


(3) 


jinordinate affe&ions, before the outward Con- 
verſation can be rectityed. 

The Lord can take no delight in the proud 
Heart of a froward Sinner. 

Yet a Saint may without Preſumption plead 
thus: Lord, own me for thy Child, for I am 
one of thy Weanlings, therefore come and take 
dclight in thine own Work. 

David appeals to God, concerning his ſelf- 
denying.frame, as an evident Sign and Seal of 
his Approbation and Promotion. 

Obſ. Betore the Lord beſtow great enjoy- 
ments of the Creature upon his Servants, he pre- 
pares them by a weaned Frame of Heart, (ſo as) 
to be indifferent about Worldly things. 

My Soul. | David was a firong Man in Chriſt, 
not a Babe, who thus profeſi himſelf as a wean- 
cd Child. 

OB. Tt rcquires not only Truth of Grace, 
but much growth and/proficiency in it, to re- 
ſign up the Hcart to the ſeverities of Mortificati- 
on, and conſtant Diſcipline of Self-denyal. 

Obſ. David ſays not my Soul is only meck 
and humble as a Child, but ſubmiſſive,as 2 
weaned Child, to every Divine Diipenſation , 
though never ſo harſh and bitter 3 yea he riſes 
higher, Profcſſing himſelt to be evex as a wean- 
cd Child in all and every Reſpect. 

The Rule of God's Word and Command is a 
ſiricter Pattern of ſelf-denial than any Earthly 

B 2 Type 
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(4) 
Type of weaning. No weanling from the Breſt 
thould outſtrip a Saint in point of Mortitication 
roward linful ſenſual Delights, or Creature-en- 
joymcnts. | 

Again, David compares himſelf to a Child 
which is Paflively weaned, not which weans 7 
ſelf, Weaning 1s not any pleaſant Act of the 
Childs own fceking or effecting, 

Obſ. Mortitication of ſinful unruly Paſſions 
and inordinatc affe&ions,is a Soul-rexew-4d-ſtate, 
bitter and declined by us at firſt, we are meerly 
Paticnts under this Holy violence, and Soul-{a- 
ving ſeverity 3 we are unwilling and #xable to 
eftect in it our ſelves, 

Again, David compares himſelf to a Child 
weaned of his M»ther, not by ſome mercenary 
Nurſe, who being ſervile in the task proves of- 
ten as froward and teaſty as the Child. 

OBJ. Saints ſhould ſubmit to the difhculty of 
a weaned Frame with a quiet Heart, becauſe 
the Lord defigns it out of Wiſdom, and carrj- 
ethiton with great tenderneſs and Compaſli- 
ON. 

The weancd Child is not foreotten, much leſs 
forſaken, or caft offf Weaning, is an Act and 
Srate of neceſlity and deep aftection, ratherthan 
of neglect or diſclizem. 

Hercby it grows up into a more ſolid know- 
ledy, of, and more aft-ctionate acquaintance 
with the Parents 
Should 


(5) 

Should Children always lic foaking at che 
Breaſt, they would not grow 1o firong nor 
ſpritely to perform ſervice to their Parents, they 
would not be apt to take downymore ſolid 
Food. 

Saints may be froward at preſent, becauſe 
they underttand not the advantages of this pitti- 
ful ſeverity 3 yet atterwards they ſhall know and 
comply with the Lord's Delign in weaning 
them. - 

Thus Chriſt informed Peter, that there was a 
Myſtery in his condefcention to waſh the Dil- 
Ciples Feet, the better to induce Peter s com- 
pliance with it. Thus David produces his ex+ 
perience, and makes afſſuxance thereof, to the 
whole Spiritual Seed of Tſrael ; that the Lord 
means no harm but much Spiritual advantage 
to his Children, though he cxprets much ſeve- 
Tity in weaning them. 

Obſ. Saints ought to quicken one anothers 
Graces and Comforts, by holding forth their 
mutual examples and experiences. . 

As if David had ſaid, upon the whole mat- 
ter thus: Lord, hereby I gathered or interred 
an Evidence, that thou wouldcſi advance me to 
the Throne, and undertake the Protcction, 
Care and Conduct of me, b:cauſfe I have beha- 
ved my {elt as a Weaned Child. I kept my Spi- 
rit low and humblez I did not affe& nor hunt 
after great things for my ſelf; I was very indit- 

B 3 fcrent 


| (6) 
ferent as to the outward enjoyments of the 
World. Thou haſt heapt them on me without 
my feeking. Thou didſt prepare me to injoy 
with an humble thankful Heart, thoſe accom- 
modations which I could have bcen content to 
have been cut ſhort of. 

Lord, thou knoweſt how TI have carried to- 
wards thee as a weaned Child. Thou alſo haſt 
acted towards me as a tender indulgent Parent, 
giving me what I could have born the denial 
of. Thercfore by my Example let Iſrael hope 
in the Lord, even when he is ſuatcht from the 
Breaſts of worldly enjoyments. O! let Saints 
learn to live more dependently upon the Lords 
immediate Providence , who thus rewards the 
ſelf-denial of his weaned Children. 

Thi is the ſcope and intended meaning of the 
Words. 

ns main DoGctrine which I ſhall proſecute 
15 this. 

DoF. Every Chriſtian ſhould labour to get and 
maintain the Frame and Carriage of a weaned 
Child. 

In proſperity to fit looſe from Worldly com- 
forts an! enjoyments. In Adverfity to quiet and 
compoſe their*pirit under all the ſaddeſfi,ſevereſt 
Diipenſations which the Lord inflicts. 

Or, *tis the Duty, Character, and Diſpoſition 
of : very real Saint, by Faith and Self-denial, to 
quict their ſpirits under the neareſt and deepeſt 
T ryals. 4: By 


C7) | 

By Faith we mult live oz Chriſt's Alſufficien- 
cy in greateſt ſtraits. By Self-denial we mult 
live to Chriſt by maintaining, an equal indiffe- 
rency of Spirit eirher. to retain or refign our 
Comfortable enjoyments as the ſupream Lord 
ſhall diſpoſe of the. 

It becomes-not that Maſculine Heroical Grace 
of Faith, to produce every petty ſervice as a 
Dcemonltration of its Ingenuity. 

Abrahams Tryal, was no chcap Ac of Reli- 
gion, when he was called to the toot of God, to 
leave his native Country, and becomea Pilgrith 
in che Land of Promiſe. 

Yet in weaning him from bis Beloved Iſaac, 
ſo as to require him to offer him up for a Sacri— 
fice 3 This toucht ſeverely upon the very Bow- 
cls of Natural Aﬀection, yea, it fecmed to offer 
violence to his Faith, and the very veracity of 
that Divinc Promiſe, that in 1ſzac ſhould all 
Nations be called and hlcfled. 

Q the height, length, depth, and breadth of 
this Iryal ! None could lawfully impoſe ſuch a 
Command but God, nor could any ſo quick- 
ly and fully have Anſwered it but an 4bra- 
ham, whence he deſerved the Title of the Fa- 
ther of the Faithful. 

He ſtood not demurring, much leſs murmur- 
ed at the Command, but thus he expreſt the In« 
nocency and weaned ſcit-denyal of his H-art. 


B 4 What 


(3) 

What is it, O Lord, that thou calleſt for ? is 
it my only begotten Son Iſaac, the Staff of my 
oldAge?I love him dearly,but thee tranfcendent- 
ly ; therefore he ſhall be no Corrival. I obtain- 
cd him by believing, and I ſhall not loſe him by 
obeying, | 

Though I bea Father, thou art God; and 
what I owe to my Child, muſt alway be checket 
and limited by what I owe to thee. 

My Natural affe&tion muſt and ſhall give place 
to my Spiritual ſpecial Duty. 

Though I kill him, thou canſt quicken him 3 
Though I may part with my Son, yet I can 
never loſe ny Tſaa:. For thy Promiſe; is ſure 
me evermore, that in 1/aac ſhall my Seed be cal- 
Jed. 
Thus Abraham reconciPd by a weaned 
Frame the ſeeming contradiction of the Com- 
mand to the immutability of the Promiſe , 
and choſe rather to be held Guilty of Murther, 
by the verdict of ſenſe and carnal reaſon, than 
to be taxt of mental Idolatry, in an over-fond 
Afﬀedtion to his Iſaac. 

He let God alone to perform his Word, while 
himſeif kept an eye upon his Duty. 

Do you go and imitate the Father of the 
Faithful. 1 mean not in the ſame ſpecihical at- 
tempt, for it was only a Command by way of 
Tryal, impoſed by the lawful ftamp of Divine 
Authority, No ſuch Revelation 15 now to be 
expcctcd 


(9) 
expected; yet the general and implicite equity 
of it binds all andevery Chriſtian, that we 
ſhould alway retain a fixt weaned Frame, to 
mortifie all inordinate Creature-Love 3 and rea- 
dily torekign up our neareſt and dearelt injoy- 
ments, when the Supream Lord ſhall impoſe 
the Tryal. 

So ſhall you juſtific the Truth, and command 
the ſtrength of your Faith, as Abraham did his 
by Selt-denjal, and obtain the Title of a real 
Friend of God. | 

Such are content that the Will of the Lord 
ſhould be ſerved rpoy them as well as done by 
them, or the promiſes tulhilled for them 

Now for fuller explication of the Nature of 
this weaned Frame, I ſhall ſhew, 

1, Wherein it doth conhſt. 

2, How Natural and Spiritual weaning 2- 
gree and differ. 

3. The Reaſons, why we ſhould thus quict 
our Spirits as weaned Children. 

4+ I ſhall produce ſome diſcoveries of a coun - 


, terfeit weaning, which paſſes for real and ge- 


nuine. | 

5. I ſhall lay down the true Character or de- 
{cription of a weaned Saint. 

6. Some Motives or Arguments to perſwade 
to a weaned Frame. 

7. and Latily, I ſhall lay in ſome Principles or 
Rules, whereby we may get and maintain ſuch 
an 


| (10) 
an Evangelical Sclf-deny ing diſpoſition. 

For the Firlt. 

I. It is the Judicious Eleive Frame of evec- 
ry Regenerate perſon, whereby he doth with a 
ſupernatural Paticnce ſilence the mutinous mur- 
muiing Paſſions of his Soul under the ſaddeſt 
methods which Divine Wiſdom makes uſe of, 
to eſtrange and mortific his fond inordinateLove 
to every Lawful , much more ſinful enjoy- 
ment. 

Or,it is ſuch a State in Grace, not in Nature, 
whereby the Heart is wrought not only to a pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion, but a. chearful complacential 
rejoycing in whatever the Lord requires or dif- 
penſes for the Tryal of its Love and fincere O- 
bedience, both Active and Paſſive. 

Or, it 1s a choice Chriſtian Frame, received 
from our Union and Communion with Chrill, 
and the anointing of his Spirit, whereby we 
renounce our Carnal Wiſdom, our troward per- 
verſc Will, and all inordinacy of fond overva- 
luing, , and aftccting of Creature-enjoyments- 

Thus we refign al we are and have, to the 
Sovercign, Wile, and Holy diſpoſal of the 
Lord. [4 

Hereby we teſtifie the ſincerity, ſtrength, and 
perſeverance of -our Love, as preferring, the 
Lord alone to our delight before any Competi- 
tor whatſoever, 
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Natural and Spiritual weaning, agree in theſe 
Reſpects. 

1, A weaned Child is very humble, It hath 
no proud Heart atteſted by any ſcorntul look or 
peeviſh Carriage. They expreſs no boaſting 
Language to the diſdain of others. | 

So a Saint is weaned from an overfond con- 
ceit of his own Worth ard Excellency. Vain 


| Man would be wiſe, he would pals for ſuch in 


the Opinion of himſclt and others, 

But the power of Renewing Grace lays him 
Jevel with the Duſt, Betore he walkt in a vain 
ſhow, ftrutting and applauding, himſelf in the 
tinkling of his own imaginary excellencics, yet 
by Conyerting Grace, the, Top-Gallant ot his 
ſclf-deifying Pride 1s laid proftrate at the foot 
of Chriſt, 1n admiring only the Riches of free 
Grace, and the umputed Righteouſneſs of a Savi- 
our. 

"2. Weanlings cxpreſs more of Contentation 
than of Contention or diſcontent. 

All frowardneſs of Spirit flows from Pridc. 
But you may deal with a weaned Child as you 
pleaſe. Tum tit upfide down, ſirip it of its 
Ornaments, it ſubmits, it doth not revile nor 
ſpurn. | 

Soa weaned Saint complics with, yea reve- 
rences, welcomes and imbraces every change and 
turn of Providence. He expoltulates' not with 
the Supream Lord and abſolute Potter , who 
| hath 
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hath an uncontrouled Dominion over his Per- 
ſon, State, and Condition in the World. 

Thus Aaroz repined not to ſtrip himſelf of 
his Pricſtly Robes, and inveſt Eleazar with 
them, though it were folemnized with his own 
Immcdiate diſſolution. - His ambition was ſub- 
ducd, and his affections mortified to the Pride 
of Life. 

Thus Moſes dycd at the Mouth of the Lord, 
at the Word of his Command, being fatisfyed 
only with a Proſpcct of Cana, as the reward 
of his Faithful tedious condudt of thae muti- 
nous Pcople even to the Borders of the pleaſant 
Land. 

Therefore the Lord kift his ſoul out of his 
Body, (as the Rabbins ſpeak : ) He put more 
tignal honour on him , 1n tranſlating him to 
the ſuperlative cffuſtons of his choicelt Love' 
becauſe he fo readily went up to the Mount and 
dyed. 

How was David weaned to a wonderment, 
as it he were at a point whether he dicd in per- 
ſuit of his Rebellious Abſolom, or returned 
1n Triumph as a Conquerer, 2 Sams 15. 25426- 
Tf I ſhall find favour, ec. 

Thus Hezekzah ſaid, Good is the Word anJ 
Work of the Lord, though Iſaiah threatned 
that his Kingly dignity ſhould be ecclipft in the 
future Captivity of his Nation, and that the 
| B abylont- 
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Babylonians ſhoulJl poſſ:fs all his Treafurcs, 
which had been the occaſion of his Pride. | 

3- A weaned Child may bemoan its lots of its 
wontcd delight, in applying to the Breſt, thoſe 
pleaſant Conduits of Nature, yet at lalt it yields 
to the Mothers Act with filence and a quiet 
Frame. | 

So Saints do not expett to be alway indulged 
in their Childiſh will and Appetite only here is 
the difference: A Saint out of a judicious con - 
{ideration, cheartully ſubmits, in preferring a 
weaned State before the higheſt injoyments of 
the Creature. He chooſes for his happineſs to 
behold the Face of God in Righteouſneſs, and 
is ſatisfied with the Image of Chriſt upon his 
Soul. | 

Even in his firſt Converſion, he hath a high 
eſtimation of Chriſt and the things of Eterni- 
ty, yet becauſe the Scale is but a lictle turned by 
a few grains of Faith and Love, he doth not to 
readily draw off his Afﬀections from the 1n- 


| chanting Objedts of this preſent Life. 
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But having attained to a more Maſculine State 
in Chriſtianity, he cſpyes at laſt, a Soul-latisfy- 
ing fulgac(s-even in a weaned Frame it (elf. 

Thus Pal being filled with the Spirit, had 
the comprehenſion of all happinets furnitht out 
unto him, from che Treaſury of Chriſt's alſut- 
fciencyz this weaned him to contentment wit!1 
any thing or norking of the Creature, fo that 
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| he could glory in all Diſtreſles, afd truly aver, 
that he needed not any Gift from the World; for 

» faid he, I am full, I abound, I have all. His | 
Bonds were as Bridal Ornaments, and his very 
nakedneſs and ſtock of ſufferings were preferred 

| before the Wardrobe and Treaſuries of all the 
Kings of Judah. 

4+ A weaned Child repines not,though it ex- 

change Breſt-Milk,which is pleaſant, calie of di- 
geſtion, for harſher and meaner Food 3 Becauſe 
it is not wile cnough to provide for it ſelf, 
therefore of necellity it lives at the finding and 
diſpoſal of the Parent. 

Soa Saint ſubmits his Will to the Wiſdom 
| of Divine Providence, to order and guide his af- 
/ f-&ionsand affairs, to over-rule and controul his 
l inordinate Appetite, He knows that among 
the variety of Eltates jn the World, he might 


miſtake Henbane for wholſome Food, a Stone 
fi tor Bread-Corn, &c. 
# He is afraid when his Deſires grow Feaveriſh 
and voracious, Ict} he thould ſuck Vanity and 
oo | vexation of Spirit from Worldly Peace,Plenty, 
and Proſperity. ' 
| x Theretore he counts it ſafeſt to refer himſelf 
to Divine Wiſdom , who only knows what 
| nouriſhment he can belt digeſt, what State of 
'p Life he can belt manage and improve. 
8: By (elf-Abaſement he puts no confidence in E 
\ his own Wit or Strevgth. He wholly depends 
on 


- by & 


(15) 
on the Lord's care and Favour. He lives by 
Faith upon the Promiſe, and is content with his 
allotted Portion "_ World. He counts hime 
{elit unworthy of rhe leaſt of mercies 3 yea, to 
be quickned up to his Duty by the Rod of God. 
His Will and deſires are circumſcribed & limit- 


# cd by the Wiſdom and Sovereignty of the Lord. 


He can rejoyce when rcduced to a ſtate of empti- 


! neſs and abaſement. 


He doth not preſcribe to the Lord, how he 


' ſhall diſpoſe of him in his Perſon and Relations, 


on" 


' Comforts or Tryals. But is ſutably moulded 


by a ready and chearful compliance, to be caft 
into any form or Condition of Life Divine 
Providence ſhall ſee fir. This doth prove our 
humble and weaned Frame to be fincere : for 
the change of our Condition, and the external 


- Garb of our Profeſſion doth not promote the re- 


al Work of Mortification. 

The ſetled Diſcaſe of Pride and inordinacy 
of Aﬀection to the Creature, mult be carricd 
off by ſound Repentance, Faith in the Purgati- 


, on of Chrilt's Blood 3 by a Sympathetical Con- 


formity to his Death and Reſurre&tion,in a Con- 


* queſt over our ſclves,and the irregulariticsvf our 
hearts, as well as by a profelt contemptuous re- 
-nouncing of all allaring lying Varicics. 


5- The weaned Child is not in ſo great dan- 
gcr to be overlaid. 
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Thus the World in its diſtruſting Cares and 
diſtracting Fears, is a ſiragge ponderous Incr- 
bus or Night-Hag, which oWtr-rides and preſlcs 
its Paramors unto death. 

Senſual Luſts, a Load of Worldly Contrivan- 
ces to be Rich and Great, yea, pleaſing hopes, 
and Senſual Joys , thoſe very Comforts and 
Delights which promiſe as Foſter-Parents, to 
batten us by their flatterics, theſe, even theſe 
betray us.by ſtifling the Seed-Royal of Gracious 
Diſpoſitions and Aﬀections in the Soul. 

But a weaned mortified Chriſtian, can vigo- 


roully caſt off thoſe preſſures of Temptation, | 
the ſuffocating foul humors of Luſting, which | 


like an Incubus ſhotten and obſtruct the free 


breathings of the Spirit of Grace and ſupplica- | 


tion : He can firongly cry out, Abba,Father,ſuc- 


cor me by thy preventing afliſting-Grace, that | 


I may not be overlaid, nor preft to Death 
by ſecular Cares, Comforts, or Delights. 


6. It's a very difficult task to wean offa Child | 


from hankring after the Breſt. 


So ?tis very tedious and painful to corrupt 


Fleſh and Blood, which remains in part unſub- 


ducd in the belt of ,Saints, to have fo greata | 
change made in their unruly Appetite,that what | 


before they loved, now they hate, & contra. 
This is demonltrated, 
1. Becauſe our ſenſual Hearts make great re- 
{iltance to this Renovation in the Spirit. It's as 


death 
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Death to a Carnal heart, becauſe *tis no other 
than the diſſolution of the Carnal-State of a 
Sinner. 

Some are fooner weaned off with the very 
Nod and Bcck of God. But others, mult be 
fiercely dealt withal, as Pazl. 

As the Voice of a Thunder=-lap makes the Hinds 
to Calve and calt forth their young, becaule they 
have very narrow paſſages in Nature: 

So Sinners ar2 averſe from Spiritual weaning, 
therefore uſually, the Spirit of Bondage Uſhers 
it in, by ſome Black, Rod, or Apparitor which 
makes the very ſhadow of Death to fit on our 
Eyec-lids, before our proud Spirits will be tamed 
and brought to hand, by the ſhaking of an ordi- 
nary Rod over us. 

Some the Lord weans by the ſoft gentle whiſ- 


| pers of his Spirit, convincing them of the va- 


nity and emptineſs of the whole Creation. 
Thus the Lords Word ſtood for a Law with 
Levi, who knew neither Father nor Mother, fo 
as to diſpenſe the Divine Law with Carnal- 
fondneſs, and partiality of affection. , 
The powertul Charms of Divine Love, and 


; the Spixitual appearances of the Lord in the 


Luſtfe and Glory of his Alſufhciency and in- 


© finite PcrfeQions, prevail with ſome to fall off 


' notonly from the lagck and Crude Breaſt of the 


Creature, but from the fairck and plumpeſt of 
their Enjoyments. 
Yet 
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Yet neither frowns nor {mnles, neither Blows 
nor Charms of Love, can prevail with ſome 
ſoaking ſcnſualifts to quit the allurements of 
Luſt and the World. 

Feſhurun, who carried . the Title of Up- 
Tightneſs in their very Name , could not be 
weaned from the Garlick and Fleſh-pots of E- 
gypt, but keckt at Manna, at Angels Food 3 yea, 
{narlcd at God himſelf, becauſe their Dog-like 
Appetite was not indulged with Quails. 

They could not be made fond of their great 
Redeemer, nor, did they cleave to him, though 
he broacht the Rock to ſatisfie them as with 
Streams of Honey; rather they waxed Fat and 
kickt , by how much the more they were pam- 
pered and indulged. 

2, The difhculty of Spiritual weaning far- 
ther appears, from the frequent pains and 
firange methods, which the Lord himſclt takes 


to imbittey the Creature, uſing, very ſharp affli- | 
Ctions to draw off our fond affections from an 


Idolatrous doting on the World. 

A ſtrange dulneſs or rather perverſeneſs poſ- 
feſſes us, that we muſt belaſht into our own 
Happineſs, and beaten into an ingenuous Liber- 
ty from the vaſſalage of our Luſts. . ' . 

Lots Wife, though ſhe were fired out of $o- 
doin, yet left her hcart | behind, for ſhe lookt 
back, ſhe Tookt and lookt again, till ſhe became 
(3: ans !tupid as a fione. ; 

Thus 
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: Thus Agrippina"faid of Nero; Octidat modo 
Imperet, Sinners care not if they be damned, fo 
they may not be damnitied in their Worldly In- 
tereſt, —- to 
They will adventare an -Eterhal Excifi- 
on or cuttivg off from the priviledges of Eter- 
nal Life, which is worſe, than a bare Circumci- 
on in the ſoreſt loſs' of their Temporalities, be- 
fore they will cleave to God himfelf tather chan 
the Dinah of this inchanting' World. They 
will part with their Religion , rather than not 
enjoy their Wealth and Honour without hazard 
or diſturbance. © | bs 
Thus we Adore the Creature, ' and thereby 
force the Lord to put on the diſguize of an E- 
nemy, to fright as into a weaned Frarne. 

The Candle of Proſperity muſt be put out,yea, 
the whole Heaven over us muſt mourn in Sack- 
cloth; the Lord muſt deſert us, and leave us to 
the amazement of a wounded Conſcience, before 
we will deſiſt from neſtling in the Boſome of 


' that Creature which we Idolize. 


Again, Satan'and the World, when we ſeem 
to be weancd,renew their acquaintance,, and in- 
ſinuate their allurements afreſh, to reduce us 
to their imbraces . Thus the Child hardly 
cleaves' to the Parent, when the Nurſe ſtydics 
and ftrives to regain the Childs fondneſs by pre- 
ſepting and tempting it with Toyes and Rat- 
tles. | 
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But eyexy Soul which would thorowly-be 
weaned, mui, reſolve in the Lord's Strength, 


not to liſten to Satan's or the. World' S inticing 


Charms, 

Reply, Go- Satan, offer theſe petty Vanities 
to Children; and Fools, who know not what 
the worth of Chriſt, or of an immortal Soul a- 
mount unto,, I. am better'diſciplined in the 
ſevetities. of 'a Holy and Heavenly profeſſion, I 
am not fo fondly in love with Vanity, as to 
purchaſe it with the torment of a wounded 
Conſcience, by betraying of my Loyalty and 
_ the Chaſtity my Soul to Chriſt. 

It is jaſk matter of wonder, with what f nN- 
fu! Reverence, ſordid and abſurd Zeal, Popiſh 
Novicesſwear ſubj<cion to the perverting Rules 
of ſome ſuperſtitious Founder. 

One,devoted to the Commands of his Super- 
intcndent, went barefoot. three Miles thrice in 
the ſame day, to fetch Waterto pour out on a 
dry ſtick. 

Yet let the Spirit of Jeſus atternpt to bring 
as out of Loye with Worldly Vanities, and the 

cuſtoms of phantaſtick ſiuners, how do we cry 
out of this Compaſſionate Diſcipline, as of an 
intolerable ſ(eyerity. 

What pinching Fetters are Chriſt's Righte- 
ous Laws, to the tender,dclicate Luſts of fenſu- 
a! Worldlings. | 
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Let fxch conſider; how dangerous it is;/not to 
comply with the Lord's wearing Methods: '-' *© 
| For as an angry Nutfe throws theFroward 
weanling out of her Atrhis to the'Beds:F&t*: ſp 
the Lord will in toffing5> toſs fuc45 # Balll* in 
toa large and far Country, wheteithe'feverity 
of art Enemy ſhall inſalt over ther; "to break 
their proud Spirits, '2/a.-'22. 15. t6 28. <> © 
7: Though-weaning be' a work of Weulry; 
yetit'muſt be: carried2thorow;!h&anfe tis a 
State very neceſſary-3n{tiot Hidiffexent. -1- EY 
'': Thoſe -Childten whio i ſuck long,” are not fo 
Witty nor (6. vigdrus and aRive; Biſt” 'rtiore 
dull comparatively, -and effeminate , becaitſe 
they have been mate ſach'fondlings. ' - 
The Apoſtle pofſibly-alludes to the itnabnveni- 
ences of remaining: too- long-in the State of 
Babeſhip in Cheifttanity, Heb. 5. 12, 13, 14. 
As'f he had faid;''fo "great is your Spifitnal 
ſleth and dulneſs, in not underftariding' the'My- 
ſteries of the Goſpel, that you'have necd be (er 
to learn'the very Principles of the Chriſtian In- 
{iitution. DET IE 
! 'But the weaned Chriſtian can diſcover the 
Myſtery of Iniquity 3 the grand &keats'of Satan 
and the: World... His faculties and 'affeions 


havea Divine Guſt, or experimental apprehen- 


fon of what is ſuitable to the State of a New 
Crcature, | CLBSEG * 
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. Such.can cry out, Payſon; the Cup, when 
a temptation to fin, though! never ſo {weetly 
ſpiced, 35 amicably preſented to them. - 
| 2-;XPU;.cannot, unjeſs you have a weaned 
Spirit, be, in the leaſt capacity of cloſing with 
Chniſiþy. Faith. Re 

Till we be, eſtranged” from  Creature-Depen- 
dencics, we will not ſtoop, to Glean after. Chriſt 
n- thg;:Ficld of his Righteouſneſs, nor: lie at 

is Feet, as-Rath. at Boazi5,. by an humble Self- 
denyal. - -Sucty need not-ifear,. 'that their Love 
to Chriſt ſhall be deſpiſed;for, he will do all that 
they ſhall; require,; when, he obſerves that. they 
have, quitted atl Corrivals and are heart-fick in 
affection toward: himſelf, by the ſolid: prefe+ 
rence of his. Fevour, befarg all the delights and 
Courtſhip of the-whole Creation--r T 

Thus the. Loxd's Maral's;, his Children 
whom he, weans kn the bitterneſs of their Spi- 
rit, ſhall-become his Naomies,. his' fair Ones,0r 
Spouſes of Pelight : yet firſt they mult be de+ 
{olate in themiclvcs, that they - may ;leaxn! to 
cleave to the Lord as the Centcr of their truſt 
and {atisfachion. This is:the'very Law of their 
Efpouſgls unto Chriſt. '; ; , 1; 

3. Thwe bs an.abſolate neceſſity of this wean= 
cd States, otherwiſe the Spirit of the World,$a+ 
tan; and Luſt, will rule--in: your hearts and 
hold yoa under chcir Vaſſalagee How will every 
pettytemptation worry out your formal & taint 
reliltance ? 
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_ reſiſtance ? Nay, yon will never ſtrike ftroke 
out of the baſe treachery of your fenfual-hearts. 
Your Mouths will rather water after fotbidden 
Fruit, you will tempt the Fempter to- tempt 
you 3 and calt your ſelves \as a Prey into the 

Jaws of this devouring Lyon. | 
How ſhould the Apoſtacy of fuch who have 
ſurfeited on their Lufts, to a loathing ot all Re- 
Hlgion, ſeaſon our hearts with + Holy-Fear, not 
to di{dain or oppoſe this Self-denying Frarne! ** 
O do not truſt tothe Eminency of your pre- 
ſent profeſhon, but make God the Guide and 
Guardian of your hearts. Get ther thorow- 
ly weaned from the Love of Lufts and the 
World 3 otherwiſe you will be expoſed to an 
open renouncing of the Faith of Chrift, | 
V oetius in his Diſputes of Atheiſm, relates of 
one Vaninus, who was a ſad inſtance inthis re- 
ſpe. He wrote a Book entituled the Amphi- 
theater of Divine Providence , to prove that 
there is a God); yet afterwards he Apoftatiz'd'in- 
toa meer {peculative dogmatizing Atheift, and 
was burned at Pary for it. Thus the faireſt for- 
malilſts, make the ſubtleſt Seducers, the fierceſt 
Perſecutors, and moſt deſperate Arheitiss This 
appearcd in the ſaid Vatinus, who being advi- 
zed at his Execution, to ask God, the King,and 
his Judges Pardon thus rcplyed, I weed mot ask 
Pardon of God, for I do not believe there is any, 
nor of the King, for F have broken none of his 
C 4 Laws 
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Laws nor of my Judges,for were there a Hell;I 
would ſend them all thither. 

Thus the anclean Spirit re-entred, to take up 
a ſurer Station , without any fear of diſtur- 
bance , ora future diſpoſſeſſion. 

Such will be the End of all MaſquaradingPro- 
feſlors, who only make a Mock:ſhow of Religi- 
on 


as Iſaac, not out of any dimneſs of fight but 
exatineſs of ſearch, Come near thou Proud Pha- 
riſce , thou peeviſh Hypocritical Worldling, 
who didſt queſtjon or quarrel at myProvidence, 
but never diſtruſtedſi thine own heart or ways 3 
Let me feel the Pulſe cf thy Soul, how it beats 
and works toward me in Love and ſelt-deny- 
al. 

What ſayſt thou! Art thou a Weanling of 
Chrilt's , or a Nurſling and Fondling of Sa- 
tans ? 

- How fad will it they be, to be eſtranged from 
the Boſom of the Lord for cver, becauſe ſuch 


would not be divorced from the Breaſts of Luſts 


and the World! 

Even Children rctain in their fancy the bitter 
ſeverities uſec for their alienation from theBreſt, 

Let ſoaking Worldlings look on their traca- 
ble example, and be aſhamed of their own greedy 
ſnatching at Worldly proſperity,though it poy- 
ſon the Vital briskneſs of the Scul in not af- 
fcting 


To ſuch the impartial Judg will Cone day) fay | 
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fecing an heavenly Converſation. 


The ſecond General Head. 
How Natural and Spiritual Weaning differ. 


I. Some Children never live to be weaned : 
but every New-Born Babe in Chriſt, is actually 
weaned fo as to deny-it (elf, in the Renunciatis 
on of Worldly Luſts and its contdence in its 
own Righteouſneſs. | | 

A general ſlight Conviction of the Creatures 
Vanity, will not prove ſufficient to wean us 
from all Priding in our own conceited Worth 
and the Opinion of ſelf-ſufficiency. 

Nothing can ſupply the xeceſſity and Divine 
Uſefulneſs of Faith or Regenerating Grace, in 
working us to a weaned Frame. 

For a mcer form of Godlineſs ſpends it ſelf 
in airy ſpeculations, and in- boaſting of a 
conceited Conqueſt ovcr Lufts and the World. 

But a Holy Frame gf Heart, is the Life of 
Chrift himfelf, dwelling and afcting' in every 
New-Born Chiiſtian, in whom it hath a ſecret 
Vertue, to accompliſh a wonderful Conqueſt in 
weaning of the heart. 

The power of Godlineſs begets Divine Fear, 
this Contrafs the heart toward the Creature,and 
unites or inlarges it to God in Chritt. 

Now a Holy Oneneſs of Spirit fortifies the 
aſtcCtions, as the Rays of the Sun contracted 
into 
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into one point of the Burning-Glaſs, inflames 
the nearcfi Ovject. So a longing deſire atter 
Communion with the Lord;tonſumes the Com- 
buſtible matter of all temptations, which damp 
our Spiritual Joy, and oppreſs the Adivity of 
our Obedience. Godline(s draws Iz, and binds 
fait the heart to delight in the Lord, abſtractly, 
for his own Divine and infinite perfe&tions. 

Te brings with it, an ingenuous freedom of 
ſpirit, to ſerve the Lord with cheartulneſs, as 
his Redeemed and peculiar Ones. - 

Godlinefs, ſets glorious priviledges and high 
hopes before a Saint 3 theſe animate to do and 
ſuffer much for God. Evangelical Promiſes ap- 
plyed by Faith, have a purifying vertue in them, 
whereby they eſtrange us from inordinacy of 
affeQion toward the Grandure of the World. 

Yea, Godlineſs gathers ftrength , by Con- 
fitting with difficulties , thereby approving 
the Sopgls Integrity and Chaſtity unto the 
Lord. | 

2. Diffewence. |] Weaning is a State, Proper 
and Peculiar unto Infancy and Childhood, 

But every Aged Father in Chriſt, ftands more 
and more in need of Spiritual weaning z becauſe 
being arrived to any pitch in Grace, they let fall 
their Watch and Chriſtian-CircumfpeCtion : 
they grow more ſ(cif-Confident, and the World 


more 1ncroaches on them. 


Their 
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Their Love is uſually more ardent, and fear 
ful to offend at firſt ; yea, they are more Cauti- 
os and Curious, of what they take into their Bo- 
ſome, left they ſhould tranſgreſs the Divine 
Law of Gratitude in their Efpouſals un- 
to Chriſt. | | 

Even David, the Man after God's Heart, 
prays in the ſenſe of his imperfe& weanednels 3 
Incline my heart unto thy Teſtimonies, and not to 
the wanderings of. Concupiſcence. Turn away 
mine Eyes from beholding Vanity, Pl. 119. 
GIFs 2. Cpt 5:0 
0 Natare it: felf aims at perfection in Gene- 
ration, and the Growth of alt Creatures. Why 
ſhould not:the New-Creature much more, by a 
Divine Inſtin&t, purſue the highelt attainments 
in the Myfteries off a weaned State ? 

: Paul was fo advanced and improved this way, 
that he profeft, that he acted the May's part in 
his Chrittian high+Galling,and had put away all 


Childiſh Diſpofitions, Opinions, and Practices. 


FE. Cor. 13. 11. | | 
| His #oXiTevacx, or City-Life and Trade was 
dayly in Heaven 3 thitber he was rapt up in 
his Spiritual Thougttts, Aims, Aﬀe&ions, and 
Detigns. Yea, he firove to attain to the very 
Reſurrection of the - Dead. | 
Conſider, that Eminent Saints have been of- 


- ten foyled at the Exerciſe of that very Grace 


wherein they have been moſt expert, for want 


of 
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of a watchful and progrefſive weaned Frame of 
Heart. | | 

Even Abrahams the Father and Pattern of the 

Faithful, how Childiſhly is he afraid of loſing 
his Life in Abimelech*s Country ! He adviſed his 
Wite to Guard her Beauty and Chaſtity with 
the Artifice of a notorious Lye,for which a Hea- 
then King reproved her. (2441 

David , out of Unbelief, feigned himſelf 
Mad before Achiſh.. He ſtaggered in his Pro- 
feſſton, when he beheld the Proſperity -of the 
wicked. This ſhewed, that though he prefer- 
red the Divine Law before: thoafands of. Gold 
and Silver, yet, he was not ſo thorowly wean- 
ed from admiring and doting - on Worldly 
grandure. j-411 243 ie 

Hezekiahb, who. mourned: as a Dove under 
the Sentence of Death, 'yet, as ſoon as recover- 

&d, had his Heart litted up with Pride. 

Fehboſaphat, who made a'Reformation to the 
terror ot his Enemies, yet: joyns in Afﬀeinity 
with Ahab : for which, being reproved and pu- 
niſht,yet he afterwards complies with Abaziab, 
who did very-wickedly. 

ob, who was:Poor and Patient to a Proverb, 
had, his repining - Complaints, and Curſes the 
day of his Birth. | 

Nor 'was Fonah tamed in the Belly of the 


Whale:how doth he rage upon the withering of |: 


his Gourd, as if he did well to be angry to the 
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very death. Elijab, | 
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Elijah , who undauntedly encountred with 
four hundred of Beals Prophets, yet ſhrinks in 
hisCourage at the Blaſt of Fezebels threatning,to 
take off his hezd, and prays for death, as tic re- 
fuge of his Cowardize. 

By theſe ſflrange ſudden Aguc-fits , we may 
learn, not to confide in the belt Conttitution of 
habitual Grace,but to exerciſe a holy jcalouſie of 
the variation of a weaned Frame, when the 
Souls Pulſe is in the belt and moſt eaven temper 
of a heavenly diſpoſition. 

3. Difference. | Some Children in a Fright or 
ſullen' fit of the Frets forſake the Breſt. 

But ſpiritual weaning, Is a voluntary Aliena- 
tion of the heart, from the Love of fin and the 
World, to place it upon God, in a univerſal 
Conformity to hy Will. 

When the World proves Coy, Czrſt and un- 
kind, then we, can Crrſe its Treachery, As 
froward Children, we bite the Nipple, when it 
doth not ſo freely ſpin out to us a'Stream of 


proſperity ſuitable to our grecdy expectation. 


We keck and ſputter at Earthly delights, when 
we are griped with wind 2# our Bowels, that is 


: toſay, when tormented with the Convictions 
\ of our own folly, and diſappointment in Luſt-| 


ing after Vanity. 

Thus, while Divine Providence beſmears the 
World's Paps with Soot, and cries out, do not 
touch them as you love your Life, we ſhrink 


ack 
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back : but let the World ſmile again upon usz 
and put Hony on its Breſts 3 then the very Image 


, of Death, and the Devil fitting on the blackeſt 


Temptation, or the molt imbittered affliction, 
- cannot deter us, but we more fondly rein- 
/gratiate, with the Occaſions of our Ruine. 

Worldlings by fits, are ſtrangely eſiranged 

from their qwn inclinations : Pleaſures become 
znſipid to their bruitiſh ſenſuality, yet the Fe- 
ver of Concupiſcence is no-whit abated, but 
only intermitted by ſome check of Provi- 
dence. 

For let a pleaſing Temptation ſtart up, im- 
mediately like Aſahet, they become as ſwift as a 
Wild Roe in the purſuit of Vanity. 

Whatſoever (cnſual Object comes aext in their 
way, they hug and imbrace it, although the 
Lord threaten to ſtrike them dead upon the 
Place, and they be blafted with the Teats of 
this Inchantreſs in their very Mouth. Pharaoh 
ſeemed as weaned from oppreſſion, as thoſe in- 
nocent Children caſt into the River Nilzs. How 
ſcIf-abaſing was he in appearance, for the abuſe 
of his power; The Lord is Righteous, but T and 


my people are wicked | Yet this exclamation, was | 


only in a fit of tranſient Paſſion, tor he ſoon (ti- 
fled the Convictions of his parboyld Conſcience, 
and returned to a more violent perſecution of I/- 
rael than before, 


Thoſe ; 
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Thoſe Hypocritical Reformadoes in the 1oth 
of Judges, pawned all the hopes of their par- 
don and deliverance upon the conttant abjurati- 
on of their Idols: without Demwr, they put 
away the ſtrange Gods yet at Chap. 13. v. 1- 
they added, to commit iniquity in the fight of 
the Lord, becauſe in a fright only they had pro- 
miſed future Loyalty. 

Saul lift up his Voice and wept, he condemn- 
ed himſelf,and juſtified David; yea,engaged his 
honour , not to hurt him, yet this ſmooth Lan- 
guage, was only to decoy David unawares into 
his Net of Cruelty. It was a Crocodile whining, 
rather than a rea] weaning, and eltrangement 
from his malice. 

Felix was lick of the Staggers, he trembled, 
his Pruſilla grew fulſome, and Temperance was 
this Epicures beſt Phyfick, while Paw! thun- 
dred out Judgmenre to come. Yet, this true 
Alarm begat a falſe weaning. For Pauls denun- 
ciation of the zniverſal Aſſizes, to be holden in 
the Conftlagration of the World, proved only, 
as the dying flaſh of a few looſe Corns of Pow- 
der, in a falſe preſentment, ſo far were Pauls 
threats from doing any Exccution on Felix's 
Lufts. 

You perceive by theſe Inſtances, that there is 
no trulting to a ſhort weaxing pang of Conlci- 
ence, which leaves the gaſtred,but not repenting 
{1uner to pine away, and dyc iu his Iniquity. 
Many 


(32) | 
Many eſcape the pollntions of the World, by 
the reſtraint-of Conſternation, or a ſlight touch 
of Conviction on their Spirits, who yet do 
not abhor them from their own free choice. 
* Apoſtates, who like filthy Dogs, take down 
their Vomit again,have the Stomacks heat more 
fortifyed thereby, to.digeſt it as pleaſant Food, 
Sick Birds, after they have caſt their Feathers 
become more hearty. - Scum not clearly taken of 
boyls in the deeper. 
The fanning Blaſts of Divine Truths, where 


they are diſpirited in their authority which doth _ : 


not thorowly ſubdue the heart, more inrage 
than allay the Calenture of Luſts. 
AfterProfeſſors have deſpiſed DivinePrinciples, 
ſinning againſt Conviction , they ſoon of meer 
Scepticks, become Nullifidians > fixing them- 
ſelves in the Scorxers Chair, which 1s to com- 
mence to the height of wickedneſs. . 
It's very dangerous (yox ſee) not to be tho- 
rowly weaned, and mortified to Luſt and the 


_ World. | 
For a Slight diſguſt of ſenſual Charms ; 


alarms the whole Conclave cf Hell, to intan- # |, 
gle Formalitis, and falſhearted Retormadoes in | 


deeper Bndage. 


Now, Satan, like the Father-in-Law of that |: 
Levit who in a faint Complement took his |: 
farewel, courts the ſinner to ſtay longer in Ca- | 


reſing his Soul on ſenſual | delights3 t1l all Þ 
good Þ 
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good Reſolutions of returning home to God, 
vaniſh and die away. 
Thus he flatters ſinners in their flight Con-. 
victions, | 
What mean you my Fondlings, to change 
| your minds ? Will you break up good-Fellows 
ſhip, with your Luſts, after you have found 
the ſweetneſs of them, flowing out to the 
beighth of your deſires? Eat and be merry; Drink 
away ſorrow for your finfal Surfeits, Baniſh all 
 Carcabout your Eternal Welfare. The aſſurance 
|. 4 of Eternal Life, is but a Luſty Rrong Farcy 3 
this you may exerciſe at the laſt Gaſp, and the 
beſt of Saints can pretend no higher. 
> *| The very effeminate purpoſe of Repentance 
© | givesa Stabto all the Mirth of ſinners. 
How bitter js the very mention of it, as Death 
- | irſel And know, that Tam fond of no ſort 
' of ſinners, but only of ſuch whoſe preſumption 
* 2 and prodigious wickedneſs drives away the fear 
© + of a wounded Conſcience. 

Tuſh! *Tis but the faint Eccho of a Scriptu- 
ral threatning, which will dic away of it ſel, 
Z (to be ſure it will) if you ſtupify your Souls, 
* and Carc(s them with ſenſual pleaſures, in the 
= gratification of your Luſts. 

* HIhat ſinners) will ye break away from the 

; Worlds ſoft imbraces,and proye Changelings in 

| theprofeli Myſtery of Iniquity, to take up the 

| ſeverities of a mortified Converſation ? It there 
: D 
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þ2 any day of accompr- for all your Vani- 
ties and Excefles 3 yet you have time enough be- 
fore you to be Penlivez the Judg of Mankind 
15 not yet upon his Circuit, nor ftands he yet 
before the door of your hearts, as ready to de- 
part 3 that thereupon -a Pſalm of Mercy ſhould 
be denied Fou, as ſhut up under final impeni- 
tency and unbelicf. Thxs Satan, the World , 
and finners owy ſenſual Hearts, betray them to 
their” Eternal Ruine. 

But the Baits of Riches, Honours, and Plea- 
ſures, become Fewel' to Lults , \rathcr than ſa- 
tisfe a humorſome Curiotity. 

They become an Itch to the Pride of Life, 
which we pleaſe our ſelves to ſpread- by. rub- 
bing. They are not Reftrinugent to our dropli- 
cal Intemperance of Covctouſneſs, nor'any allay 
to the Tympany of an ambitious Pride. 

Covetous Wretches, who undermine others, 
are like the blind Mole,which ſpends its ſtrength 

and Lite in caſting up Hillocks of parer Duſt 3 
yct, wither are made to difcern their ' owz 
Miſcry, till the firoke of Death Irrecoverably 
ic1zc upon them. 

4+ Difference. | The Parent eſtranges the 
Child from the Breſt, out of ſelf-ends,, To 
avoid the toy! of ſuckling, or to take more hi- 
berty and Pleaſure. 

But the Lord weans every New-Born Chrifli- 


an, tor his proper advantage only, to make him 
ny 
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(35) 
a farther partaker of his Holineſs. Heb. 12. 
5 IO» 

The Child is froward, becauſe it knows not 
the Ixtention of the Mother ; But a Saint chear- 
fully ſubmits, (as Peter at /aft, to have his Feet 
waſht by Chriſt ) becauſe he is aſſured, that in 
Faithfulneſs the Lord corres him, for his in- 
ſtruction in the Myſteries of the Chriſtian I4- 
ſtitutions | 

O how Fuſtly, yet, with a pitiful ſcverity , 
doth the Lord wean us, to win xs over to him- 
felf ! Would any one, think of his Creator, or 
make any fcrious proviſion for the Life to Come, 
if the Breaſts of the World were not imbittered, 
by the diſappointment of Carnal ſclf-ſeeking 
deſigns? To ſuffer a ſinner, to draw hard and 
loag from a Luſt,is no real indulgence,but an oc- 
cafion of the ſinners ſurfeiting and Indurations. 
Ephraim jis joyned to Idols, let him alone. His 
{1 ſhall become his puniſhment. As that Pope 
ſaid in ſprinkling his ſuppoſed holy-water, He 
who will be deceived, let him be decerved;, So, Sen- 
ſualiſts fuck Poyſon , and theix own Eternal 
Ruine, out of thoſe harmleſs Creatures, which 
to weaned Saints are ſanditied , ſublimated.,and 
made truly comfortable. 

Our folly will be inexcufable, if after all Ex- 
periments of the Worlds Grand Cheats, we ſhall 
contribute any Longer, to our own vexation, 
and fclt-wounding, 

5 D 2 Why 
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Why ſhonld we clog our affections, theſe 
Dove-like Wings of the Soul, with Mire and 
Dirt z which ſhould by Meditation, lodg in 
the Boſom of God there to Careſs us with 
pure Soul-ſatisfying Pleaſures to all Eternity ? 
Why do we pant after the duſt of the Earth, 
which is the Serpents Curſe ? Why do we ina 
reitleſs Agony , thirſt after - ſuch empty Joys 


which end with a dulneſs, and damp upon our 


Spirits ? | 
2. Difference. ] The weaned Child pines and 


grows weak, when taken from the Breaſt too 


ſoon, but the earlier we forſake Sin and the 
World, the better we thrive in our Spiritual 
Stock and Stature- 

We obtain greater Vigor of Love and Zeal 
for God 3 we become more Spiritual in our 
whole Converſation z we experiment an in- 
creaſe of ſweet Communion with the Father of 
our Spirits. | 

Enoch, being weaned early from the corrup 
examples of His Generation, walked with God 
hand in hand asa great Favourite. 

He ſoon grew a great Profictext in Grace , 
therefore he commenced in Glory, by a skip 0- 
ver the heads of the ret of the Patriarchs. 

He livcd ozly three hundred lixty hive years, 
as many as there are days ina year 5 as it the 
perfection of Time, as well as of Holineſs were 
accompliſht in Him. Thercfore, he was ſnatche 
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up to Heaven, as being early ripe for it 3 and 
left the World ſhould offer Violence to fo flouri- 
ſhing a Plane of Paradiſe. 

IWeaned hearts, whoſe Love keeps pace with 
Selt-denial, are Jeſs projecting for the World , 
and molt Offticious to advance Chriits Inte- 
relt, 

Satans Fondlings, mult lie at Eaſe, and are 
rocket faſt aſleep 1n the Cradle of fintul floth 
and ſecurity, left they ſhould cry oxs of his 
Cruel Bondage. 

A proſperous Eſtate proves very uncakie 3 
it pinnions all the Faculties of the Soul, and 
makes them unwieldy, that they cannot act vi- 
gorouſly, nor chearfully in a Courſe of Righte- 
ouſneſs. Yet a weaned Saint mounts his head 
and heart above the Skies, while his Feet ſtand 
upon the Earth; as a Sca of Glaſs mixed with 
Fire. 

He who fears the Lord, ſhall dwell at eaſe, as 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks,or lodge in the Boſom of Di- 
vine Goodneſs, where he may liretch out his 
affections in meditation upon the Immeutlity of 
Gods pcrfcCtions, to a full and Infinite Satisfa. 
Aion. 

Thus, we ſave the Lord the Labour of acting 
terrible Tragedies upon us. | 

Yet commonly, we arc Adive in increaſing 
our own miferics, when we become one $piris, 
with the defiling Vanities of the World. 

D 3 AS 
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As Rangeing-Deer, if we prove Outlawrics to 
Chriſt's Diſcipline, and will not be weaned 
from ſuch Temptations which diſpirit us in his 
ſervice 3 we expoſe our ſelves to become the 
Mark of every Judgment, and to be madea 
Prey to Satan, | 

| Nor doth this weaned Frame fit us ouly to 
expedite all Chriſtian Duties, but it Steels us 
with Reſolution, and Fortitude in ſuffering for 
' the Name and Teſtimony of Jeſus. 

Worldlings dread the very mention of the 
Croſs , much leſs are they Conformed unto 
It. : 

But every weaned Saint, is a Croſs-Bearer, 
the greateſt Tryals, Difficulties, and Severities 
of Mortification , are Food to ſirengthen the 
Faith of ſuch, yea, they are Trophies of their 
Self-denial. | 

Paul, being weaned, knew what it was to 
be emptied, even while he abounded. To be 
abaſed in Honour, to be as ſorrowing, yet alway 
rejoycing 3 in diſireſs, yet not in deſpair 3 as 
Poor, yet making many Rich 3 as having nc- 
thing, yet poſſcfſing all things : Yea, he pro- 
teſted that he delighted to die dayly, to the Vi- 
gor of his Luſis, and the Allurements of the 
World, 

Herein, Chriſt's Weanlings differ from Sa- 
tans Sucklings or Hypocrites, who pretend 
only to be weaned 3 that the former have better 
| tempered 
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tempered Eyes, to behold inticing Objects un- 
to fin, and yet their Mouths not water. 

Abraham might look on the Flames of Sodom 
which Indulgence was forbade to Lot, left that 
Proſpect ſhould make an Impreſſion of Lufting 
on his heart toward his pleaſant accommodati- 
ons lett behind, This was actually verified in 
his Wife. Though ſhe were tired thence, yet 
ſhe left her Heart behind, therefore ſhe lookt 
back with ſome regret, ſhe lookt and lookt again 
ſo long, till ſhe became as ſtiff and flupid as 2 
Stone. 

The Nazarites might drink Wine, after they 
had in (trictneſs fulfilled their Vow 3 which was 
not ſo much as to chew the husk of a dry 
Grape. | 

So, Weaned Chriſtians may more fatecly be 
pcrmittcd, as Gideons hardy Souldiers, to lap at 
the accommodations of the World, becauſe they 
will not indulge themſelves in an cffeminate {en- 
Ry,  -. 

They will not bow down on their Faces, to 
inebriate themſclves with Carnal Pleaſures. 

They will not neglect their expeditious Marci 
toward their heavenly Citadel and Countryznor 
damp their Zcal and Courage againtt their Spi- 
ritual Enemies. Though they be hardly coutt- 
ned, and ftraitned in their Proviſions, yet they 
will not mutiny againſt their Generals allow- 
ance , to ſnatch at better injoyments in the 
World, D 4 | 
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If they be firaitly bcleagurd with Tong 
afflictions3 yet will they not tamely and trea* 
cherouſly deliver up the Garriſon of their Inte- 
grity. They rather will ſally out upon Satan 
and the World ; yea, they will maintain an in- 
ward Confli& with the Luſts of their own 
Hearts, till they have ſubdued proud Ambition, 
ſordid Covetouſnels and voluptuous Senfuali- 
ty. 


A weaned Frame of Spirit, will inure Ci::1- | 


ſtians, to digeſt ſtrong and heavy afflictions, 
without repining. 

Though they will yield with a tender,melting 
Diſpoſition, to the rebukes of Chriſt's Diſci= 
plinez yct they are unmalleable and undaunted 
in Grapling with moſt cruel Sufferings for the 
Honour of Chriſt and Intercſt of Religion. 

Suckling Children are very fearful, and will 
ſtart atide at every noiſe. Worldlings, whoſe 
Hearts are not weaned, will prove like Reuben 
unſtable as Water, in a Religious courſe; they 
cannot excel in heroical ſtrains of Faith. | 

Even a Flint may be broken on a ſoft Cuſhi- 
on- - So, the moſt Maſculine Zeal and Courage 
may faint and be blunted in its Edge, by the 
eenderneſs and delicacy of the Fleſh. 


They ſay, the Loadſtone loſes its attractive. 


Vertue, if it be rubb'd with Garlick: So, the 
exccllencies of Chriſt cannot win our Love 


and conſiancy, if our hearts be infeqed and be- 
| | ſotted 
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Gtted with a tin&ure of Earthly-mindednefs. 
Nay, the Love of Riches, and a Life of Carnal 
eaſe or pleaſure, will tempt a Covetous Judas to 
betray Chriſt, and ax cfteminate Demes to for- 
fake him. 

Where the Neſt is well-Feathered, Men uſu- 
ally become Night-bird Profeflors. In this re- 
ſpet, Nicodemnus morally verihed the report of 
lian, that thoſe Fiſhes which have bright 
_—_ Scales, are moſt timorous to be ta- 

ENe | 

But weaned Nazarites, are relolved to fulfil 
their Vow of ſeparation from the World, and 
Dedication to the Lord, whatſocver ſufferings 
it expoſe them to. 

Yet will they not boaſt, when they keep clo- 
ſeſt to their Communion with God thorow 
Chriſt. 

To prevent Pride in a Self-Rightcouſneſs,and 
the ſtricteſt Diſcipline of it; the Nazarites 
were enjoined to cut off their Hair, when they 
had fulfilled their Vow, though it were the Or- 
nament and Badg of their Profcfſion. 

They were commanded to burn it winder the 
Peace-Offering 3 to fignifie, that there can be 


| no tr#e quiet to the Conſcience, but only in ap- 


plying Chriſt's compleat Righteouſneſs and O+- 
bedience, which is imputed to expiate the filth of 
our imperfect Services and Sufferings. 


Weaned 
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Weaned Saintsare eſtranged from themſelves, 
ſo ar not to Pride it in their Spiritual attain- 
ments, nor 1n their Conquetts over Sin, Satan, 
and the World. 

If Self-Arrogance be not mortified, this aloxe 
will undermine our Integrity, and defeat us of 
the Glory of the greateſt Conquett. 

Thus one Eleazar is {toried, by unwarincſs 
to be preſt to death, under the Weight of that 
very Elephant, which he ſlew with his own 
hand. 

Chriſt will not give away the honour of his 
aſſiting Grace, to the moft Victorious Cham- 
pion among the noble Army of Martyrs. 

Theſe muſt be weaned from ſelt-applauſe and 
waſh their Robes in the Bloud of the Lamb 3 
otherwiſe, Pride will ſtain the innocency of 
their Sufferings. Sclt-denial is required, even 
in the midlt of their Triumphant Solemnities 3 
when they diſplay their Banners on the Walls of 
the Celcltial Feruſalem, and are inſtalled with 
Chriſt upon their Throncs of Glory. 

Thus the Magnetich force of the Lords infinite 


Exccllencies, become the attrattive Center of all. 


the powers and affcctions of their Souls. 
Bur Sarans Magich, Inchants the hearts of 
Worldlings, &y cauſing them to cleave to 2 


proud Sclt- Arrogance, under their difſembled 
Mortification, as it it were a truly thorow wean- 
ed Framc, 


i. The 
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The firſt ſort of ſuch deluded Hypocrites are, 
Hermits, Anchorets and Moyks, who pleaſe and 
Pride themſelves in admiring their own Excel- 
lencics and Paracelſtan ſpeculations. 

Theſe fly as high as Seraphims, in their 
Crazy Fancies 3 while they Perch on their own 
}, Moral Righteouſneſs, which at beft, when Ido- 
| lized as a meritorious claim for Heaven, is only 
| refined Iniquity. 

Theſe rail at the honours and pleaſares of a 
Court, and yet are not weancd by humility, 
nor a genuine contempt of the World. 

Thus Dzogenes ſcornfully trampled on Pl- 
toes perfumed Bed, with a greater Pride than 
Plato himſelf injoycd it- 

This is to declaim againſt the World's Vani- 
ty with a greater Vanity, yea, the duplicated 
deep-dyed Iniquity of Hypocrilie. 

| Thi is theonly truc gcncrolity of Mind, as 

an cfte& of Weaneducls, to dcfpiſc the vain 
3 pomp of humane Greatneſs, while we enjoy it, 
in a Float, and not upon the cbbing Stream of 
Poverty, Diſgracc, or Diſcontent at the Crofs 
diſappointment of our high=projc&ting Hopes: 

Therefore, Charles the fift, being tired with 
| the JVeight of Government, the Cares of a Roy- 
al Court, and the various tickle hurnors of the 
Vulgar, was not zraly devout, nor weaned 
i- | from the ſplendor of the Empire, though he rc- 
| nounc't it, and withdrew into a ſolitary Cell. 

| Let 
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Let not Hermits boaſt of their Mortification, 
becauſe they retire into places deſolate, and full 
of Solitude. 

This is to be innocent by Neceſſity, rather 
than by a genuine reſolute choice. | 

To be ſecured from the World, as a Com- 
mon Peſt-Houſe, by a faint-hearted Receſs, ra- 
ther than to be fortifyed againſt the contagious 
Seeds of wickedneſs, by the found, vigorous 
Conſtitution, and watchful Diſpoſition of a ver- 
tuous mind. 

Therefore to make a Man capable of the be- 
nefit of a ſolitary Life, he muſt eradicate every 
Luſt, in the predominant Love of it 3 other- 
wiſe he will not only loſe the advantage of his 
boped-for Innocency, but will ſoon become a 
Tempter, and Tormentor alſo unto himl(elt, 

Sch, out of aſullen humor, while they pre- 
tend to Weanednels and Devotion, rob humane 
Socicty of the benefit of a Communicatiye 


Life, becauſe they cannct(as a Blazing Comet) | 
draw a long Tayl of Oftentation after them, to 
the wonderment and 'amuſing of all Specta- 


LOrs. 


They ſc1dom ſuſpe&t, that the Monſter of | 
proud Sclt-Love, is bred and maintained by ſuch Þ 


pretended Selt-denial. 


They conceit, they arc Self-Sole, and All. | 


ſafficient to ſupply and furniſh themſelves with 


all helps of Vertue ina Wildernels 3 and there- F 
upon | 


i 
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upon arc envious of being, examples of it unto 
others. | 

2. Another fort of perſons preteadedly wean- 
ed from the Love of the World are ſuch, who 
are Popiſh mendicants. who vow Poverty where 
Divine Providence neither requires nor inflics 
it. | Theſe proudly atfli& themſelves. 

They involve them(clves in want, by a ſordid 
/ kind of humility, or Selt-abaſanent, and then 
| boaſt of their Counterfeit {elt-denial. They 
\| finck themſelves into voluntary Diſtrefſes, and 

then cenſure and reproach All, who do not by 

their Mad examples quit - and abjure theis 
* ; Lawful Comforts and Pofleſſious. 
. } Yet, #bjs is but an Hypocritical device, to 
s$ } palliate thcix Covetouſheſs, It is but a zopical 
a | and falfe Cure of their Concupiſcence. 
| It is ſo flexder a Remedy to reſiſt and expel the 
- _—_ Seeds of Lulting, that a black patch 
e 4} applicd to the Face, may as probably recover a 
7c | Conſumptive perſon out of his He&ick, when 
t) 3'tis commenced into a burning-Fever, 
to 4 Tt is alike irrational, to fancy that the laxk- 
2» 4 eſs of their Eſtates is an Indication, that their 

Jhearts are as humble as their Purſe is emps 
of F'y- For they remain as Covetous and Rave- 
ch nous, after thoſe Accommodations which they 
Parr, as the Rich are (wolu with Pride in their 
1]- Exceſſes. 
ith 
xe- | 
DON ; 
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For, Covetouſneſs is to be meaſured by the 
Twordinacy of Mens delires, diſcontent. at their 
preſent Station and Condition 3 and_ envy at 0- 
thers Worldly Grandure, rather than by a bare 
valuation of ones ſelf, by a perverted fancy, ac- 
cording, to the outward waſtueſs of the E- 
fiate. 

Such, are not truly weaned from the purſuit 
of the Worlds gilded Vanities, who , though 


extreamly poor, yet are as deeply proud | 


of their Cynical contempt of Riches, yea, are 
ſecretly diſcontented with their low ſtation and 
ſhort allowance in ſenſual and terrene injoy- 
ments 

Thus their ſaperſttiouſly-contratted Poverty, 
allays not the burning Fever of Concupiſcence 
while it beſpots the Soul, and bliſters the tongue, 
in a ſecrct murmuring at God's Difpenſations, 


as if they were too ſevere, unequal, or un- 


juſt. 


vernour of the World ? 


Another ſort of perſons pretendedly weaned : 


from the World, are (ſuch, who in diſcontent 


at diſappointments in their affairs, caſt aſide Þ 
their Tradcs, and then , like the Hedg-hog, 
wrap up themſelves in the ſoft Down of a ſenſu- 
al volupcuous Lite, and plcaſe themſelves, that F 


they are mortificd , becauſe of their yoluntary 
Lazyf 


Is not this for the Clay to make a proud in- j 
ſurrcction againſt the Univerſal Potter, and Go- £ 
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Lazy retirement, from the Tumult (as they call 
it) of Worldly bufincſs. Theſe turn out the 
Briltles of a venomous reproachtul Tongue, to 
cenſure all, who do not caft off their Lawtul 
Calling and Imployment, that they may more 
freely converſe with God and their own 
Hearts, 

What a Vain and Hypocritical pretence is 
this, to nurſe up Idleneſs, and fill the World 
with a (warm of Beggars ! 

Theſe ſeeming, Zealots, make the Tables of 
the Divine Law to Claſh 3 while they make theis 
Heavenly and Civil Calling to be Tycouſiftent's 
whercas, the Heavenly ſupports the Earthly, 
and this, ſets a whet upon the other; ſo tar is it 
trom being any impediment, if ſubordinated 
and rightly managed. Serious, fincere Souls, 
are weancd Tn, and xot from their Civil Stations 
and Imployments, be they never ſo mean, - and 
tull of Cares or Difhcultics. 

To leave off any Civil Calling becauſe low and 


Z mcan, is to rebel againſt the Sovereign and wile 


diſpoſal of God , the only Governour of the 
Univerſe, It is to renounce His Charge, and 
that Station in which He hath (et a Man, to his 


 OwA diſhonowr, as well as diſcomfort in the blaſt- 


ing of his new Projects and Deſigns. 
Such ſhould not diſdain the loweſt Sphere of 


| Imployment, in Imitation of the bleſſed Angels 


Theſe 
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Theſe Heavenly Couttiers are not ſullen, be- 
cauſe their Creator hath Aſſigned them to come 
down upon the Earth, and become Miniſtring 
Spirits, for the relicf of the Saints necelli- 
tics. 

They are content to be weaned for a ſeaſon 
from an immediate beholding the Face of the 
King of Glory , and condeſcend to walt upon 
poor frail Mortals, ; 

Their Rare example ſhould Tutor us in ſelf- 
denial, to refign up our Wills to the Soveragn 
Diſpoſal of the Lord and not to quarrel his 
Providential Afſignation of our Lot and Portt- 
on or Station in the World. 

We muſt not grow ſullen becauſe our Creator 
ſets Laws;and boundaries to our exorbitant Dc- 
fires, in a wiſe though unequal diſtribution of 
his Favours. 

Wholoever therefore, ſhall out of diſcontent, 
or under a pretence of Zeal in Religion, caſt a- 
way his Civil Calling, is a Hypocrite, rather 
than a genuine weanling unto Chrilt. 

The Lord never Condemned publickaeſs of 
Spirit, which ſecks the good of human Socicty, 
but only the pragmaticalneſs of a private Spirit , 
which ſecks its own Advantage, out of a ſweat 
of Covetouſnel(s, rather than of Lawful In- 

duſtry. 
This i to be truly weaned to the World, to 
diſcharge our Earthly Calling faithfully, and 
| chearfully 


BS of wo 3 


—_— 


 Q. © 


(49) 
chearfully, yet not to overcharge our (elves with 
exccſlive Cares, like a Gun, Rammed and Loa- 
den ſo full, that it mult needs recoil and fly in 
PIECES; 

The Lord will one day produce Abraham, 
Lot, and David; perſons very afcive in their 
Generation, and tull of - weighty buſineſs 3 yet 
theſe were weaned Saints, who ſet Him a-part 
for their Portion and time apart for Communion 
with Him. 

Chriſtianity doth not uncloath us of Humani- 
ty, it doth not eradicate natural defires, but on- 
ly tranſplant , purge , detecate and Sandify 
them, by ſetting them on their right Objedts, 
in a due manner and meaſure, to a right end. 
Grace doth not cancel, but order, and guide the 
true lawful uſe of the Creature, and of acivil 
Calling. | 

This is the CharaGer of a Saint truly wean- 
cd from the Love of the World, who lawfully 


& purſues his Trade, and Commerce in it. 


He will be no wiſer than the Rule of the 


{ Word allows him to be; no happier, nor Richer 
| thanthe Lord will make hjm. 


He can croſs the Corruptions and politick dif 


| guiſcs of the places and times he lives in. 


He 15 not 2#thralled to common Hopcs and 


| Fears, to ſuch (cnſual injoyments and delights 
| which Worldly Men are carried down the 


Stream Withal. He exerciſes Sincerity in all the 
| CO” 
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Common ordinary Actions of his Life, 
and therefore is alike acceptable to the Lord 
2n theſe, as in works properly Religious", in 
which God himſeltis the more immediate Ob- 
jc. | | 

He Eyes in his Civii Calling, the Inſtitution 
of God, the Conduct of his Word, and pleads 
the Promiſes in Prayer for his incouragement in 
difhcult Attempts 3 yea, for diſcretion to order 
his Civil Aﬀairs, as becomes a Man and a Chr: 
ſtan. 

Yet he is diligent, not flothful in buſineſs , 
but fervent in Spirit, ſerving not his Worldly 
Intercli, 'but the Lord 3 that #, he waits on the 
Providence of God, in the uſe of Lawtful 
Means , committing the ſucceſs to Divine Be- 
ncdiction. 

He will not lean to his own natural Sagacity, 
or prudential management of his Aﬀairs, He 
quiets his Paſſions under all diſappointments. 
He ſeeks a ſancitied improvement of all Loſſes 
and Crofſes. If he proſper he aſcribes his ſuc- 
ceſs to Gods Fatherly Care, Wiſdom and Love 
he improves it to hGlory, in the promoting 
of his Chriſtian Religions Courſe, Thus the 
Lord is the Alpha and Omega of a weaned Saints 
Being, and Acting in the World. 

4.Another ſort of perſons, pretendedly weaned 
from the World, are ſuch, who ſtint their de- 


ſires in the purſuit of an Eſtate 3 who propound 
to 
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to theinſelves, that they will keep the World 
upon the Chaſe , and turmoil hard in it, till 
they have Feathered their Neſt, arrived to ſuch 
a degree of Honour or Wealth, and then they 
will ſarceaſe and commendably give way to 
youngſters, who may grow up in their Lot of 
Trade. | 

Are ſuch weaned in good earneſt, and not ra- 
ther ſurprized with the ſpice of ſecret Atheiſm ? 
would they otherwiſe' be ſuch doting Proje- 
ors tor their Worldly Intereſt? | 

Is it in their own power, to be the Carvers © 
their own Proſperity, while they thus ftxenu- 
oully lay and contrive the Scheme of it? 

Cannot the Lords Coruntermining Providence 
change the ſcene aud ſcotch the Wheels of all 
humane induſtry, in defeating and blaſting of 
ſuch axtedated hopes, purpoſes, and projects? 

What ridiculous folly is this to walk in a 
vain ſhow, to ſtrut our ſelves in a falſe ſcene of 
imaginary Happineſs, while we reſolve to heap 


up Riches, and know not who ſhall gather 


them! 

Is not this like ſome filly Bird, with great 
toy! Cevery day) to bring #ow a ſtick and then 2 
ſfiraw, now a little Moſs and then a few Fea- 
thers , to build our Neſt (as we conceit among, 
the Stars _) and then to promiſe our (elves that 
we ſhall ſnug therein, warm and ſecure from 
any hand of violence; yet on a ſudden, either 
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by death, we and our Neſt come tumbling down 
together? | 

Or, how ſoon may we and our young ones 
be driven out of the poſſcfſion of what we have 
laboured for, with toil and anxiety of Spirit 3 
and yet neither we zor they ſhall dare to peep or 
move the Wing, to make any ſign of the leaſt 
reſiſtance, or diſcontent ? 1ſa. 10» 14. Some 
think themſelves weaned, becauſe they Graſp 
not the whole World in their afpiring thoughts; 
though (as Gehazz) they anxiouſly project and 
defign how to purchaſe by their tinted Talents 
Olive-yards and Vine-yards, that they may pro- 
mote a ſenſual and voluptuous Life. 

To ſuch (I affirm) that this Imagination is 
but a reſerved, and more modeſt Cheat of Cove- 
touſneſs,which falſly promiſes to tit down con- 
tented, and at Eaſe 3 when the Eſtate ſhall a- 
mount to a Mans preſent wiſh or deſire. 

For no Man hath hitherto bcen contented 

with that Etltate and Condition, in which his 
own choice planted him,meerly upon this miſtake 
that it ſhould fully fatishie him. 

For the molt proſperous Eftate, is like the 
=—_ Sea, Stormy, Raging, Unquiet and Un- 
ſafe. 

Yea, we admire what is out of our Reach 
and Poflcflion 3 yet loath the ſame fancied gilded 
felicitics, when they come under our Tryal and 
Enjoyment, 

For, 
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For Worldly-minded perſons, being fick with 
Falſe Opinions of the worth of ſublunary Objects, 
with fooliſh hopes to derive happineſs from them 
with impotent, impatient, reſtleſs deſires after 
the graſping them, and fond deſigns to heap up 
Vanity upon Vanity, confirm rathcr, than ſhake 
off their diſeaſe of mind. 

This makes them complain of their preſent State, 
when-as that they would exchange it for, would. 
not mend the matter, but poſſibly may prove 
more uneafie and uncomfortable 3 becauſe ſuch 
carry their diſeaſe rooted m themſelves. 

What a Cheat do fuch put on themſclves,who 
fancy, that being Rich or Potent to ſuch a de- 
gree, they ſhall take up in a Station of Content- 
ment. 

For our luxuriant deſires will not be bound- 
ed, they will ſtill ly out and get the Start of 
our injoyments. 

So. that, if we arrive at. a higher State, we 
do not loſe, but only change our Cares, and zry 
all variety of Conditions, rather than ret plea- 
{cd with any. ; 

Thus,wc may as well fit down content where 
we are, as where we hope to be. ' 

For that which is our Hzppineſs, and can on- 
ly terminate our defires, muſt be more Divine 
than our ſelves. Otherwile, it cannot perfect, 
ſatisfie, nor make us happy. 
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Indeed we capnot be made miſcrable,but only 
by the conſent of our own deluding Hopes, or 
wild, wanton, fooliſh Fancies. | 

Theſe they axe, which over-rate Worldly . 
Conveniences, while we prophanely degrade 
our Heaven-born Souls for very Vanity : For 

F2his, we part with our Freedom, true Tranquil- 

*lity, and Generofity of Spiritz yet finding our 
{clves to be gulled by theſe erratich, Fires, we too 
{ate complain, that they have exhauſted the Di- 
vine Vigour of oxur Sauls, and miſled us into thc 
miry Bogs of ſenſual and deftruGive Pleaſures. 

Nay, did we injoy the Creature pmrely and 
perfefly, to our own defires 3 yet, the Jonger 
we injoy any thing, the more #»ſipid or diftaſt- 
ful doth it prove : we ſooner ſuck Wind, than 
Satisfaction from the Worlds deluſive Breaſts. 

Nay, we arc not able to bear the conſtant 
fallics, and extenſion of our affections, on the 
molt delightful Obje& in our own Poſſeſſion. 
Our Familiar Converſe with it, and reiterated 
1njoyment of it, tires out our Appetite, and 
deceives our Hopes of Satisfaction. The very 
quinteſſence of Pleaſure without any Intermiſ- 
fox, proves an Qppreſſion to our Spirits. 

Nay, ſuppoſe we were ſure to obtain and 
graſp what we eagerly defire, and much more 5 
yet, confider, that ſome Children with a fluſh 
of Milk on a ſudden; have been quackled and 
{iranglcd. | . 
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So, the flowing in of the Worlds proſperity, 
hath proved the Death of the Soul Godward,and 
- ſtifled all real deſires, after the Life and Pow- 
er of Religion. However, we are prone to be 
Rockt falt aſleep,in the Devils Cradle of ſecuri- 
ty, where we lic batCning and play ing with'the 
Paps of ſenſual abundance, till AMictions or 
Death awaken us. Then the deluded, neglce&- 
ed Soul tinds it felt hungerſtarv2d, zothing ha- 
ving becn careſst, but it's fancy. | 
. As a Dream when oxe awakes, ſo O Lord, thou 
wilt deſpiſe their Image, Pl. 73. 20. 

The Repreſentation which a Dream makes , 
ſeems very brisk, lively, and pleafantz yet when 
we refle upon it, with four waking thoughts 
we find it confuſed,and impertinent to our etcr- 
nal Happineſs, becauſe nothing remains, but the 
fiction of a Dream, the ſhadow of - @ ſha- 
dow, 

Thus,that moſt ftately Repreſentation of their 
Proſperity; by which,they conceit an Hope to be 
had 1n everlaſting remembrance, proves at moſt, 
but as a fond, foolith Puppet-Play. | 

5- Another ſort of perſons pretendedly wean- 
ed trom the World, and the ſenſual pleaſures of 
It, areſuch who impoſe ſuperttitions and unrea- 
fonable Severities «pox themſelves, to palliate 
the ſecret Abominations of their Souls. 

. This caanot . be hafting and effecual to Crre 
the Paroxyſms of inward Luſtiag, becauſe ?tis 
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a Severity. not of Divixe preſcription , and 
therefore not under any Promiſe of ſuc 
ccls. | 

For, as the Weapons of a Chriſtians Warfare, * 
io the methods of his weaning ſhould not be Car- 
A2ak Such may as well hope to run at Tilt,and 
defeat Satan with a Spear of Bulruſhes. 

If you run a young skittiſhHorſe upa ſteep Hill 
to break his Mctta), you may ſooner make him 
broken-winded and unſerviceable, than expect 
thus to tame him. 

The Body is the Souls Afs, which will no 
lopger be able to carry it, than you allow it fit- 
ting Fodder. 

Thcre is an honour, a due and juſt Debt to 
Nature, jn the harmleſs Conſtitution of it. 

Though we are not Debtors to the Fleſh to 
Pamper it, leſt it ſhould Caſt its Rider 3 yet we 
mult ſupply it with neceſſary Recruits. 

This is far from making Proviſion for the 
Fleth, to fulfil the Lutis thereof, 

The Apoſile Pazl, who beat down his Budy, 
who gave it Club-Law, the Blackand Blew Eye, 
that it might not caſt an Amorous wanton 
Glance, to court ſenſual Vanities yet, knew 
how to obſerve a fit moderation in it. 

He Cenſures all monaltick, ſelf-impoſed Se- 
verities, which ſpare not the Body, as a Device 
of Satan,, to deſtroy it rather than to bring it in 
ſubjection'to the Spirit, 40 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt himſelf would not have New Wine put 
into Old Bottles; To fignifie that immoderate 
Fattings, Humicubations, Pilgrimages and all 
extraordinary Sufferings , or Tamings of the 
Fleſh,are not ſuitable to young Converts, newly - 
weaned 3 leſt they deter them from a chearful 
imbracing the Chriſtian Inſtitution, and a cone 
ſtant Progreſs in Religion. 

Pride uſually ſprings up from the Root of 
ſuch bitterneſs againſt the harmleſs ſupport of 
Nature : Popiſh Severities fatten Luſts, while 
they ſtarve the Bodyz and while Men thus 
threaten to ſtub up their inordinate deſires, they 
water their Root the more, by a ſecret comply- 
ance with them. | 

This Irregular Zeal, blazes like Moſes Buſh, 
in a threatning of Mens Lultsz yet there is no 
heat of a juſt Revenge which may quite confume 
them.. 

Sinners deceive and more pollute their Souls 
by falſe Counterfeit , un-Scriptural Arts, and 
Rules of weaning. 

6. Another ſort of Sinners not really wean- 
ed are ſuch, who being twitcht and bitten wich 
the Worm of Conſcience, have a falſe Appe- 
tite raiſed towards the Bread of Lite. 

Thus the Capernaits crycd out in a tranſt- 
ent Pallion, Lord ! eyermore give us of this 
Bread, | 


And 
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And Marcellz in the Croud of Chriſt's Audi- 
tors,brake out into this exſtatical Applauſe,Bleſt 
is the Womb which bare thee ! 

Such axe not weaned from the Love of their 
Luſts, who commend the Preacher, that they may 
be excuſed from being commanded by that Do- 
Erine, whici he preſſes upon them for Obedi- 
dience uno Chriſt, 

Others have too groſs and carnal a conceit of 
Spiritual Ordinances, who think theſe appoint- 
cd to allay the ſharp bitings ot an inflamed cx- 

uwcerated Conſcience, while they fin preſump- 
tuouſly. 

By immoderate Belchings and ſtretching of 
their Appetite after Worldly, flatulent, crude 
Joys, they eje& aud Yomir up the good juice of 
the Word, and othcr Ordinances, which 
ſhould nouriſh their Souls to Eternal Life. 

But if thcy do not puke and keck at the 
wholſom Food of Divine Trathz yet thcre re- 
mains a Lipothymia or general faincneſs and tai- 
lure of true atfe&tion, which chills all endea- 
vours after a Heavenly Converſation, by too 
great Evacuations of that Spiritual nouriſh» 
inent, which before was taken down, 

Hence the ſolid part$Þ$f Chriſtianity are difſi- 
patcd and melt away 3 ſo that the means of 
Grace which ſhould allay their hunger toward 
the World, become unprofitable. . This proves 
fatal, becauſe finners eafily deceive A 

with 


(59) 
with this Diſtemper,as if it were a genuine hun« 
ger toward the Ordinances. 

The Word Preacht may raiſe ſtrains of great 
Joy in the hearing 3 yet, the heart not be re- 
newed, nor ſubducd to Chriſt's weaning Diſ- 
cipline. Sucking Children, have their ſmiles 
at their own pretty Fancies 3 yet are not able to 
a& their Reaſon, in any reflection upon the Va- 
nity and Deception of thoſe Imaginations. 
Phrentick ſinners may Cant it in Religious 
Notions, which is but a falſe conception of 
Spiritual Joy 3 becauſe it is only a tranſient 
paſſion raiſed from the briskne(s of the animal 
Spirits, which fly up into the head, yet infecyle 
afterwards the Executive faculties of the Soul, 
becauſe they have no tendency to pruduce a 
lirier courſe of Life. 

Culinary tire may ſcorch more than Elemen- 
taryz yet this, by a more Vital kindly heat, beſt 
conſerves health, and ripens Fruits. 

So, violent ſudden paſſions in finmers, may 
franſport them beyond the ordinary rank of 
Chriſtians, in ſome extraordinary ſervices, 4:1 
ſufferrings 3 yet ſuch ſeeming Zealots are {0 ivr 
from being weancd by ſclt-denial,that they w:r2 
never ſenſible of the proper and real di{pot:c.- 
ons, which introduce the form of a New-Cca- 
ture in Chritt. 

7. Another ſort in the contrary extreme, are 
the Devils weaulings, I mean ſuch, who pre- 

tend 
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tend to be Comprehenſors in the Chriſtzan State, 
and to have arrived at perfefion in Holi- 
nels. 

Theſe are really poſſeſt with' a Dumb and 
Deaf Spiritz they neither pray for Pardon of 
fin, nor attend on any Goſpel-Miniſtry, becauſe 
out of Pride, Curioſity, Fancy, and Selt-Con- 
ccit, they preſume they have Graſpt the perfe- 
ction of Divine Wiſdom as a Monopoly to 
themſelves. 

How are ſuch dcluded, being ſenſual, and 
not having the Spirit of Chriſt , whom they 
pretend to only. Let ſuch know, that a State 
of Spiritual weaning, doth not infer a Con- 
tempt of Golpel-Ordinances 3 it rather increa- 
ſes a genuine, lirong Attccion in hungring and 
thirtting after them, 

The weaned Saint forſakes not his proper 
Spiritual Food for Wind and Traſh but rather 
renews more Earnelt defires after the ſincere 
Milk of the Word of Righteouſnels. 

He lives not a ſeparated Lite from the Com- 
munion of Saints, only, he exchanges his for- 
mer Diet , which was the Datt of the Serpent, 
for more ſolid and retincd nouriſhment. 

He forſakesnot the firti Principles in Chriſti- 
anity, as contemptible Milk tor Babes, but pro- 
ceeds to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledy of 


GoJ1 in Chriti. 
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This more humbles and meckens him toward 
his Fellow-Saints, by Self-denial. It makes 
him more Holy, and Heavenly, more eſtranged 
from the World, and the Vanities of it. 

Like David, he 1s driven into the Wilderneſs, 
he doth not chuſe to want publick Ordinances. 
When he doth; his Soul cven thex pants after the 
Living-God, he thirfts with a more reſileſs, 
ſtrong and impatient appetite, to' ſee the Lords 
Power and Glory, ſo as he had injoyed him in 
the Sanctuary. 

8. Sort of ſinners not weaned, are broken- 
winded,and impatient Suiters for Relief in their 
diſtrels. Such are not prevailed with, to give 
Chrilt the quict and full poſſeſſion of their hearts 
in an univerſal Dominion over them, becauſe 
they are xot content that he ſhould ſpeed or de- 
lay, grant or deny their deſires. 

The Iſraelites were counted eftranged from 
God, becauſe they waited not for his Counſels, 
neither were ſtedtaſt in his Covenant. While the 
Lords diſpenſations pleaſed them, they ſang 
his praiſes. What a ſtrong Rock, what a pit- 
tiful Redeemer had they to befriend them! 

Yet, let him try their Patience in ſuſpending 
bis help, how ſoon do they forget the wonders 
of his hand, grqw weary of his conduct , 
luſpe&t his care and faithfulneſs, reproach 
him, and fall to thcir ol4 hank of mur- 
muring. 

But- 
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But a Saint truly weaned, doth not Antedate 
Divine Promiſes, nor ſlack his own purpoſes 
of Obedience. He doth not anticipate dclive- 
rance, nor with a ſhort- winded impatient pee- 
viſhnel(s, ſnatch a Mercy out of the hand of the 
Lord, before he be willing to beſtow it. 

Our mouths muſt not water after the forbid- 
den Fruit of Sin, nor after the overhaſty fulfil 
Raw Fruit breeds Worms in Children. + 

Not to wait filently for the Ripening of deli- 
verance, 1s the ready way to blaſt it, or to anti- 
cipate it with a Curſe. 

Even Manns over-eagerly hoorded up ſtank 3 
and ſuddenly became as much loathed as it was 
impatiently longed tor. Had Facob (as plain a 
Man as he was F been thorowly weaned from 
Self-ſecking and Unbelict, he had never attempt- 
ed to have fnatcht at the Promiſe, while the 
Fruit hung, unripe upon it, nor to have forettal- 
{cd the Bleſſing of his Father, by the diſguize of 


an Artificial Lye. 


A weaned Saint , ( ſo far 4s ſuch) will not 


- turn afide to crooked ways and unlawtul ſhifts, 


to accompliſh his defign. 

Faith doth not feta Man upon prepoſterous 
Courlcs. | 

Therefore let none pretend to truſt in God's 
Promiſes , while they make yoid his Laws. 


That 


I 
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That is an Orthodox Regular Faith, which 

ſo bears Witneſs to the Truth of the Promiſe, 

that it will not betray the "Cruſt of Duty. 

There is Power and Wiſdom enough ia the 
Wombof every Divine Promile, to bring it 
{elf to the Birth, without the Miuwifery of any 
finful expedients, or cxcentrical practices to 
wphold the Lords tidclity by our diffimulati- 
on. 

Therefore a weaned Frame doth not only 
produce al/orking.Suffering and Abſtaining Pati- 
ence from the forbidden Fruit of Sinzbut alſo an 
Expecting, Wazting Patience, in order to reap, 
when Ripe, the Blcſſing of every delayed Mer- 
Cy. . 

A weaned Saint, had rather have the Boon 
which he asks denied, than croſs the Rwle in 
asking. He is more troubled it his dcfires 
prove Iuordinate, than that the Lord takes no 
Order to ſpeed and gratifte them» 

He is very full and pregnant with holy defires, 
yet his Importunity doth not juſtle out his 
Modeſty, He is a ſelf-denying Supplicant, his 
delixes are neither peremptory nor itmpatt- 
Ents 

He will lie at Heaven-Gate, though Relict do 
not faſten to him. 

He eſteems an heart made willing and able 
to wait, as a Mercy equal wo that he waits for. 


And indeed, it is part of an Anſwer as well 
as 
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as a Pledg ofgratifying his Requeſt. 

9. The ninth ſort of Sinners not truly weans 
ed, are ſuch who are Dumb under the Lord's 


' weaning, ttrokes 3 which is more ſad and dan- 


gerous than any fting of AfMidction whatſoe- 
VET. | 

There is a falſe quietneſs, or ſilence of Spirit 
under Croſs diſappointments and ſufferrings, 
which differs very much from the generous Di- 
vine Submitlion, and Acquieſcency of a wean- 
ed Saint, | 

T. It ariſes from want of inward Convidti- 
on of fin. A ſpurious Patience is the ſullenneſs 
and ſtoutne(s of a rebellious, proud,impenitent, 
wn heart. Foxlneſs of Guilt produces Felneſs of 

pirir. 

2. It flows from utter deſpair, becauſe ſuch 
who are conlirainedly patient, and repine 
though they do not Rage, conccit that the ſtroke 
of their wound is unparallePd and incurable, 
Amos 6. 10. Hold thy peace, be filent even trom 
praying, tor we have plaid the part of Hypo- 
crites fo long, that Now, we may not make 
mention of, much leſs Glory in the Name of the 
Lord. 

3. Reaſon or Common ſenſe,may Argue fin- 


- ners intoa cer Moral Patience, making a Ver- 


fue of Necefſity. Becauſe when| the Lord of 
Hofts takes hoid on Judgment , no Created 


Power can ſirike his Sword out of his hand. 
And 
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And what is without all Remedy, muft by ſi- 
lence be endurcd. 

But a truly weaned Saint, doth not only ſb- 
mit out of Duty and Conſcience, rather than 
Conſtraint , but can alſo Cleave to God; he will 
Clear and Juſtitic, yea Bleſs him with a thank- 
full heart, and a Fruitful Life z when he lays 
his Ax to the Root of his dearcit enjoyments. 

Faith welcoms Afﬀi&cions as good Angels 
ſent for its Inſtruction, becauſe they Cure 
our {inful Surfcits, and Blced us} in the Maſtier- 
Vein. 

A weaned Saint, counts himſelf lefs then the 
leaſt of Divine Mercics, even below the Lords 
condeſcention to Corrett him. 

He will joyn, and take part with God againſt 
his own Intereſt andEnjoyments. 

Yea, he ejoyceth in the Lord abſtractedly 
for himſelf, when he is (tript naked of all Earth- 
ly Comforts. 

A ſupernatural Patience can rejoyce in Bonds, 
ling in Priſon, Glory in Tribulation, Triumph 
in Sufferings, and count it ſelf exalted in the 
| deepeti abatctnent for Righteouſneſs {ake. 
| A Real Chriftian maintains a Confiltency in 

the tranquillity of his Mind, while he Ploughs 
the Waves of every amazing Providence, with 
the ſteedy Helm of an Heroick Faith,gutded by 
the Pole-Star of the Word of God. 


He 


F 


ſeeming Patience. He well knows that a Bird 
by:fluttering draws the ſnare the firaiter upon 
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He is anointed with the Spirit of Holineſs as 
a Son of Peace, therefore he murmurs not. 
Thus, Oyle afſwages the Tempeſtuous Raging 
of the Sea. ; 
| His Faith works by Love, and this puts a 
good Conſtruction on every Divine Chaltifc- 
ment. 

But now the Hypocrite who ſeems weaned 
by ſubmiſſivencſs in ſuffering , ſets a demure 
Countenance on a froward Heart. 

His Patience 1s (moſt-what) ſelfiſh and thea- 
trical, to gain the Reputation of a Generous and 
Heroick Mind. 

Yet, out of deſperate preſumption he courts 
Death, as the only Refuge of his Cowar- 
diſc: 

Thc Hypocrite ſtudies his Hearts-caſe in his 


3t ſelf, that a Fellon who attempts to break Pri- 
ſon is loaded with a heavier Chain, that the 
fiubborn Child by fretting and kicking, gets no- 
thing but more Kinging Laſhes. 

Thas, a Maletactor-lays down his neck upon 
the Block as eavex E cleaverly as he can,left it he 
ſhould:ftartle or relitt, he ſhould increaſe his 
Torture: - 

Bur nowa weaned' Saint is patient, becaule 
he eſpics Love in the Corre@ion, and hopes to 
cxperimcnt ſpiritual Advantage from his ſut- 
tcrings: 


— 
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ferings- He can eſpy a bright Lamp of $Salva- 
tion,m the midſt of the ſmoaking Furnace ; Ho- 
ney in the Carcaſe of a Lion 3 Halcyox-Jays ina 
Storm, - and is afſurcd that of Thorns he ſhall 
gather Grapes, and fetch Mcat, the hid Manna 
of Divine Conſolation, out of the Eatcr of ſome 
walting devouring providence. 

The Hypocrite may pretend to ſome degree of 
Softneſs of heart, while ſcorcht by Affliction 3 
yet, he ſoon returns to the folly of fin, and 
diſcontent at his ſufferings; As the Fleſh of a 
Peacock Roalted , turns Raw again after a few 
hours Reſervation. 

(On the contrary) the magnanimous pati- 
ence of a weaned Saint, being in{uperable is 
not ſtixted, nor ordinarily Refled or diſcompo- 
{cd by the ſeverefſt ſequeſtration of his neareſt 
and deareſt Earthly Joys. 

His Faith can divorce the heart from the 
Heart, the renewed part of a Chriſtian from 
the Carnal, and make the Soul forget its wont- 
ed Acts of exceſs, in the Ford fallyings out of 
his Atﬀtections to the Creature. 

All che uſc of mourning tor the want or loſs 
of Worldly accommodati-ns, 1s ouly This, to 
revenge himſclt on his Luſts, which he made 
the Idols of his heart. 

He knows, that ſighs are too Spiritnal a blaſt 
to bz ſp:nt on any thing but his Sins. 
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Being fixt in the admiration of the Lords 
infinite excellcncies, no -Worldly loſs or gain 
can divert his intire Communion with the 
Fountain of pure Joy. 

Thus, he ftains not his Chriſtian profeſſion 
with any ſullen Tcars in a Low aftlited ſtate z 
nor is tranſported with fond delights, in an 
High-eftate. For he well conſiders that it is 
from the ſame Love, that the Lord ſtrikes and 
{troaks a Saint. 

Thus, his Faith can turn an Hell of deep 
diſquietmcnt in Sexſe, into an Heaven of Joy 
and Triumph. 

A weaned Saint higthens his contentment to 
a thankful Spirit for AMlictions, as happy op- 
portunitics of Improving a Gracious Frame. 


This thankfulne(s is conjoyned with a Reſo-. 


lution, to hold fati his Integrity, though the 


Loxd (mite him into the place of Dragons, and 


cover him with the ſhaddow of Death. 

Yea, a wcaned Saint is quickened to become 
more Adive in Obedicnce, by how much the 
more ne is depreſt in grievous exigencies and 
diltreſſcs, | 

Thus che Ball firuck with the Racket re-+ 
bounds the higher : The Vine being pruned , 


bleeds not to death, but weeps it felt into great- | 


er Fruitfulnels. | 

Again, a Saint Cenſures not the Lords wean- 
ing Mcthods before the Reſult land winding 
up of the deſign, VY hen 
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When the Lord fircs him out of all his Earth* 
ly injoyments, yet he knows that the good 
will of the Lord dwells in the Buſh, to make it 
flouriſh in the midſt of the conſuming Flames. 

Theretore ſays he, it is good to draw nigi 
to the Holy One, when his Diſpenſations are 
moſt dreadtul and ſevere. 

Thus his Faith informs and aſſures him,that he 
can as little want the Diſcipline of the Croſs,as 
an Heavenly Inheritance. 

That by deep and heavy Tryals, the Lord 
ſtamps a Badg of honour upon him, accounting, 
him to be his Champion and a reſolute defender 
of the Faith of Chriſt. 

Thus weaned Saints quiet themſelves under 
all their diſtrefſes, yea Triumph in the Crofs of 
Chriſt as the top of their felicity and the Creſt 
of their preferment. 

10. Thetenth ſort of Sinners not thorowly 
weaned, are partial, but not Repeating Refor- 
madocs. 

A Child withdrawn only from the Breaſt, yet 
brought up by hand with the Bozzle and the 


| Spoon, 1s not weaned in as proper ftrict Sence 3 


but only :equivocally, till it can acquieſce in 
a more Manly kind of Food. 
So, though Sinners lic not ſoaking at the 


| Breſts of the World, by ſome accidental diver- 


fion from the more Uſual and common ways of 
cheriſhing their Luſtsz yet if they find plea- 
Tx (ures 
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fures from ſome more Refined methods and (c- 
cret contrivances in finning z which more ſuta- 
bly promote their preſent delign 3 they cannot 
be ſaid to be weaned in any tolerable ſence. 


Luft is Luſt, whether it be maintained by ſe- 


cret immediate Self-Love, in Ads of Selt-ſeck- 


ing, ſclt-confidence, and ſelf-exalting, or from ' 


the Bottle and Spoon of ſome forreign collateral 
ſuccours, which more viſibly tend to the ſenſual 
gratification of our fleſhly Appetite. 

There is a ſtrange kind of finful metempſycho- 
fir, the ſtrength of concupiſcence. may pals 
out of one extreem into another. Lefſer Luſts 
may be intent upon feeding the main Spring, as 
paying a Homage to it 3 yet are they no Loſers 
by this Officiouſne(s 3 for, they are not ſtarved 
hereby but ſtrengthned. 

Thus divers parts of the Body ſerve to con- 
vey nouriſhment to the Liver, as the Foun- 
tain of Blood, from whence they are moiſined 
and ſupplied afterwards with an| Addition of 
growth and ſtrength. 

So little are our hearts weaned from the Love 
and Reign of any fin, while its proper operati- 
ons are ſuſpended to uphold the defign, or gra- 
titic the Intereſt of ſome Capital Luft. 

Every Breaſt doth not agree with the Conſti- 
tution of every Child. Nor doth every partt- 
cular kind of fin ſzzt the defire of every finner. 


Some, as Romulus and Remus, ſuck a Wolf, in 
the 
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the Exerciſe of Oppreſſive Power. Others 
though they live not on Rapine, and ſucking of 
Blood as Eagles yet 25. the Salamander, they 
take delight to frisk in the Flames of Conten- 
tions ; 

And as the Cameleon, they pant and gaſp af- 
ter the pleaſing, yet fickle Air of popular ap- 
plauſe. The Epicure, though he do not make 
the Wedg of Gold his Confidence, yet he 
makes his Belly and ſenſual Pleaſures his 
God. 

As Cleopatra,who at one draught exhauſted as 
many diffolved Pearls as amounted to the value 
of a Kingdom. Such dig their Graves with 
their Teeth, and are buried Alive in their exceſ(- 
five Riots, as Sardanapalys that Monſter of In- 
temperance. 

II. The Eleventh ſort of Sinners not really 
wean?d are ſich, who -though they may com- 
ply with eaſier and plain commands 3 yet re- 
main partial in their Obedience, and limp like 
a Badger with one Leg, when Commands are 
difficult, or liecroſs to Carnal Reaſon, perſona 
Credit or Worldly Intereſt. | 

For the Former, this isa deep tryal of ſelf. 
denial, when an Ivjundion is put on a perſon, 
the dutiful obſervance of which ſeems to Corn 
tradi Daty. When the precept of trya! ſeems 


| | to thwart the ſetled Precept of ordinary Obedi- 


| ENCE, 


F 4 : Nay, | 
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Nay,to juſtle and run counterwiſe againſt the 
Promiſe of God. When a Man can hardly 
obey God, but he muſt make him a Lyar. As 
in Abraham's Caſe, he could not offer up his Son 
but he mutt violate that Command, Thor ſhalt 
01 kill; yea, if he had conſulted Carnal Rea- 
ſon, he mult haye offered ſome Violence to his 
Faith and ſecmingly to the Peracity of God, 
that all Nations ſhould be called and bleſt in 1/a- 
ac: Now different Obligations begetting crols 
apprehenſions in the Soul, do exceedingly puz- 
zle, oppreſs, and diſtract it, yea, increalc its 
fryals and troubles to a- perplcxing height. 

Yet, a Weaned Soul, who is not (elfcon- 
ceited, nor ſtrives for the ſupremacy of his own 
Will, can reconcile ſceming contrariant Precepts 
in the Holy Uzity and ſimplicity of the Divine 
Nature. For the very Command of the Lord 
fiamps Holineſs on that very Action, which 0s 
therwiſe were unlawful. 

You muſt know, that other Actions which 
arc only indifferent in their own nature, yet be- 
come abſolutcly neceflary upon a Divine poſetzve 
Law injoyning them- 

Some are commanded becauſe precedently 
good in their own Nature, as to love God for 
himſelf, to hate fin as an unnatural Act toa 
Mans ſelf. Moral Duties are generally and unt- 
verſally known by the very Light of Natare 


2nd are grounded in their neceſfity and 
ſnitable- 
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ſaitableneſs, on the very #0ticx of the Deity and 
his unchangeable Holineſs. But particular po- 
ftive Duties which bind by« expreſs Revelati- 
on are good and neceffary to be fulfilled, becauſe 
of the Wiſdom and Authority of the Lawgiver, 
though Carnal Reaſon cannot greſs at their E- , 
quity, uſcfulneſs or neceſſity ; Of this Nature, 
were the Fewiſh Ceremonies, which yet were 
punctually in every Circumſtance obſerved by 
the Faithful Forefathers. 

What Reaſon can be aſſigned, why the Jews 
ſhould be prohibited , ſuch and ſuch forts of 
Meats, which were pallatable and wholſome, 
yet they were txtored in their Bill of Fare, and 
trained up. to Self-denial in theſe ſevere reſtri- 
| tions. Though (I ſuppoſe) fome Moralztzes 
might lie couchant in them. 

As they might not plough with an Ox and 
an Aſs, nor ſow divers Sceds promiſcuouſly, in 
theſame plat of Ground,nor wear a Garment of 
Linſi-Woolhe, to fignite how hatefull to 
God all impure mixtures are in his Service, or 
any diſagreeing Principles in Religion. But if 
ſach MyKeries never were made known in theſe 
poſitive Laws, yet the bare Authority of God, 
is Reaſon ſufficient and obliging, why the mi- 
nuteſtCircumſtances of anyAction otherwiſc z#- 
—_ ſhould be obſerved and punctually ful- 
led. 


Thus 
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Thus it is with weaned Saints, for true Obe 
dicnce 15 #1yiform and uziverſal. 

As Saints will impoſe no Laws in Divize 
concernments upon themſelves, as abſolutely 
neceſſary : fo they are very cautious in abltai- 
ningfrom all the occaſions & appearances'*ot evil. 
They are weaned from the Bottle and the Spoon, 
from all the acceſſory helps and incouragements 
of their Luſts, as well as trom the Breaſts of 
more viſible pleafing and grofſer Temptations ra 
Sin- They are troubled for an impure Dream 
and will not ſpeculate the leaſt iniquity, fo 
much as in their fancy. 

Alſo, they are Cxriozs about the leaſt Cir - 
cumſtance of every Action, that it be done for 
Manner, Meaſure, Time, and Place, to a right 
End, and in a due Order and Decorum. Moſes 
and Nv4b in erecting theTabernacle &Ark were 
in every Circumſtance directed and limited by 
Divine appotatment. Weaned Souls are faith> 
ful in every pundiiio of their charge. 

But Hypocrits zzke Laws and impoſe ſeveri- 
tics on themſelves, as pleaſing Bonds, whereas 
Chriſt's Laws are Toes and pinching Fetters, 
which thcy ſtrive to diflolve, and break away 
from. 

This ſhews, they are not weaned from an 
opinion of (eli-ſuperintendency, and the admi- 
ration of their Cargal Wiſdom. 


The 
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The great Conteſt *twixt God and Sinners is, 
whoſe Will ſhall ftand for a Law & Rule in the 
Ordering out of their Aﬀections and Actions. 
Yet our Wills are too big and head-ftrong for 
our blinded corrupt underſtandings ,to Govern. 
Hence we are guided by no fixt ſirict Rule, but 
hurried by Pride and Paſſion, iſſuing from our 
darkned and miſtaken apprehenfions of the chief- 
eſt good. | 
Therefore, we had need be weaned from ſelt- 
Supremarcy , that we may be directed ſafely, 
according to the Wiſdom of God revealed in the 
written Word, and not led by Fancy, or the 
impulſes of a private Spirit. For we cafily are 
induced to believe that Lawful, neceſſary, and 
commendable, which we have a mind to in 
gratifying, our Luſts, or advancing our World- 
ly Intereſt. Ih 5 
But, in a truly weaned Frame of Submiſſion 
to all God's Laws, in every Circumſtance, con- 
fiſts our true Liberty , Safety, Wiſdom, and 
Magnanimity of Spirit. Otherwiſe we ſhall 
ſoon become Captives to Satan, and our Luſts. 
Moralifts and Hypocrits may proceed far in 
a courſe of Obedience 3 and yet not be truly 
weaned, becauſe not thorowly brought off from 
the Dictates of Carnal Reaſonzto ſubſcribe oxly 
to the Lords good Will and Pleaſure, in order- 
ing out the minuteſt Circumſtances of their 
Actions. 
The 
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The ſtrength of Wiſdom and ſincerity of Obe- 
dience is ſeen moſt, in a ſirict Obſervance of 
all due Circumſtances, Theſe many timcs a- 
mount to more conſiderable weight in the Lords 
account, than either the matter of Duty, or of 
Sin. 

Therefore, David prays, Order my ſteps in 
thy ord, as cautiouſly and curiouſly, as they 
who climb Rocks, or dance upon a Rope. 

How ſevercly. hath the Lord puniſht an Er- 
rxor,or failure in the very Circumjtance of a Com- 
mand? When the Commiſiion hath not been 
fulfilled to the leaſt tittle and pundGilio ? Such, 
who arc not thorowly weaned,conceit,they may 
make bold in the manner, or meaſure, or Order 
of managing a Duty, according to the module 
of their Carnal- apprehenſion , and that this 
overſight, or raſh Zeal, in z»deratting or over- 
acting, may plead an indulgence of Courſe. But, 
the Lord hath given Inſtances to the Contrary : 
Viz. in Sauls ſparing Agag,and in his not ſiay- 
0g for Samucl, when he was difireſt by the 
Philiſtins. 

In Lets Wife looking back. In Uzzab's 
touching the Ark , and the Bethſhemites pry- 
ing into the Ark, when recovered from the 
Philiſtizes. In the young Prophet going back 
with the Old, to cat and todrink, (1 Kings 
13- 18.) though be were over-reacht by the pre- 


tence of an Angeclical Revelation. 
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A weaned. Saint is Cautious about the leaſt 
Sin, and very Curious about the leaſt Circume 
{tance of a Duty. Thercfore , Naaman was 
not thorowly weaned, when he excepted againſt 
waſhing his Leprofie feaven times in the Wa- 
ters of Jordan, Nor thoſe who walke to go 
down into Egypt, who ſurrounded the Borders 
to eſpy where they might find out the moſt 
convenient paſſages to ſlip into Egype, without 
any ſuſpicion of a Defigz in it, Iſa. 3o. 1, 2. 

Yet how did thefe Hypocrits profeſs a weaned 
Frame, in Fer. 42- Whether the Lords An+ 
{wer be good or evil; (Politically they mean,and 
not morally)yet,we will obcy,though to our in- 
convenience and difadvantage. 

So that perſon (1n 1 Kings 20» 35, 36, 37+) 
was more nicely and ſzuperſtitzouſly Conſcien- 
tious , than truly rcfpccttul to the Prophet 
who rctuſed to wound him by a Divine Com- 
mitiion ; therefare he was ſlain by a Lion, not 
bccaule he had a Cowards heart, but for his pre- 
tended Sanctity, and the (crupulolity of an Hy- 
pocrite. 

So that weaned Saints do not Judg of the E= 
quity or neceſſity of Divine Commands, by 
outward appearance to their Carnal Reaſon, but 
rcadily obcy their Commiſſion when they elpy 
the ſtamp and warrant of Divine Authority, 
though the matter , or Circumſtance of the 
 Conimand, {eem unrcaſonabic and ridiculous. 
Yea, 
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Yea, lie Croſs to their perſonal Reputation and 
Worldly Intereſt. 

I may inſtance in Noabs building the Ark, for 
which he was flouted , as if he doatcd, and 
would ſet a ſhip to Sail on dry Land. 

In Foſpuah's compaſſing Ferico ſeaven times 
with the blaſt of Rams Horns 3 which feemed 
a fooliſh ſiratagem to any politick Engineer. Yet 
being weaned from ſelt-guidance, he was afſu- 
red of victory, made ready to his hand, and 
that he ſhould difpoſſeſs the Canaanites as cafily 
as he could put off his Shoos. 

Gideon alſo ſlew the Midianites as ove Man, 
becauſe he was weaned from his own Carnat 
Wiſdom, and did not diſpute the unlikelineſs 
of the means. | 

Some proud hufhng Alexander would have 
laught ac the blaſt of Trumpets, at Lamps in- 
cloted in; Earthen Pitchers , as a likely Stra- 

tagem, by the daſhing of which in picces, the 
deliruction of fo Potcnt an Enemy was to be 
obtained. 

But Gideons Faith ſilenced all Carnal Reaſon, 
{o that by a weaned Frame he got the Conquet?. 

A rare Example tor us Chriltians, it we would 
defeat our Spiritual Enemies, not to diſfputc 
much lcfs dcipite the Inftitutions of Chriti in 
the Goſpel, though they ſeem never fo inconli- 
derab!c, flight , idle, vain and fooliſh. 


The 
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The Apoſiles as deſpicable as they ſeemed to 
be, yct being weancd by ChrifPs Call from their 
Carnal Wiſdom , and the Worlds fplendor, 
proved Men 'of Cc urage, becauſe of Self-de- 
nial. 

They endurcd hardſhip, as Gideon's reduced 
three hunderedSoldiers, who did not bow down 
upon their knees in a ſordid Compliance with 
{finners humors, or any exceſs in Worldly plea- 
ſures, but were wholly intent upon their 
March and Mcſlage. 

By theſe Jeſpicable Pabecs and Sucklings did 
the Lord ordain firength to ſtill or ſiop the 
Mouths of the Enemy, the Atheiſt and Aven- 
ger, viz. the perſecutors of the Goſpel. 

By theſe weanlings, the Lord confounded the 
Carnal Wiſdom of the chiefcti Philoſophers and 
Politicians among the Gentile Nations. 

They only carried forth the Light and Frea- 
fare of the Goſpel in Earthen Veſlcls, in frail 
Bodies, the very breaking of winch by perfecuti- 
On, cauſed the ſound and tame of theixs Con= 
ſtancy ro fcatter the darknels of Satans King- 
dom and confound the rage of all their Engc- 
MICS» 

So ſtrong and Victorious are Bulruſhes in the 
hand of Omnipotency, to gain a Conquelt 0+ 
| ver the powers of Hcll. 

12. The Twelth fort of ſinners, not truly 
weaned, are Civilized Moralitts, who ag 
thcic 
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their: own Righteouſneſs and Center there, as a 
meritorious Title to claim Heaven by. Thele 
deſpiſe the Infinite ſatisfaction of Chriſt, even 
the whole undertaking of his Mcdiatory Righ- 
tcouſnels and Obedience; as alſo the conjunct 
inſeparable Impreſſions of his SanGifying Spi- 
rik. 

Some Sinners think themſelves thorowly 
weaned and eftranged from their Luſts, becauſc 
they have quittcd their ſenſual Execfles3 yet, 
the Spirit of Satan may ſtill Reign in chem 
though it do notRage'to that degree of Bruitiſh- 
neſs as before. vs 

Thus, ſome Bethelamites becauſe they Rattle 
not their Chains as pleaſing Muſick, Fancy they 
are thorowly recovered of their Phrenfic, yet 
the hidden diſtemper and Original cauſe Re- 
mains. 

Becauſe at preſent they Rave not, becauſe 
their Keeper hath indulged them to walk into 
freſh Ayr, to put on better Cloaths, which they 
tore of before | and they arc let out of their 
Denn, to Converſe with ſuch who are poſſet- 
ſors of right Reaſon, as Maſters over their pa(- 
ſions : Theſe whimſical perſons preſently con- 
ccit that no ſpice of Phrenly lurks about them, 
They think they necd no longer the Inſpection, 
Carc and Condutt of their Eceper. Hence, be- 
ing over-contident of tlicir Carc, they relapſe 
into the former Parox#yſms of Raving, TR 
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I may apply this, to all fuch finncrs, who 
are not convinc't of the abſolute necclity of 
Chriſt's Imputed Righteouſneſs, to cover the 
ſhame of their nakedneſs, 

Yct.is not this ſufficient, to declare theſe Lu- 
naticks fully ſctled in their right Minds 3 unlcfs 
by Selt-denial they be made willing to fit at Fe- 
ſus Feet, and learn from his Spirit the Myſtery of 
A Sandified State, Which can only cure the 
crazineſs of their natural corrupted Faculties , 
and the Phrenſic of their Sculs, 

Juſtihed perſons, united to God in Chritt, 
necd- the Jadicious Guidance, and Guard- 
ſhip of the Spirit of beth, to Sanctify and heal 
the imbred hereditary Corruption of their Na- 
ture. 

For pardon of $7, is but the halt-State of 
Goſpel.Salvation in reſtoring, Sinners, 

This alone cannot ſatisfy the mind of a Ge- 
nuine Hcaven-born Chriſtian. 

There muſt alſo be the Infuſion of a loyal 
diſpoſition to ſeal and manifctt the Pardon, 
even, a renewed Frame of heart in this 
weaued Selt-denying diſpoſition, to ſuit and 
and comply with all the ſerious, moſt dithculc 
duties of the Chriſtian-State, 

Sinners mult not only be weaned from their 
Exceſfles in their Surfeits, but muſt alſo be win- 
owed from {the Chafty ImperfeRions, and de- 
tilement of their own beſt Righteouſncls. 
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| Yea, they muſt ſubmit themſelves to the 
Cure and Condudt of the Spirit of Sandtifica- 
tion: In both which Reſpects he is ſtiled the 
Spirit of Judgment and of Burning 3 to Con- 
{ume all Selt-Arrogance, which truſts in, and 
boaſts of a Self-Righteouſneſs, as well as to 
purge oat all the Reliques of ſenſual, fond, foo- 
Iiſh Aﬀccions to detiling Lulis, and the inor- 
divate overvaluing of Creature-Comforts and 
Enjoyments. 

Otherwiſe, there 15 no true weaning by the 
Spirit of Holineſs, bur only the ſweeping and 
Garniſhing of a rotten Sepulchre, into . which, 
ſtanding empty, the unclean Spirit will re-enter, 
and more confirm his Title, without any Fear 
of a rcal diſpoſſefſion. Luſts, by moral Con- 
victions may be diſturbed , and not ſo often 
Rant and Rave as formerly, by the preſent re- 
ſtraints of a civilized Temper and Diſpofiti- 
Np 
Such ſober Phrenſge, as *tis leſs ſuſpected, fo 
"tis more hardly cured , becauſe miliaken for 
the perfe& Recovery of the Sinner, to a right 
Frame of Mind. 

How hard is it to Convince Phariſaical Spi. 
rits, and Self-Juſticiaries, of the neceſſity of ap. 
plying Chritts Righteoulſnels, to lead a true va- 
Iid Title to Eternal Lite 3 Or to lay profirate 
t1cir Spiritual priding of themſelves in the 
tinkling of their own Imaginary Excellcncies! 
It's 
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Irs uſual for Frantick ſinners, to pleaſe them- 
ſelves in their Crazy Fancy, and ſtrongly to 
imagine, that they Reign as Kings over their 
impetuous Luſts 3 when-as they are deeper poſ- 
{eſt by, and inſlaved unto them. 

That He@tick Fever , which lurks within, 
and preys upon the Vital Spirits is molt dange- 
rous. So is formality the bane of ſound Reli- 
gion. Slight Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ſport 
themſelves with their maſquing Mock-ſhowes 
in a pretended Reformation. Such are not true=- 
ly weaned from Luſts, and the Love of the 
World,to Chriſt, 

Therefore at laſt their Surfeit breaks out to a 
| loathing of the very form of Godlineſs, becauſe 
they deſpiſed and denicd the power. 

It is* not a Cynical, ſullen Raillery at the 
| Worlds Treachery and adultcrate Beauty which 
can alienate our Hearts from an Amorous pur- 
{uit of itz unleſs True Grace ſubdue our 1in- 
clination to admire it. 

Concupiſcence cannot be extinguiſht, or 0+ 
verpoized, but only by the Intenſer flame of a 
Chaſt Love to God for himfelf, as the Eſſence 
and pertection of our Happineſs: 

This is Real Evangelical weaning, when the 
Pride of our Carnal Wiſdom, the {tubbornneſs 
of our perverſe Wills, and the Exorbitancy of 
our wild humorſom Afﬀections, are deaded by 
the power of Chriſts Death,and the LoyelyBeau- - 
ty ofa Crucifed Jeſus. G 2 Yeaz 
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Yea, the Life of Jcſus muſt be made mant- 
{ct in our mortified Body, to Eclipſe all Crea- 
turc-Excellcncics that we may be quickned to a 
Life of Sole -dependeney upon the Lord's Alſut- 
ficiency, to influence the Soul in the Vigorous 
purſuit of all Relative Dutics toward Ged and 
Man. 

A truly weaned Frame, 15 no other than the 
Judicious Eledive State of | every Regenerate 
Perſon. 

This flows from U#ion with Chriſt by Faith. 

This obliges to Heart-purity and Chaſtityznot 
fo caſt the leaſt wanton Glance toward the de- 
fling Vanitics of the World, 

Beſides, the Vndiion of Chriſt's Spirit works 
in trucly-weaned Pcrfons, a Sandified Judg- 

Jnent whereby they can make a right, and due 
cltimation of Perſons and Things. 

Therctorc, ſuch cannot contorm to the Di- 
Gaics of Carnal Reaſon, nor incbriate them- 
{clvcs with thc Carcs and Pleaſures of a Senſual 
Lite. 

Such being Renewed by Gracious Principles, 

their hearts and Aﬀections are fet Right 3 the 
bent and po1ze of their deſires 15 carricd out to 
prove aud delight only, where God himfclt doth. 
rg are weaned, becauſe the Son of God 
12th made in their bchalf, a'compleat Conqueli 
wer the World, in all its diſſembling Artiticcs, 
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and Temptationss® As he hath won it, (o he 
will Maintain it, in all ch, who being Born of 
God, aſpire to a Divize Generofity, and Inge. 
nuity of Spirit 3 to follow the ſteps and exam- 
ple of their great General and Redeemer, 

For a truly-weaned Frame, though it ariſe 
from Faith in Chritt, working Scli-emmprinefs 
and Selt-Abaſement, yet it grows up to a Holy= 
Rarclineſs of Spirit, whereby the renewed Soul 
grows coy to' all Temptations which ſtudy to 
dehle its Virzin-Chaſticy. 

This is that Spoxſe-like Girdle, ' whereby the 
Chriſtian is kept cleaving to the Lord's Alſirffici- 
ency for him,” to conſiitute the Effence of true 
happineſs. 

The Lord alone is the Foundation of his 
weanlings future Hopes and preſent Comforts 3 
For, bcing United to him by Faith, they clexve 
to him as the Center ot theirLove and Delighe 3; 
deriving, all their ſatisfaction trom his 1nhnite 
and molt amiable pertections. | 

Thus Faith and Sclt-denial , are the tio 
main Poles, on which , the whole weight ot 
Chrittian Religion dcpends'z and the Practi- 
cal improvement of it, turns it {cif 

Hereby, we are demonſtrated, to be truly 
weaned or mortified, when all Selt-2rrogatice or 
Contidence in our own Righteouſneſs 13'reject- 
dz and the Creature becomes Nullified, that 
Ciirilt alon? may be Magnihed as' all in all, to 
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compleat our Eternal Happineſs. To which 
muſt be added, an Univerſal, Free, and Chear- 
ful Reſignation of our whole Man, to the Go- 
vernment of Chriſt's Word and Spirit. 

Natural CarnalMen are only pretenders unto 
this Frame of heart z whatever ſpecious ſem- 
blances thereof, they may hold forth in the mo- 
ral ſtri&neſs of their Converſation. 

For is it poſſible that perſons ſhould Evange- 
lically be weaned by ſolid Converſion to the 
Lord'; and yet deſpiſe, or oppoſe the genuine 
inſeparable cffecs of it ? | 

Without the power of Godlineſs, of which 
Self-Jenial is the Spring or Soul 3 there can be 
no thorow eſtrangement from the Love of Luſts, 
or the Allurements of Worldly Vanitics. 

Therefore, to beget, increaſe, and maintain 
a weaned Frame of heartz I ſhall lay down 
theſe following Rules. | 


Rules to become truely weaned. 


7. Take heed of abuſing Chriſtian Liberty 
in the immoderate Uſe of things Lawful. 

Thus Chriſt adviſed his very Apoſiles,though 
weaned to a very high Degree, in forſaking 
all things to teſtific their fincerity, in imbracing 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution: Take heed leſt your 


hearts be overcharged with ſurfciting an the 
Cares of this Life. | 
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Commonly, we fear not a Snare in thoſe Ac- 
commodations which the Lord of the Creation 
allows us,for our refreſhment in our Pilgrimage. 

Theſe muſt not prove as the Fruit of the 
Lote-Tree to ſome Travellers, to make us forget 
our Divine Original, our Heavenly Country , 
while we fing the Worlds Tune in a ſtrange 
Land, viz. What ſhall we Eat, Drink, or where- 
with ſhall we be Cloathed ? never caring to return 
tothe Bolome of God, as our Reit and proper 
Center. 

Remember Siſera's Fate , when. the World 
Fael-like hath made us drunk with ſecular Cares 
and ſecured us in its Tent by groſs ftupidity 3 it 
diſcovers its Courtefie to be full of Craft and 
Treachery : For, after an officious Indulgence, 
which will exceed our defires in Kindneſs, it 
will drive home the Nail of ſelf-perp!lexing 
Fears and Sorrows, not only to our Head, bur 
very Heart it ſelf. 

Thus, the Gnoſticks ſported themſelves with 
their own deceivings, while they pleaded Chrt- 
lian Liberty, that the whole Cieation was pur- 
| chaſed by Chriſt, to maintain them, as the 
q only Huminated Ones, in all exceſs of riot- 
Ing. - 

Thus, they croſt the deſign of Goſpel-Grace 
] which appeared-to teach us to deny all ungodly 
J Luſts, and tolive Soberly, Righteoufly , and 
1 Godly in this preſent world, | 
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Thus, TvegAis pleaſes it (elf fo long in dan- 
cing about the Candle, till it finges its Wings 
or conſumes it ſclt. 

2. Take a true eſtimate of the Creature in 
its Natural Worth, rather than in that falſe. 
Dreſs, which your Imagination tricks it up 1n 3 
{trip all Earthly Vanities out of their deceitful 
Varniſh. For, Satan caſts a ſtrange Miſt before 
our Eycs, and perverts our Fancy, to make us 
miſcrable by our own Conſent. 

Hence,we expect more from theCreature than 
it can yield in ics molt quinteſſential injoyment 
or ſublimated improvement. How many who 
ſuppoſe themſelves Rich in Grace,have World- 
ly Deligns,as the Philoſophers Stone, beggared 
and made mifcrable! But weaned Saints are 
wary, and advertiſcd of this Deluſion. They 
Will make.uſe of the World, but not truſt to it 
to make them happy. "Therefore although they 
attain not that proſperity, which Worldlings 
{eek 5 yet , in their way totrue happineſs,they - 
megt with (in their experience of the Worlds 
Vanity) many rare and choice diſcoveries of di- 
ving Mylicries. which they value before all en- 
joyments, of the whole Creation. 

3- Study the Dignity of your precious 1m- 
:0rtal Heaven-born Souls. Eftecm of World- 
Iy injoymencs at preſent, as you will view and 
value them at Death, as you will find them 
to bear a Rate in the diſmal conflagration w 
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the Univerſe. Then the World ſhall undergo 
che puniſhment of a Witch, for inchanting and 
dcluding poor Mortals, who have loved Vanity, 
and truſted in the lying ſhadow of a tearing 
Bramble, to deſpiſe the. true Vin? and Olive, 
viz, the Sweetneſs of Chriltt, who can only 
yield us perfett ſatisfaction, 

4. Maintain a mortifying Frame of Self-dev 
nial, while you lie ſucking at the Breaſts of pro- 
ſperity. Put ſuppoſitions to your ſelves as 
Habakkuk, of the Creaturcs failing youz That 
the fulncis of its injoyment, may poſlibly be 
imbittercd witha mixture of Vexation, 

So ſhall it not overlzy your Hopes by diſap- 
pointmentz nor will your ſelves overcloy and {ur- 
teit your affe&ions with forbidden Fruit, in 
perverting of the true Ule of Creature-Comforts 
and Enjoyments. 

5. Do not count your Happineſs and Peace of 
mind, to lie in the Change of your outward 
condition,, but get your droplical Diftemper 
Cured. The fick Child may ſhift the Breaſt, and 
yet not be reduced to a quiet Frame, or vigo- 
rous State, till it acquieſce in a Mazrly kind of 
Diet. 

Chriſtians, would you recover any Conſiften- 
cy in your Spiritual State, and Souls-health ? 
Then reſolve, not only to weep out your finful 
ſ\urfcits, but be content that the Lord ſhould 
blecd you in the Maſter-Vein, 

. A 
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A Revrlſion of your Feveriſh and Voracious 
defires toward Creature-enjoyments, will purj- 
he the Vital Aﬀections of your Souls, by ſetling 
them on the Lord himſfelt, in a due meaſure and 
Order. Yet afterward your ſelves muſt en- 
deavour to maintain a more ſtrict Diſcipline or 
Regiment over the Corrupt humors and fond 
fooliſh extravagancies of your deſires. 

6., Eſtcem not of that to be real Mortificati- 
on, or a genuine weaning, which only deads 
Corruption yet flows not from a thorow Reno- 
vation of the heart. Sinners may abſtain from 
their ſinful Sarfeits , yet never abandon nor a- 
bominate them» 

A thorow-weaned Frame 15 not the appro- 
ving of Godlineſs in the General, where the 
power is deſpiſed or hated; Nor is it thg con- 
demning of Sin in general, or the groſſer Luſts of 
theFleſh;though Mean live inthe allowance of ſc- 
cret fins, and under the Dominion of ſpecula- 
tive, more retired, refined Acts of fin. What 
is this, byt to graft a new ſin on the ſtock of 
an old Luſt ? 

Ail fin grows deeper rooted and ingratiated 
by ſuch a cleaverly conveying, out of fight the 
chief-favonrite, faln into ſome diſgrace at preſent, 
rather than any true Diſguſt which ſeeks the 
utter deſtruction of it. 

A ſlight dillike of tin, truſted to, gives Satan 


a more quiet and dcep poſſeſſion. 
| | The 
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The ſinner may be weary of his Life, becauſe 
of the bitter effe&s of lin, yet his heart is ſecretly 
eſpouſed to it. 

He may repent of his difſembled ſeverity, and 
wiſh that himſelf may dic, rather than that his 
corrupt ixclination ſhould be pinion'd or put in- 
to little eaſe. | 

Rather ſtrive to break the heart of old 4dam,to 
kill che very Root of an Helliſh-Naturezfeek the 
deſtruction of whatſoever is diſguſtive to the 
Conſtitution of the new Creature , that there 
may be no more hope of reconciliation unto 
fin, than of the meeting of: Heaven and Hell 
together. | 

Lay not down your fins as Weapons at the 
Foot of God as a Conqueror, when you can no 
longer naintain the fight, but out of Loyalty 
execute them with your own hand. 

Caſi them not only away in a Fright, upon 
the Hue and Cry of your Conſcicnce, but pur- 
ſue them to the Horns of the Altar, drag them 
thence, where they expect Protedion, and Sa- 
crifice them with cheartulneſs , otherwiſe they 
w1ll mar and defeat all your Religious Servic.s, 
and the hope of future Glory. | 

Formaliſts deſcend to Hell, more #uſuſpecied- 
ly under the Garb of Religious Vows, and ſe- 
vere threats againſt their Lults. 

Thus, ſome Parents in a ſhort Paſſion Rate 


their Children out of their ſight, when they 
| have 
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have done a ſhrewd turn, yet they can immedi- 
tely turn their Faces afide and fmile at their un- 
hcky Wit, or altcra ſhort time, cocker them 
the morc. 

Satan as a cunning Spinſter, leaves on the 
Diſtaff of a depraved Nature, fuch pretended 
good reſolutions, as a Lock of Wool, as a 
Pledg or advantage of future rcturniny,to draw 
out the Web of Iniquity toa greater extenſion 
than bcfore. 

Thus many Sinners purchaſe the Infamous 
Title of Sceptical Faturiſts in Repentance, as 
they prove thcmſclves tobe Platonick, Lovers of 
Vertue, only in ſpeculation. For their Vows 
of Reformation , muſt be interpreted as we 
rcad the Hcbrew Dyialcct , altogether back- 
ward. 

Thus, the more they tamper with, and 
ſtrain the Ruſty Wards of a difſembling 
hcart, with ſome falſ: Key of ſ{ight Reformati- 
on, the harder it will be to open to the Motions 
and convictions of Chriſts Spirit. 

7- Improve weaning-Conliderations, ſuch a5 
thete. 

That perſons of flroug and fond affections to 
Creature-enjoyments are uſually perſons of 
ſtrange and deep afflictions. It's thought that 
_ -aham was toying and ſporting with Iſaac 2 
little before theCommand came to Sacrifice him. 


uſually 
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? Uſually we follow our Idolized Comforts to 
the Grave with Mourning; as Phaltiel did Mi- 
chal to Bahburim, when Thboſheth fuatcht ker 
from him. 

When the Lord obferves that we grow fond 
of Strangers, and familiar with the Worlds 
Temptations, he puts ot the Candle of prof- 
pcrity, and Scals up the Star-Light of all Crea- 
ture-Comforts, with which we have wantoniz'd 
in our fond admiration, that we may depend 
on Him Alone, as the God of our Light, Com- 
fort and Salvation. 

When a dark Night of AfMiction Steals on us 
then we run home to nelile in the Boſome of 
Divine-Alluthciency, though we had our Va- 
garies before, in Courting every forreign Crea- 
ture-Comfort to ſupport and gratify our fleſhly 
{erſuality. I will go and retura unto my place, 
that is, contine, and ſhut up my (elf in Heavenz 
I will get me out of ſight and Call, that their 
weaning being apprehended more grievous, they 
may under the depth of thcir diſtreſs, ſeek me 
more carly, and carnelſtly Hſe 5. 15+ 

David, the Man after God's heart, was cha- 
ſtened every Morning, becauſe when the Lord 
came to feel his Pulſe, how his Love and delight 

beat towards him, he found the Frame of his 
heart to vary and faulter. His very fleth and 
heart tailed, that hc might clzzg the cloſer in di- 
ſtrels, Then, Whom have I in Heaven but Thec! 
. ans 
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Thus 1/72e! became Fezrael , the ſcattered 
Flock, and her weaning by Captivity, was 10 
order to her betrothing. | 

Some there are , whom neither . {miles nor 
frowns, ncither Blows nor Charms of Love 
will wean, | 

Yet, it is more ingen#ous to be eſtranged from 
our Lults, by the Gracious and Spiritual ap- 
pearances of the Lord, than by imbittering the 
Breaſts of the Creature, or forcing the Lord to 
put on the diſguize of an Enemy, to affright 
us. Uſually we will not be weaned,till we ob- 
ſerve the Image of Death to fit upon theEye-lids 
of our dearclt Comforts. | 

Make therefore a wiſe contemperament of Love 
and Fcar in your own Souls be won by the 
formcr, and'awed by the latter. Fear may en” 
ter as a rivetting Wedg, the firlt contelt with 
our darling Lults, but Love can only compleat 
the Conquelt. 

A Child is weaned rather by ſinging to it, than 

by blows. 

8. Be convinc'd of the Lords Love and Com- 
paſſion in weaning, you, then you will more 
cheartully comply with the ſeverctt method of 


eltranging you from a fond neſtling in the bo- _ 


{im of any Luſt. 

Thc Lord's End is, that you may arrive to 2 
maſculine State and Spirit in your Chriſtian 
courſe, that you may be fitted for more eminent 
{crvice. Th: 
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* Thus, Covenant-affiitions which are the 
Lord's Graving-Tools, whereby he poliſhes his 
Saints for Glory, are to be preferred before 
common Mercies 3 and Right-hand weaning 
ſtrokes, before Left-hand Comforts and enjoy- 
ments. 

It is for our Spiritual advantage, that the 
Lord thus inſtrudts us with ſeverity, by deſerti- 
ons, perſecution of Worldly Men, and the fre- 
quent Alarm of temptation z Therefore we 
{hould ſuit our (elves to him, we ſhould not be 
humorſome and diſcontented, at this neceſſary 
though bitter work. 

In meaſure will the Lord debate it with his 
pcoplein ſuch a ſeaſon, | 

How doth he bear long with their froward 
manners, as with Iſrael in the Wilderneſs! . 

Ephraim reliſted the Lord's weaning-ltrokes, 
yet he did not give him over to the hardneſs of 
is heart, He rather pittyed, healed, and led 
him, reſtoring Comfort to him, when himſelf 
and others lookt upon his State as deſpc- 
rate, 

The Lord applyed his Ear, and when E- 
dbraim bemoaned his youthful Pranks and Ex- 
ceflcs, then the Lord's Bowels were troubled 
for him, and he had Mercy on him as a pleaſant 


1 C114, when himſclt was athamed in bearing 
'1e Reproach of his Youths 


flow 
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How doth the Lord fg to his Childrens 
hearts. *while he weans them in a dark night of 
Afiction, 1a. 66. 13- 14. As one whom his 
Mother Comtorts , ſo will I Comfort you! 

And whcn you ſhall ſee this, What ? The 
happy Effect and Iſſue of your Captivity, that 
I weaned you from the enjoyments of your 
own Land tor your Spiritual advantage, your 
heart ſhall rczoyce and your Bones ſhall flouriſh 
like a green Herb, though you deſpondingly 
faid, they were dry, and ſcattered as Chips 
about a ſaw-pit. 

Abraham made a Feaſt, when he weaned Iſa- 
ac; fo God and his Angels rejoyce, to fee a 
Nuriling of Satan, become a Weanling unto 
Chriſt. Such are now Feaſted with the hidden 
Manna oft Divine Conlolation in their Wilder- 
ne(s-ditirefies 3 they are Beautifhed with the 
white-Stone of Abſolution, as a peculiar rc- 
mark of favour, and honoured with the new. 
Name of the Lord's adopted Darlings; yea, 
themfcives can now rejoyce, to tear the Body 
of fin , Limb from Limb, and can ſing Tri- 
umphantly in the Funeral of .the Old Man, 
becauſe it 1s the Feſtival of their Spiritual. Li- 
berty, in their Conformity to Chriſt's Death 
and Reſurre&ion 3 therefore get a good Opi- 
nion of the Work, and 1t will ſuccced accor- 
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For, the Rod (as Aarons ) often Bloſſoms and 
brings forth the precious Fruits of Righteouſneſs 
Is not this more Eligible than for tatting only a 
licele Hony in any unlawful delight, without 
the allowance of your Heavenly Father 3 (as 
Fonathan ) © incur the Penalty of Death it 
{clt ? 

Thercfore in the next place ſhut fiſt the 
Cinquc-port of your Senſes, and clear up the 
Eyc of yourFaith,to take a view citheCreaturcs 
Vanity, in order to admiring God #1 C brift. 

I/atch your hearts if you would get them 
weaned. Keep them with all Diligence. 

Sobricty and Watchfulneſs, muſt be cons 
joyned in Chris Narſery, as well as in the Dil- 


cipiine of his Camp. 


Labour. to be well read in the Anatomy of 
your d:ccitful kcarts, to underſtand your Con- 
[titution , Inclination and Diſpotition, For 


| Satan hath: Snares of all forts and fizcs to ſuit 


and plcaſe the ſeveral humours of {cnſual Sin- 


|- NCTE, 


H-is a cunning Anglcr, do not you nibble 
at his Temptations, left as thoſe Fiſh which 
Frick and Play in the treſh Waters of Fordan, 
\OuU unawares ftream down into the dead Sea of 
—_— corrupt EXamples. 

10. [T:ke heed of che occafions of fin. The 
Rechabites would not chew the Husk of a dry 
Grape, left they ſhould be inticed to drinks 
Winks H Pray 
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Pray as St. Anuguſtize, that when thot haſt a 

' heart to lin thou mayelſt want a Temptation 
and when a Temptation is preſented , thou 
mayelt want a heart to comply with it. 

This, is the very Diale& of the Devils Sopht- 
fry, you may come within the ſmell of ſin,and 
yet not be intected : but you cannot play on the 
hole of the Aip, or Cockatrice and yet be ſafe or 
{ccurc. 

If Satan like Archimedes, can but have ſo 
much ſcope in thy heart, as to place there hisEn- 
zine of temptation, he will ſoon ſhake and dil- 
folve the whole Frame of thy Integrity, it it be 
meerly Moral. x h 

Beſides, to venture on the occaſion, ſhews 


that there is a ſecret liking of that fin it leads 


to, though we conceit our ſelves to be weaned 
from it. Nor will the Lord ordinarily keep us 
from the fin if we keep not our felves from the 
temptation, and then we are ſure to fall. 

11. Let this weaning dehgn be your daily 
zyork, upon which you are moſt intent. It's 
difhcult, and not rid oft with lazy wiſhes. Au- 
oujtine while he prayed to be weancd from his 
youthful incontinency, ſecretly wiſhe he might 


yet be ſpared in his vaia exccfſes. We ſay ct } 


every carling Lult, It Rexben, Live and not 
. dye. 
Indulge mot therefore your fleſh, though it cry 
out in a tender delicacy, that you would pitty 
and indu}geits You 
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You muſt not deſiſt from the ſeverity of this 
_ for your hearts ſullenneſs and froward- 
neſs. | 

That Parent who ſpares to correct the Child 
for its crying, hardens and confirms it in-its 
Rebellion. | | 

Thus it proves the future grief and ſhame of 
the Parent, as well as the preſent difquietment 
of the Family. ES he | 

Be 2ot ſlight and remiſs in weaning-attempts. It 
ſo, you mult begin again as the Nazarite, who 
had tranſgreſt againſt the ftrict Law of his ſ{c- 
paration. | 

The work will prove more difficult, uncer- 
tain, and hazardous as to its happy Iflue. Carry 
tborow this weaning deſign, begin not in the Spi- 
rit to end in the Fleſh. If a Man omit a ſtroke 
in ſwimming , he is ſoon carried down the 
Streams 

12. Improve the Chriſtian Sabbath eſpecially, 
to promote this Deſign. As 'tis the fitteſt ſea- 


| (on, ſo Satay molt watches to render it unfuc- 
1 cc5ful. He then «ſes the ſame tratagem which 
J the Benjumites did, Judg. 21. 19, 20, 21+. tO 
{ ſnatch them up Wives from among the Daugh- 
I ters of 1ſrael,to inlarge their alinoſt extinguiſh- 


£d Tribe. | Os OS 
When Chriſtians come forth an Spiritual Dan- 


J *-, to celebrate this holy Feſtival to the Lords 
Jin Satan Hes in Ambuſcado behind the Vioge- 
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yards of Worldly pra tits and plcaſures ; Thence 
he ſallics out wich lis Temptations,to commit a 
Rape upon the Virgin-ruricy of our Souls which 
ſhould be eſpouſed. only to the Lord. 

Put do not drive ou this Tagk of weaning On- 
ly during the Sabbath-{pace. 

How ſhould Lwits, which | have been rooting 
ail the Week, nay poſlibly our Litc-long 3 be 
pluckt up in one hours formal attendance on the 
Ordinanccs ? 

13. Therctore begiz this| weaning task be- 
timcs, iz Tuzih, beſore you and your Lults be 
grown into a ftridt tamiiliarity, hardly to be ſha= 
keit off 

David complained, that the Sous 'of Zerveah 
W<EIe OO hard tor him. while he was newly cn- 
tred on his reg a] PoWcr. Put do you EXECute 
your Lutis, (as the Jews did Chriſt ) carly in 
the Morning ? You will otherwiic by indal- 
gence and countvence, give them greater advan- 
tage 2gainlt V Gu, 

It's ditliculc to pull up W eds when the Gar- 
dei: is overgrown , and thcy have ſpread their 
Roots , by long, neg lcct to clear the Ground- 

So is it tobreak off a ſetled long confirmed 
habit in Vice. Do rot accuſtom your ſelves to 
lie ſoaking at the Bicalis of Lulis and tic 
World, cfpecially being prompted to it by a Na- 
zural Tnjtind. Our corrupt Nature 15 not as 
green Wood, Which nceds much hclp of Art - 
IN 4c 
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we it burn; butas Touch-wood,the leaſt (park 


of Temptation, which lights on us, fires all that 


trainof Corruption, yca, the Magazine cf Hell, 


which is ored up in our degenerate and wick- 


ed hearts. 

Therefore improve the ſoaking Showres of 
Divine Mercy and Goodneſs,to ſoften your hard 
hearts, that you mey more eafily root up your 
Luſts. Maintain alio the Love of Chriit ſhed 
abroad in your Souls. 

This, as a more intenſe D vine flame, will 
overpower and extinguiſh the Fire-Balls. of 
Lutt and Femptations, which Satan darts into 
your Spirits. 

14.. Again, go. not cut in the ſtrength of 
your own Reſolutions and Covenantings to Re- 
torm : theſe, without renewing - Grace cannot 
work any eftrangement from your Lufts, 

Rather look up by Faith to a pterced crucifyed * 
Jeſs, Fetch Lite from his Death. 

Be fo fixt to bis Croſs by WESdit 2tion, that it a 
Tempration paſs bv b&vxe'ydu, bow the head, 
and Court you, you may fot be at leiſure to 
obſerve it, much leſs to deſcend and inthiace 
It, 

Siy as Nehemiah to Sanballat, Why fhould 
this Work of the Lord flach , while I parle with 
Satan, to nezlect the Building up of my Soul in 


Holineſs, 
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More earneſtly implore the confirming Aid of 
Chriſt's Mortifying Spirit, to ſuperaded his 
anointing Grace, to thy Baptiſmal Vow , that 
thou mayeſt beincouraged to conflict more reſ0- 
Jutcly,againſt the Temptations of Sin, Satan,and 
the World. ' | 

While the Lock of your Faith is growing, and 
ſpreads in Prayer 3 your firength to rctiſt and 
Conquer your Philiſtin-Luſts, will renew, and 
not ſuffer you to be defcated of your Hopes of 
Triumph. © | | 

15. Dcſpiſe thoſe Reproaches, which ſenſual 
Sinners cafi upon a weaned Frame. It's no 
more than you were forewarned of, and fore-ar- 
med 2gaintt, when you firſt entred upon the 
Chrittian ſtate. They think it ſtrange that you 
Tun not with them to all exceſs of. Riot, there- 
tore {peak they evil of you. 

Ye may be counted, and pointed at as Mou- 
fters of ſingularity; but better be weaned with 
thc bejt , than damned . with the moſt. This is 
a very excellent and bleſſed Frame in Chrijt”s E- 
fteem. Contider, Chrijt will come to Fudgment, 
and lingle out Scoffers at Religion, to puniſh 
them, as the firt-born of the Devil. 

Your Enemies are your Obſervers, and may 
truly inform you of the Complexion of your 
Souls 3 when friends will conunive at your rc- 
miſneſs, in the exerciſe of Grace, or,immode- 
ratc purſuit of Earthly Vanities, « 
| 3D : 
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If mortified Saints, ſhall ot eſcape the Cen- 
ſure of ſuch, who ſurfeit on the World's Luſ- 
cious delights; How much more would they revile 
thee, if thou ſnould'ft x02 live up to thy Profci- 
fion of a weaned Fram? ? It thou ſhowld'ſt al- 
way continue a Babs is Swadling Clethes? Or, 
pretend to be a flirong Man in Chriſt, an1 yet not 
be alienatcd from ſccular cares, but be diſtraCt- 
ed *twixt Hope and Fear continually ? There- 
fore Watch, that you may anſwer the heighth of 
your Profeſſion, and may not afford juſt matter of 
Defamation, in being ſtrangers to a Self-de- 
nying Frame. It otherwiſe, wear it as your 
Crown. 

16. Delight in the Company of weaned Saints, 
and in their advice, David, bleſt God for A- 
bigail's moderating Counſel , who prevented 
him trom avenging his own Quarrcl upon a 
Churliſh Nabal. | 

If one Child ſee anther lye ſorking at the Breaft,it 
will emulate it,and repine.So, if a newly wcan- 
ed Saint Converte with Worldlings , who iuck 
in full delights from Creature Enzoyments, till 
they be even quackled with a fluſh of prolperi- 
ty 3 It may inclize him to Envie, while himſelf 
Is made to bauckor after the ſame exccls. 

Rather ſer bctore you the eminent Patterns of 
weaned Saints; eſpecially , that tranſccndenr 
exemplar of Chritts Self-deayal, and alicnated 
heart-Frame from the Inordinate Love of the 
H 4 World, 
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World,not only by virtue of that habitua! Grace 
which was inſeparable from his humane Nature, 
as united to the Deity, bur by that Actual con- 
tempt ot ſublunary Enjoyments, which he cx> 
prcft by choice rathcr than any providential or 
impoſed Neccſlity. 

Chriſt as the Creator of the Univerſe and 
{upream Lord of all things, yca the intinitely 
wile diſpoſer of them, bett knew how to rate or 
v2lue the Creature, not by Fancy, but its rcal 
Worth. Yet he choſe to make himſeli poor 
and of no reputation, that we might not Ido- 
Itzc fublunary Vanities, nor make Worldly Pro- 
ſpcrity the Badg of God's Good-will and Fa- 
_ 

. Hcearken not to Satans Cavils againſt 2 
2 Wea ancd Statc,nor to his ſopbijtical Pleas & Al- 
lurcments to continue thee in thy feuſual ſurtcits 
and exceſlcs, when Convicizons prompt thee to 
quit his inc hanting pleaſurcs. 

Believe not his | perverted Quotation of Scrip- 
ture, to maintain a Carnal Worldly Frame aud 
Courle. 

He will plead, hath not Solomon faid, that 
the Lord hath ſet the JYorld in Mans Wart? Eccles 
2. 9, 10, It, 13. 

But how ? To ftudy the Lord in 1t, not 
fo ſatisfie zts, im becoming of our Portzon- 

That Text, is only meant ' f the innocent Scene 
pf the Vilible Creation, and the Works of Dt- 
Vine 
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Divine Providence tranſacted upon the Stage of 
the World. We are to Eye God in the Creas 
ture, but wot to make a God of the Creature. 

We muſt tahe a Proſpett 1n cur deep Contem- 
plation of the wonderful perfettions of God 
B2aming forth in the works of his hand. Tyere- 
fore he took up ſix days to make the Worldin, to 
lignify that we thould xt ſlightly and carſorily 
meditate upon the harmlets Scenes of Natures 
Workmanſhip. We ought to fetch from the Book 
of the Creature, Rational Argumentsto drive home 
ayd clinch down the fupernatural Truths of the 
Scripture, which were before extered by the Spi- 
rit of God, as the Wile Teacher of his wear- 
cd Saints, From the conffant Tenor oft the Co- 
venant of Nature, we may and ought to con- 
firm our Faith in the Covenant of God's 
Grace. This method himſelf prefcribes , vis. 
we mult fftudy the Creature, to know the Creator 
by it, to make it a ſcaling Laddcy co 1mprove us 
1 Heavenly Meditations. We may deſcant on 
the Lord's pertcctions ſhining in the admirable 
Works of Creation and Providence; yet muſt 
we not pervert the (tudy and uſe of the Creature 
to place it zext owr hearts, as our dcfircd Portion, 
to ſeek ſatisfattion in it as the Center of our de- 
lices aid cclightss Duenam inſania, frui uten- 
du, uti fracnds) What tolly 2nd madneſs is it 
to enjoy the Creature which we ſhould only 
make uſe of, and to ſcek unto God only in di- 
lixcls, 
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ſtreſs, whom we ought to enjoy by an Eternal 
complacential ſatisfaction ! | 

Another Plea of Sinners is this, Why ſhould 
we be weaned from the World, ſceing the Lord 
when he took a ſurvey of every Creature, gave 
this Judgment of it, that it was very Good ? 

I Anſwer, 1. But we are very Bad,in pervert- 
ing the Innocent Workmanſhip of God, made 
for an help ard iacouragement to promote Ver- 
tue, to become the Snare of a Vicious Life. 

The Creature ia it (elf is very good, but thy 
fin (O Man) hath put Vanity into it, and ſub- 
jeRed it to the Bondage of Corruption, in for- 
cing, it to ſerve the humor of thy ranting im- 
perious Lutts. | | 

2. Thou hadlt zeed be Iatchful and ſhy how 
thou tranſacieſt with 'the Creature, becauſe thou 
haftt Corruption tvo too much in thy heart, to 
make the moſt Innocent Creature prove the moſt 
deadly $ nave. 

In this reſpec the Aſs reproved the madneſs of 
the Prophet, when it bruiſed his Foot againſt 
the Wall, to ſtop him in his D-fign of Covetoul- 
neſs, and Execration of the Lord's Inheri- 
tance. | 

Was Tever wont to ſtart aſide, or to ſcrve {0 
ſhrewd a turn upon thee ? But wonder #ot;-for 
thou halt rebelled againſt thy Maker, therefore 
thou haft prompted me thus to put thee 7to little 
Eaſe, by the diſappointment of thy Hopes. 
LE Thon 
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Thou haſt ot reſigned up thy ſelf to God, but 
haſt run a-maddinrg after the Idols of thy hearts 
therefore #9 wonder if the Creature whence 
thou expedeſt ſervice, fling thee ct of the Sad- 
dle of thy proſperity, and prove vexation to 
thee. 

Say not when thou art tempted or correfed by 
the Creature, that the Lord laid the Sxare, or 
delights in puniſhing thee. 

Hath he ot writ Panity in Capital Letters on 
' the Forehead of the Creature, and thereby 
torcwarned thee not to trult in it ? 

Doth he ot cry out O mortal Men, how long 
will ye love Vanity, will ye ſtill purſue your 
Luſts, hang about and cleave to them, when 
they cxpolſe you to the greateſt ſhame and mil- 
chief. 

Chryſoſtome ſaid, if the whole TPorld were to be 
bs Auditory, he would chuſe that awakning 
Text to Preach on. Yet thonwgh we Arm the 
Creature againſt our ſclves, and infuſe Poyſon , 
yea, Treachery into it, by our Luſis, perverting 
the right uſe of it, we ſecurely repoſe our confidence 
in it, 11] it berray us to our utter Ruine. 

18. Have we not good Reaſon to ule all the 
Arts of weaning from the* Creature, which 
thus bewitches and inſnares us ? | 

1.Do not ſmile upon it;as being in deep friend- 
flip with it, but draw a Veil over its fallc Ar- 
tiicial, inticing Beauty. | 

EE | Put 
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Put the Creature into the very ſame Dreſi,in- 
to which the Apofizcy of the firft Adam be- 
traycdit : This made it not to be valued; and 
ſhall we not fand at a difiance from it in its 
Temptations? 

2. Speak mot kindly nor familiarly to your 
Luſts, to renew therr old Fondnefs and ac- 
quaintance, The Nurſe kceps a dcep lilence, 
when ſhe would wean off a Child from cleaving 
to her. 

Chide away a Temptation when it whilpers 
in your Ear, as Satans Factor to decoy you. 

Hamnker not after your Luſts, as David after 
Abſolom, but hevw them 1n picces as Samuel did 
Apags 

Have you bctraycd the howowr of Chriſt, and 
the 7ztegrity of your Souls, jn cleaving to Va- 
nity, and will you yet countenance, cocker and 
plcad in defence of your Luſts ? 

3.Sing to your bearts,be quieting them w the 
Lord's tender Faithtulneſs, Compattion , and 
Alſufficiency 3 when you are under the ſevc- 
reſt Method and courfe of weaning, Pfal.101. 1. 
David reſolved that of Mcrcy and Judgment he 
would fing. For, all the ways of the Lord arc 
Mercy and Truth, to fuch who keep his Covc- 
nant, . 

The 32. of Dexteronomy, which confiits of 
Mercy and Judgment is called Moſes weaning 
Song to reduce qfrgel from a puztuit cf theis 
Idos 
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1dols.as lying Vanitics,and to reunite and knit 
thcm to the Lord. 

4. Keep a Record of all you exper ences, how 
the Lord ſuſtained you, when your Spirits were 
fanking in your weanivg dilirifles, Iſa. 63+ 7>, 
8,9, 10y 11, I2, 

5- Let your weaning Dcſign be carryed on 
by degrees, not with violence. 

Fudabs Reformation, was not Laſting, becauſe 
It was {ct on foot by the rapid Motion and c- 
ver-bearing Authority of Fofrab only, Fer. 3+ 3, 
4, 10, I, 19,21, 22» 

6. Ule wv ſeverity, which 15 not of Divine 
nmre{cription. 

7. Withdraw out of fight the Fewel, Baits, 
and Provocatives cf your Luſis. 

19. Again would you be weaned, then Cc- 
vet to be diflolved in Aﬀet@tion from World- 
ly Vanities, before you be diffolved in Perſon, 

Weaned Saints covet to dye, but diflolute E- 
PiCurecs groan bceauſe they muſt dye, as having 
at anſwered the ead of their Bcing, and placing, 
their Portian and Felicity in ſub'\unary Enjoy- 
ments. 

Phey Carozfe {o Jong at the Dzvils IV affal- 
Bnpl, till being, tntoxicated with a Reprobate 
mind, they micet tivir Eternal deftraGtion with 
laughtcr in the Face. 

Labour to be above the fond Lave of Natural 
[itc, and the ſſavifh Fear of Dcat's Artificial 
Cruclty. . Life 
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Life were not worth the accepting, it is at- 
tended with ſo many miſcries 3 were it not to 
make Provifion for Eternal Happineſs. Nei- 
ther is Death to be dreaded by ſuch, who 
demonſtrate the Temper and diſpoſition of a 
Pilgrim. | | 
C barles the fifth torbade Death to be named in 

his Court, under the penalty of Death. 

But Moſes dyed at the mouth of God, readily at 
his Command, becauſe he had long before put 
off his Shoes, the ſervile fear of Death , in 
caſting away all defiling. terrene Aﬀections 

- which cling about a Worldling,and make Death 
unwelcome. 

Saints may well bow the head in ſibmiſhon, 
and covet to dye, becauſe then, and not nll then, 
they are perfetily weaned, when the Lord kitles 
their Souls out of their Bodies, as welcome 
Gueſts to Glory. 

It was reported of Ottomans great Horle,that 
whereſoever he fut his Foot, no Graſs could 
grow in.that place. 

So foon as a Saint (by Death) fects his Foot 
within the Portal of Celeſtial Glory, the J/eeds 
of his Lulis dyc at the very Rovers, the Pride gf 
all Flcth is ſtzin'd and vanxhes. | 

Apain, tike heed of being hardened in $2, 
by Antiquity cf Cultom, or by the outward 

ſucceſſes and proſperity of Sinners, Fer. 44+ 15- 
16,17, The Prophet rctutes this Picea, at 29, 
21, 22+ Pſ. 73.140 15, Laitly, 
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Laſtly, Wiſcly and Faithfully Improve all the 
Lords . weaning-(trokes on your ſelves or 0+ 
thers. 

Let others who have been Thunder ſtruck. and 
blaſted, even while they have lain ſoaking at 
the Brealts of the World, and have dyed las 
menting their own Folly, and the Worlds Trea- 
chery too late , be your warning-Peals, 

But we readily tern off the prognoſticks, yea, 
the very Executive part of God's Wrath, as i 
our {elves were not concerned in the dreadful- 
neſs of cither. 

An inftance of the former, you have in Veſ- 
pafian , who, when he ſaw a Blazing Comet 
and a gaping Sepulchre , thought to wave his 
own dcliiny, with this prophane Jeſt, that the 
former portcnded only the Death of the King 
. of Perſia, who at that time wore long Hairz 

The latter, the death of the old Emprc(s Fuliaz 
who having one Foot in the Grave, mult of ne- 
cellity ſuddenly yicld to the firoke of Fate. 
Wherefore (thitk you) hath the Lord (of late) 
made ſuch changes in overturning, overturning, 
overturning by Pctitlcnce, War,and the defolating 
Cc niflagration ot our City, but only to'awaken 
2s out of , that pleaſing Dream of {cnſuality, into 
which the picaſures aud profits of the World 
had infenltoly betrayed us 

And yet how ſottiſhly Prepid are Sinn IS, be- 
witciit with the Sircnc fongs of Lults and the 
Worlds Flatterics ! 1'ough 
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Though frequent Earthly diſappointments 
xing out che Pafling-Bell of our dying Con; forts, 
and writc a mar uf ul Epitapa over the withcr - 
ing, Clory © f Crcature-Enzjor ments; Yet we 
mind it not, but my the Lords wile Houlv and 
Gracious deſigns , by our fccurity aud clinging 
faſter to the Cr 

We (till purſue the Van'tes of the World,little 
conlidering that they will prove our vexation, 
or our Rnine. 

Like dying perſons we graſp the harder, what- 
ſoever Vanity takcs us by the hand. 

Like drowning Men,we catch at ſtraws though 
they float ſriitly away upon an ebbing Stream. 

Sinners) will ye jiull proclaim your folly and 
Phrenſy, in cleaving to an Aguiſh Breaſt, which 
is crackt aud chapt with flaws of diſappointment? 
which can yield aothing but corrupt bumors, and 
windy crunulties, W 11! ich will gripe and fOortnent 
your Con'cIcences, w which will nflame your Pride 
and fſenfualicy to the certain Ruine of your 
Souls ? f 

IVhercf.re bath the Lord ſtained the Glory of all 
human Pride, but to bring us low upon our 
Knees that himſclf aloze my be exalted , in 
rFe223:159 over our hearts and! aff:Gions, in which 
he wiil 1nJur2 no Compal or Compct:- 
Tor, : 
Yet fii!l wo more caperly Cor art "yo p Vanirics 
by how inuch the Lord wou'd Rexd them from 
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us, as the Pillows of our Security, and the Pir- 
veiors of our Luſts. = 

Let me therefore in the fear of God, and Love 
of your Souls, perſwade you to fit Looſe from 
the fancied felicity of the World. 

It's both our Curſe and Folly that we make 
our Lives uncomfortable, to gather only Fewel 
for our Luſts. 

The World will deal as Treacherouſly with us, 
as Abſolom*s Mule did by him 3 when we have 
moſt need of relict, it will run from under us, 
and leave us hanging in deſpair *twixt Heaven 
and Hell. 

Labour therefore to be Divinely born of God, 
then you will trample the FYorld under your feef, 
and become fick, of Love to Chriſt 3 ſo ſhall you 


AR ſuitably to the Law and Dignity of your Di- 


vine Original. | 

Then the World will zet caſt you into a deep 
ſleep of Security, that it may take away your 
Rib, the ſtrength of your AtGwity and Reſoluti- 
0x to ſerve the Lord. | 

Conſider, that if you be not IYeaxlings unto” 
Chrift, this mmpartial Fudg will at the laſt day 
reject yore from his Boſome, becauſe you would 
_ eſtranged from the Breſts of ſenſual plea- 

UrCs. 

Not to be weaned, is the ready way at preſent 
to be diſmounted from the pitch of Worldly 
Excellency; becauſe _ thought we aſcended by 

Our 
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our own wit and ſtrength as the Carvers of our 
own Proſperity. 

Now that you may not deſiſt from the ſeveri- 
ties of this wcaning Dctign,” but carry it on 
chearfullyz conſider the preſent Advantages,and 
the future Reward of it. 

For preſent advantages: This Frame will make 
Divine Commands prove delightful, and not 
grievous 3 as pleaſant Bonds, and Bridal-Orni- 
ments. | No Tryal will {ink you into a deſpons 
ding ſulleaneſs, or ignoble cowardize. 

You'will deport your ſclves as Pilgrims in a 
Land flowing with Milk and|Hony. The World 
may tcmpt you , but it ſhall not corrzpt thc 
Virg1n-purity and integrity of your Souls. 

You will calmly bear and wiſely improve re- 
proofs from Mcn and Afﬀictions from God, 
though they lay you proſtrate in the duſt. 

You will not make a timorous rctreat, nor 
ſhameful Apottacy, from the Truths and ways 
of Chritt, 

You will not we:nder nor wander aftcr the 
Antichritiian Whore, to be poyſoned by the 
inchanting Cup of her Abominations. You wall 
be able to tread Antipodes to Corrupt Cultomes 
and Examplcs 3 and not be carricd down the 
fiream ot Prophanencts with Atheiſts, World- 
ings, and Epicurcs. 

You will trade cvcry Talent faithfully, 
thrive under Ordinances fruitfully, bear Att - 
. tions 
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&tions manfully, and deſtroy your Lufts in the 
minority of your Chriſtian Stare. | 

You will worſhip the Lord with freedom and 
Ingenuity of Spirit, not out of a ſordid merce- 
ary diſpoſition, nor with a ſſaviſh diſtraction. 

You will ſerve your Generation with a pub> 
lick Spirit, not macerate your ſelves with En- 
vy, at the proſperity of the Wicked, nor run 
over to them in Antick Faſhtons.foolith Vanities 
and (ſenſual Exceſles. 

You will compoſe the mutinous , repining 
thoughts of a diſcontented Spirit. 

By Recumbency on the Lords Alſufhciency in 
ſtraits, you will fetch z# Serenity of mind and4 
infinice ſatisfaction to your wants. 

In the want of any thing the Lord will be to 
you inſtead of all things. And in the Enjoymene 
of all, himfelf abſtractedly will be better than 
| all, becauſe he 15 All and in All, in every Crea- 
ture-Excellency and Enjoyment. 

If the Lord call you to lie proftrate in a Low 
condition, you will come to his foot with ſub- 
miſſion and a ready chearfulneſs. | 

If you be ſent on the forlorn hope, a weaned 
| frame ofSelt-denyal will make you adventure All 
tor Chriſt and his Intereſt. 

You will run out of your Eſtate, Credit, 
Satety, and Life it (elf, to give a proof of your 
weaned Frame and the vigour of your Love. 
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You will live on the Light | of God's Coun- 
tenance and not on the Smiles or Applauſe of 
Mcn. 

You will Joath your own| Righteouſnels as 
deformity it ſelt, and be content to ſhine in the 
Raycs of Chrilt's Compleatnels. 

You will be ſtrangers to the Dunghil-profits 
and ſenſua!=-delights of the World 3 but not to 
God, nor the Frame of your hearts; 

Your eyes will not be dazled with the Ho- 


nours aud Splendor of a Court, your Zeal will 


not be muzzled by Self-Interett, nor ema(- 
culated by the pleaſures of this Life. 

- From the Mount of Communion with the 
Lord:you will look down with contempt on the 
glory of Kingdoms, and your Head not turn 
Giddy. 

In the float of your Enjoyments you will be 
content to be cmpty by an Ebb of Riches. 

In the heigth of your indowments you will 
deſcend by humility, yea, you will prefer one 
Cium of the hidden Manna betore iCrowns 
and Sccpters. | ; 

You will ambitiouſly purſue no other Con- 
queit, than thoſe of your own Luſts 3 neither 
w.ll you dcfiret to run out an Eternity in 
the Enjoyment of finful ſenſual pleaſures. 

\ You will be as content to beat the Croſs of 
Chili as to wear his Crown, 
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You will injoy your ſelves moſt Comfortably 
when you moſt croſs! your own Wills, to com- 
ply with Divine Commands, and complcat 
your Obedience. 

You will deny your Carnal Wiſdom, and 
ſubje& it to the ſuppoſed fooliſhuels vf the Chri- 
ſtian Inſtitution. 

You will come oft roundly from all prcjudi- 
ces againſt the terms of cloting with Chrili 
that you may injoy him. | 

You will be willing to be abaſed , fo the 
Lord may have Honour by your Reproach 3 25s 
knowing, that His Glory like the Sun, is in a 
Dceclention, when the Shadow ot the Creaturcs 
Fame and Pride 1s longeſt, 

You will Juſtify God, in Condanning your 
ſelves, and keep up honourable thoughts of him 
though he feed you with Gall and Worn:- 
wood. 

You will cleave to the Lord, when you can- 
not Fudg of his Actings in the World 3 and 
will tollow him in the Racc of Obedzence,when 
you cannot trace out the hidden toot- fteps of 
his Providence. 

You will prefer Subjection to Chriſt, before 
Domination in. the World, and Poverty of 
Spirit, before the Luſtre of the greateſt Natu- 
ral indowments or acquired Excellencics. 

You will mind high-things, afpire to the 
Enowlecdg ot Heavenly Myſteriez,and yet not be 
ligh-minded. L 3 You 


(118) 
You will keep ſo much Statclineſs, as not to 
act below your Heavenly deſcentz nor will you 
willfully detile your ſelyes with the leaſt ſpot of 
Sin, or Society of ſinners. | 

You will come up to the pitch of Holineſs,as 
chuting it for it ſelf, though it come not atten- *! 
ded with the outward accommodations and im- 
belliſhments of the World. _ 

You will be patiently weancl from your own 
Peace and Cornfort, when the Lord hides his 
Face and favour , for the Tryal of your finceri- 
ty; yet even thex you will prize Communion 
with God, in Order to greater Degrees of Di- 
vine Conformity. 

You will be Spiritual in all your Natural and 
Civil Tranſactions, and when you have acted 
to the utmoſt in your Duty, you will Judg your 
{clves defeFtive and unprohitable. 

You will contemn the World,by living much 
* in Heaven : your ſpiritual Life will be acted 
and carried on, by the UnQion and Conduct of 
Chriſts Spirit 3 So as to delight your ſclves in 
the Lord for his Infinite Perfe&tions, although 
you be ſtript of all Earthly Enjoyments. 

But Tozx will demand of me: May not a 
Chriltian, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven, 
take delight in his exterzal Comforts, aud yet 
not violate the Rule of Sobricty 3 nor caſt off 
the ſiri&t Diſcipline of Soul-weaning Mortih- 
cation ?. 

I 
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I Anſwer. He may. But with theſe Cauti- 
ons and Limitations. 

1. He mult diltionguiſh betwixt the Tſe and 
the Abuſe of the Creature. They we pervert 
the righe Uſe of it, when we inftall it in the 
Throne of our Aﬀections, admiring and ado- 
ring, it as God himſelf. The Lord hath rankt 
the Creature in a Sphere ſubordinate unto him - 
{clf; Heaven mult not change place with Earth, 
nor things Temporal juſtle out of our hearts 
the purſuit of our Eternal Interctt, 

When ſublunary Vanities, like Hagar, aſpire 
to the preheminence, they mutt be calt forth 
with diſdain. 

2, You muſt diſtinguiſh *twixt a Trantient 
delight by way of furprizal, and a ſetled re- 
ſolved deiight by way of plenary conſent. 

The D-{ciplive of Chrifts Camp will not In- 
dulge fo large Articles to the World, as to rclign | 
up the heart to the inordinate Love of the moſt 
excellent Creature, This is ſpiritual Adultes 
ry and Lolatry. This Treachery isan incon= 
fiſtent, Heterodox praQtice,to the power and pu- 
rity of Chriſtianity. 

Every glance of admiration caſt upon mun- 
dane Objccts,and which tcrminates therein, is a 
great diſloyalty, and high: breach of the Mari- 
age-Covenant *twixt Chriſt and the Soul. 

As Solomon (aid to Bathſheba when ſhe peti- 
tioned that Abiſhag the Shunamite, might be 
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given to Adonijab to Wife z Doſt thou know 
what thou haſt ask'd ? Thou mighteſt with as 
little peril have ask't theKingdom for him,1 Kings 
2. 22. There is noleſs than Treaſon in ſuch a 
Requeſt. So, when we importunately ask 
this, and that, and the other #xſuztable boon at 
the hand of God 3 may he not Reply, Ask the 
Kingdom alſo? For thou ſeckeſt Covertly to 
reject thy Allegiance unto Me, to prefer Earth- 
ly Vanities for the gratification of thy Luſts. 

| Many times, we beg the fulneſs of the Crea- 
ture to our own deſtrucion, at leaſt, againſt 
the Comfort of our Life 3 when the Lord Cur- 
ſes and Blaſts it , or crofles us by it 3 though 
= do not forfeit our Intereſt in God him- 
«lf. 

3- You muſt diſtinguiſh *twixt a Gra- 
dual and a Superlative Delight, *twixt a Subor- 
dinate and an Iaverted Love, {o as that the Craa- 
rure ſhould ſway, and oyer-rule the poiſe and 
bent of our Souls. 

4. You muſt diſtinguiſh *twixt Loving and 
delighting in the Creature abliraedly from 
God, for it ſelf, and a complacency in 1t, only 
as 1t15 a Lower Pledge of our Heayenly Fathers 
providential, Love and Bounty. 

For though the Lord give us all things libe- 
rally to cnjoy 3 yet, it is with this reſerved Li- 
mitation , that we ſhould enjoy God in the 
Creature, and the Creature for God. py 
: | 5. YOU 
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5. You muli diſtinguiſh *twixt Taſting of the 
Creature by way of Tryal and experience, (as 
Solemons, who diſtilled all the Quint-eſſentials 
of their excellencies, that he might ſum up Va- 
nity at the Foot of his Survey and Accompt_) 
and het wixt Reſting in, and Truſting to the 
Creature, as if ithad any inherent power to 
make us happy- 

6. You muſt diſtinguiſh *twixt a moderate _ 
limited delight and a paſſionate, importunate 
/ Tranſporting Complacency, which will not be de- 
layed, much leſs denyed 3 or confined to any 
Competent allowance of Earthly Comforts. This 
proves fatal, when the Soul grows Dropfical, 
and impetuous in its defires3 crying out, as 
Rachel, Give me Children, or I dye. When as 
ravenous Harpies, we will adventure to ſnatch 
any Worldly accommodation out of the hand 
of God without,or againſt his Will,and Conſent 

Such ſupplics, arc our Szares, they are not 
the gifts of Divine Bounty, but the Fewel of 
our Lulis;z and yet we eltcem them as an Ade- 
quate portion to make up true Happineſs and 
Contentment. | pf 

7, You muſt diſtinguiſh *twixt an indifferent 
mutable delight, becauſe the Creature in its 
own Nature is tranſicat and pcrithing, and a 
rcfolute fixt delight, which terminatcs in it, as 
the Center of ſatisfaction, 
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A Camal heart which dcfignes to be Rich, 

will dive and digg as low as Hell, to the bot- 
tom of the Stygian Lake, for the ingroſling of 
Golden Sands : But a Spiritual heart refers it 
ſelt to God's allowance, 1n theſe temporal Mer- 
cies. It ſets not up its Reſt in the Creature, as 
- re{vlving not to ſeek any Happineſs beyond it 3 

but uſcs it only as a Seaff to lean on 1n its 
Pilgrimage 5 not as a Bed, tolic down on for 
Repole andTranquillity of mind,or in the midlt 
of dittrefſcs. | 

Indeed, the Bed is too ſhort, and the Cover- 
ing t00 narrow, to wrap up our Contentment 
in ir. 

Earthly things are my Proviſions in the way 
to Canaan, bur not a ſutable, ſuftcient Portion 
to make me happy. 

A Carnal hcart loaths even Maxna in the 
Wildernets, and ſays, 'tis better to fit down by 
the Flethpots of Egypt. 

But a Gracious Soul, will only Taſte of the 
Creature, as Foxathan did a little Hony, dip- 
ping the tipof his Rod in it. He ltays not on 
this tide Fordan, but advances in his March to- 
ward Canaan. The World is not his Reſt, he 
ſeeks a Heavenly Country, and is not ſatisfied 
till he lye in Abrahams Boſom. He doth not 
ſo fiupidly careſs his Soul with ſenſitive En- 
Joyments, as to make him Careleſs, whether he 


travel Homewards ; rather as the jnduſtrious 
Bee, 
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Bee, he lightly touches oa Worldly delights, in 


Order to the ſtocking the Hive of his Soul with 
an increaſe of Grace and Comfort, 

8. You muſt dititnguiſh, *twixt delight in 
the Creature, as *tis a ſhower of common Boun- 
ty, and as *tis a Gift which comes from the 
Heart and ſpecial Love of God. 

The former Diſpznſation, gives only a Civi/ 
Right unto our Enjoyments,but the latter, San- 
ctifies and improves the trze Uſe of the Crea- 
ture, tor the Lord's honour, and our Spiritual 
advantage. 

Therefore, it we would keep our hearts in 
3 weancd Frame, let us bound and mcderate 
our affections to the Bejt of Creatures 3 other- 
wiſe, we ſhall diſcover an Impotency in Grace, if 
not a Nullity. 

As we mult pat the Sazcrificing Rnife of mor- 


tification'to the Throat of every Rampant Luſt; 


So, rhe moderating, Reſtriction of Sobricty to 
the leaſt cxtravagancy of our inordinate de- 
hires. . 

The Jewscrycd up thoſe: ſuperſtitious ordi- 
nances, viz. Torch nat, Tait not, FHlindle not, to 
the infringement of their Spiritual Liberty. 

But it will be our J/iſdome and ſafety,. to im- 
poſe neceſſary Laws on our unruly and unfatiz= 
ble attections toward Earthly Vanities. 

So ſhall we not miltake wherein our chicteſt 
Happineſs conſiſts, n:ither ſhall we be {ack and 
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ſlight in purſuing it, when diſcovered. 

Some tHounds while they Courſe along plea- 
fant Flowery-Fields, are ſo taken with the ful- 
ſome Scent thereof, that they either loſe, or 
forget their Prey. 

But weaned Chriſtians, while they paſs the=- 
row varicty of Creature-Delights are not ſo 
prone to be raviſht trom the Contemplatiou of 
the Chicfctt Good, 

They loſe not the exquiliteneſs of their Spiri- 
tual Sagacity, neither do they admiringly dote 
on (ſublunary Profits and Pleafures, nor neglect 
to pour out the {irength of their Love and .De- 
light on the Lord of the Creation, as the only 
Center of true fclicity and ſatisfaction. 

Every Man hath ſome delightful Object or 0- 
ther to which he ſacrifices his time, and the. 
ſtrength of his Aﬀections , as to a Deity. 

In this Sence, we ſhould make the Lord ozr 
Delight, that we may ſay with David, Pſal. 73. 
25. Whom have Tin Heaven but thee? and there . 
i none on Farth , whom T deſire in Compariſon. 

This Spiritual Delight in the Lord contains 
not only the ſerious Contemplation of his Di- 
vine Excellcncies in their ſuztableneſs to our pre- 
ſent,jand future State of Happineſs 3 whereby, a 
reſtleſs Defire to enjoy Union and Communion 
with God,in and thorow Chrift, is begotten 3 
but _ is the higheſt ſtep or Degree of 


Love, whereby a Soul weaned from Lulis and 
the 
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the World, Reſts fully fatisfyed in the chvice of 
the Lord for its Portion and Pattern, 

Thus, that Witchcraft which Creature-Vani- 
ties faltned on the Aﬀec@tions is taken off 3 by 
the more powerful Charm of Divine Love 3 
and Mans beſotted defires are reduced in ſome 
good Degree to their Original Liberty, Exccllen- 
cy and Purity; by fixing them on the Baſis of 
true Felicity. 

For, who could dcfire wore Happineſs, than 
to have a permillion to delight in the Lord,who 
of and ix himſelf is Sole,-and Al-ſufficient for 
his own infinite Contemplation and Enjoy- 
ment. 

Here weaned Souls may be ſwallowed up in 
admiration, by a Conftant, bound lets tran- 
{cendent Delight. Here alone is perfect fatis- 
faction, fo as to look out no farther for true 
fclicity. 

To make up this Dclight, there are all its In- 
gredients Eſſentially in the Lard. 

I. Reality of Worth. 2, Varicty of Ex- 
cellencies. 3. Sutability-to the Soul. 4. Suf= 
hciency to give Satisfaction, and a ſolid Per- 
mancncys 

I. Reality of matchleſs Worth, Therefore, 
it 1s folly and madneſs in finners, (o to 
obſerve any lying Vanity, which hath but a 
ſhadow of Beauty, as to negle& or contemn 
the chicfeſt Good, which is the Idea and Origi- 
1.41 of all Perfection. 2, In 
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In the Lord alone, abſiractedly conſidercd 
from all -Creatures, are all Excellencics Emi- 
nentially and tranſcendently, without any 
Compeſitios , Multiplication, or Diviſon. For 
himlelf is One Single , Intire, Abſolute, and 
Infinite PerteCtion 3 without Varzety or Variati- 
0M. ha 
Yet (r21lory Mortals, nay glorified Saints and 
Angels, cannot conceive of this Infinite Pertc- 
ction. without forming, dijtiad , ſucceſſive ap- 
prehenlions of the Divine Eſſence. For that 
*xcellency which is in God, 'ts not prefented 
all at once. The ſublimeſt, and pure Seraphine 
cannot mount up to him, to get any compre- 
henſrve diſcoverics of that Divine Beauty and 
Glory which to transf. rmingly, irradiates , and 
tranſcendently Conſtitutes them in an eftate of 
Happincls. 

This is the Ri aſon, why gloined Saints and 
Angels are conſtantly and immutably delighted 
in God becauſe , himfclt being the _ 
Object of thuir (atistaftion, 15 Eternally Oxe 
and the Same, Yet, he traufcends all thoſe di- 
{ina fuccfive avprebeyhons which are form- 
cd by thum in a Glorious Variety. This is both 
Beaurifol and Satisfying : It wins and holds 
Created Spirits Cloſe to it, withAdmiration,and 
a boundle{s Complacency. It preients and un- 
folds the Divine Effence jn a treſh degree of 
fipectirels, and it fets an Edg on tie Souls 
delight 
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delight with an eager kind of fixedueſ7. 

Conſider, that the Lord delights in kimfelf, 
becauſe he is Optimus Maxim, the chiefelt 
Goodneſs, and his own Ultimate End. into 
Whom, all his Love and Delight exprett upon 

the Creature, 15 Reſolved. Therefore, his Glo- 
ry Bcaming forth in the Creation, muſt be re. 
tected upon himſelf who only ſees himſclt in his 
own Light of Parity, and cnjoys himſelf in 
his own unparallePd Bearnty. 

In a ftri&t ſence, the Lord cannot look off 
trom himſelf, nor rcjoyce, nor tak? complacen- 
cy In any Created Excellency 3 becauſc Pays 
ſhed it in meaſure on the higheſt Order of Ange] 
that he might be more acknowledged and ad- 
mircd. 

Now, if thcre bea ſaitable Alſufticicncy in 
God to ſatisfie and delight himfclt 2 himſelf to 
all Eternity, then *tis but equitable, that Saints 
{hould conform to this Daty, parely to delight in 

the Almighty for himſclt. 

It is the Lord's pcculiar ard fole Prerogative, 
to challenge the delight of Saints and Angels. 
This is our ſafety rather. than ſervitede, or the 
Confinement of our Atlc&tions, to refer all our 
delires to bis Wiſdom, that he ſhould Judg of 
them by approbation or aifſike : This is tO rc- 
ſoive our very Being and Acting in the World, 
into the Sovercignty of his Fill, which 15 our 
Privitedg, and the Reftauration of ous Gcgence 

: att 
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rate Nature te its Divine and Primitive Inte- 
grity. 
The Soul is in a manner deprived of it ſelf, 
of its true Reſt, Contentment , Liberty, and 
Dominion over all paſſionate ſenſitive Defires, 
while it Centers zot in the Chietefſt Good which 
is more amiable than the Sozel it ſelf. 

It's thirſty propenſion will never ſuffer it (elf 
to be coxtrrouled nor fſatisfyed by any of thoſe 
{cnſual Dclights, which our Fancies offcr to 
ifs 
Thus the rareſt Muſick will not quiet th 
hungry Child, without the Mothers Breaſt. 

Ic is only Tht Selt-ſufficientGoodnels and ##- 
tained Archetype of Beauty and Bleſſednels, 
which our delight ſhould be conſtantly catching 
after, and converling with. This only can be- 
get true ſerenity of mind, becauſe it is Adequate 
to, yea, infinitely cxcels and excceds "hy vali 
unbounded defires of our Souls. 

O the Hippinels of That Chriſtian, who by 
Mortifhcation oft Self-Love', ſtretches out the 
affections of his Soul- upon the Immenſity of 
perfc&tion with the greateſt Freedome and 
Dclight. + 

Weancd Saints, know how to live out of 
themſclves, i and wpon God in Chriſt. In 
Thcir Divine imbraccs, 15 only ſafety and fatisfa- 
&ion to be cxpected,and not in thoſe texder En- 
&:arments, and ferfitive Gratitcations, which 
. WC 
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we- contrive or compaſs for our ſelves. 

Indeed, the Soul is zoo bigg for Earthly De- 
ſigns and Intereſts, This is the moſt Divine 
Lifc, when a Man Adts in the World upon E- 
ternal Deſignes 3 and is fo wholly devoted to 
the Lord, as xt to caſt the leaft glance of Ido- 
latrous Admiration toward any ſordid ſecular 
advantage, whereby the Heaven-boru Soul is 
inthralled, even while ſenſual Luſts ate grati- 
fied. 

Theſe cauſe Man to degenerate from hamſelf, 
to Pinion and Debaſe himſelf, in extending his 
Aﬀections upon Earthly Vaaitics. 

Would Chriſtians be more weaned from the 
purſuit of Luſts, and Worldly projects? Let 
them aſpire to be more ſuitable in their Diſpo- 
ſition and Converſation to the Father of their 
Spirits. 

It is only the Reftawration of the Divine I- 
mage (which produces an Harmony betwixt the 


| Lords Will and ours) which can elevate our 


hearts, and refine or ſpiritualize our Aﬀe&ions 
to delight in God abfiractedly for bitnſelf, 


| though he allure us not thereunto, by pouring 
can thus overſway the Natural inclination of the 
* Soul, that it ſhall deſiſt from living on the 


in upon us the Confluence of Creature-Com- 
forts. | 


It is #0 leſs than an Almighty Power, which 
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criledg) and ſhall ſettle its Choice on the moſt 
Abſolute, Intire, Univerſal Archetype of Beauty 
and Goodneſs. 

Let this therefore, be a Demonſtration of 
our Holineſs, and the ftreygth of Renewing 
Grace, that we can cheerfully fk and reject 
our own Intereſt, that the Lord may not be di{- 
appointed of the Exd of our Being and Acting 
in the World. 

Do not adopt his Intereſt unto yours only to 
ſerve your ſelves upon Him, and I dare ſay, the 
whole Creation ſhall ſerve you, to Facilitate 
your Obedience. 

This ſhall be the Happineſs of every weaned 
Self-denying Sair.t, whom the Lord delights to 
honour. I 

If we prefer him to our Delight, before a!l 
the compounded, ſhallow, fading Excellencies 
of the Creature, He can give us our hearts de- 
fares to the full, and will add no Sorrow with 
I, 

Together with the Confluence of Creature- 
Comforts, grow up greater Carcs 3 our Table 
many- times proves a Sxare, and our Supplies 
our' Surfeits. | 

But in the Complacential Love of God, is 
ro dangcr, no fear of Exceſs, or of making 
any forteiture. Here is nooccaſion of Repen- 
ance, for miſplacing of our hearts. 
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Other Delights cloy and fatiate, but do not 


ſatisfy. But Spiritual Joys yield freſh ſweet- 
neſs without Saticty. 


When we ſettle our Aﬀettions upon the Lord 


and his Excellencies, we tranſplant them from 
Earth to Heaven, to ripen in a better Climate. 
We loſe not, but only exchange our Joys for 
more ſolid durable refined Comforts. 
Regeneration, Adoption to an Heavenly Inhe- 
ritance, and the Kiſſes of Chriſt's Spirit, Sealing 
Communion with God through Chriſt, is a 
greater Cauſe of Glorying, than the higheſt 
Preferments in the World. Therefore let poor 
Saints rejoyce, that they are exalted in being 
weaned even to a Contempt of gilded Vanities 3 
and let Rich Saints Glory in this, that they are 
Spiritnally abaſed, and made vile in their own 
Eyes, as conſidering that Man is altogether Va- 
nity in his beft Eſtate : For when his Gracious 
endowments are improved to the higheſt pitch 
of excellency, they would yet fade away as the 
Beauty of a Flower, were they not rooted and 


| preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus. 


What Hypocrites become by the Art of diſ- 
ſimulation, appearing to Be that, and Ds that; 
which they neither Are, nor A# in Truth. 

Such ſhould Saints become;by the right Art of 
Spiritual weaning 3 

In the prudent regulation and compoſure of 
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as if they were not Men, but Aced like Angels 
while they walk in the pathetick ſtrains of Na- 
fUrEC. 

They muſt ſo contrive to bound and conceal 
their Paſſions tor the want or loſs of the Crea- 
ture, as if there were no reality in their weep- 
ing : Yea, in the higheſt Spring-Tide of pro- 
ſperity , they muſt rejoyce as if they rcjoyced 
not. - | 

Yet in the Exerciſe of Holy Dates, they 
muſt ſo expreſs reality, as it they were All Af- 
fefion, made up with nothing elſe. 

They muſt ſo weep for Sin, as if their Head 
were a Fountain of Tears; and ſo rejoyce in the 
Lord, and his Image drawn out upon their 
Hearts, as it they were Foy it ſelf. They muli 
ſo Cornmerce and Trade with Heaven, as it. 
they were a Flame of Zeal, an Holy-Covetouſ- 
neſs, and Emulation it ſelf. 

Yet, Saints are ſo weaned from Oftentation 


by humility, that though they be f#1/ of Holi- | 


nels they purſue after more eminent Degrees as 
it they had none at all. | 

In point of Self-denyal, he mourns for Sin, 
aS if he mourned x#ot, becauſe he counts it no 
Compenſation to Divine Ju tic, He rejoyces 
in the Acting of his Graces, as if he rejoyced 
not, becauſe, though they be admirable endow- 


ments of the New-Creatuie, yet they Eannot |} 


Createa Title unto Heavenly Glory as the Me- 
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ritorions Cauſe thereof. He trades with Chriſt 
in Holy Duties, as if he traded not, becauſe 
he atrributes no ſucceſs to his own skill and in- 
duſtry, yea, his Spiritual gains or advantages 
are reaped and poſſeſt without obfervation by 
Carnal Perſons 3 towards whom his Converſa> 
tion in Heaven, ( while himſelf remains a Pil- 
grim on Earth) is altogether a Myltery and a 
Riddlc. 

A weaned Self-denying Saint is filent and re- 
ſerved in driving on ſecret Communion with 
the Lord, yet is he not flight and remiſs, bur 
ſincerely fervent and fruitful in all the ways of 
Righteouſneſs. ; 

Thus Saints being weaned from their own 
Credit and Applauſe, mike the fiiteft and moſt 
active Projectors for Chritt's Honour and the 
Propagation of his Kingdom. 

But here it may be Objectcd by Chriſi's weak 
Babes, I fear I am not Spiritually weaned, be- 
cauſe I cannot afhrm that my Delight is fixed 
in the Lord. 

How little is my Mind Abſtracted from Con- 
verſing with empty ſhadows, and how deeply 
Immerſcd in ſenfitive feculent Delights 4 How 
ſeldom do the diſcoveries of the Lords infinite 
5 qi: transform me into a God-like 
Lite. 

To this I Anſwer, thus in the General. 
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T intended That foregoing CharaGter of wea- 
ned Saints, rather for the Imitation of Babes in 
Chriſt, than to aſſert it to be the minimum quod 


fic, the leaſt Eſſential qualifications, or Conſtitu- 


tive Properties of ſincerity in Evangelical Wean- 
lings. | 

Chriſtians who falily argue for a Nullity of 
Grace in themſelves from its Impotency, mult 
conſider, that the right Art of Spiritual wean- 
ing is not caſily l:arnt and pradiſ'd, becauſe it 
15 a Sacred Myſtery. 

Yet, New-born Saints are under the Con- 
duct of Chriſt's Spirit, who ſafely and tender- 
ly Icads them through the Labyrinth of the 
Worlds Perplexing Cares and Temptations,that 
they may not be devoured by the Minotaur of a 
Fleſh-pleaſing Senſuality. Chriſt's very Babes 
have a ſupcrnatural Sagacity and Inſtin& to 
foreſee their Dangers z and being conſcious 
of their own Infirmity *to refift Temptations, 
they have ſo much firength as to cry out 1n- 
ccflantly, Abba, Father, fuccour me with thy 
preventing aſſiſting Gracc, that I may carry on 
that Weaning. Deſign, co which by Baptiſm I 
Rand obliged. 

They cas and do claim ſpiritual Kindred with 
God himſelf, nor will they defift from pleading 
thr ſpiritual Intereſt in his Wiſdom, Power, 
Love, Goodne(s and Faithfulne(5,to ſhield them 
from Temptations , and to promote oe 
Selt- 
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Selt-denial to the Pitch of Heavenly-minded*s 
neſs. 

They will creep as well as they can, into the 
Preſence of their Father 3 when they cannot run 
the way of his Commandments with inlarg- 
ment of Aﬀection anſwerable to their de*- 
fire. 

They teſtifie their Love and Gratitude, their 
Prow eſs and Reſolution againſt fin, Satan and 
the World, as they are Able 3 therefore, they 
ſhall (chough weakly weaned) divide the Celc- 
tiial Inheritance equally with the Angels who 
Excel in ſtrength. 

Take a really weaned Saint at the loweſt Ebb 
of his Aﬀedcions Godward, yet, he is to be 
preferred before the moſt Zealous Hypocritez bc- 
cauſe as the World and his Lulis are the Foy of 
his Soul 3 fo the Creature is the Soxl of his Joy, 
and his Joy only the Blaze of the Crea- 
ture. | 

But the Newly weancd Chriſtian doth not fo 
cagerly intermedd!e with worldly conccrnments, 
as quite to Dezgenerate and Degrade himſfelt 
from his Spiritual Conſtitution, by becoming 
One Spirit with Senſitive Q2jeas of a Bale ale 
loy. 

He nevcr ſo mixes his Heart with, nor lifts it 
up to Creature-Vanities as quite to loſe the Sa+ 
gagity of his Soul, in not apprehending any 
cuick touch of the Divine Greatneſs, cx not 
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reliſhing the (weetneſs of the Infinite Goodneſs 
of the Lord. 

Still there is a more potent ſupernatural Prin- 
ciple within him drawing, off his heart from a 
Purſuit of the Dwunghil-Profits and beſotting- 
Pleaſures of the World. So that,as the Needle 
in the Mariners Compaſs, he is till reſtleſs till 
he Center in the Increated PerfeQions of the 
Supream Being , and Original Source of All 
things. 

Still he prays wean me and I ſhall be weaned, 
for thou art my Praiſe, that is, the ſuperexcc- 
lent Object of my Love and Delight. If at a- 
ny time Chriſt's weaned Pabes wonder at the 
Grandure, and wayder after the Allurements 
of the World, by a ſhort Gratification of their 
| Senſes 3 yet they ſoon check their folly, repent 
of it, lay a ſolemn Charge on their deluded 
Souls that they ſhould return to the Lord , as 
their Genuine Reſt , by compleat SatisfaCtion 
in Him alone. They beg to be eſtabliſht by the 
Magnetick Power and the moſt endearing Ob- 
ligations of Divine Love. | 

They exerciſe on themſelves all the Rules of 
Spiritual weaning, with the greateſt ſixineſs 
and ſeverity. 

Their Self-denial holds Pace with their gra- 
dual diſcoveries of the Lord's Excellencies. 
The motion of their Souls Heavenward,mounts 
up ſutably to their Acquaintance with their Hea- 
yenly 


(x37) 
venly Father. Their Spiritual Light and Life, 
are commenſuratc. 

The weakeſt Babe in Chrift digefts his Know- 
ledg into ftudious 8 ſincere Obedience,although 
be be not ſwift upon the Wing, becauſe a dull 
Earthly Body clogs his Generous Soul.Yet, That 
Divine Nature, which he hath received, will 
grow up to a ſtronger Conſtitution, till it caft 
and work out all thoſe Obſtrudtions of ſenſual 
Paſſions, which at preſent damp his Spiritual 
Zeal and Comfort. | 

There is ſuch an implanted principle of a Di- 
vine Life, diſplaying it (elf in every New-born 
Chriſtian 3 that the eſtimation of the Lord's 
lovely Beauty and infinite Worth Preponderates 
the excellencies of the whole Creation. 

If the Weakeſt of Chrift's Weanlings were 
put to his Chocie, whether he would loſe an 
Intereſt in God or the Creature 3 he would ra- 
ther  reje& with the greateſt abhorrency the 
the Worlds ſofteſt and tendereſt Imbraces, than 
thoſe pureſt Delights, which endear his heart to 
the Lord, in the midit of all Temporal wants 
and loſſes. 

It theLord ſhould fay to a truly weaned Saint 
thou ſhalt be freed from Hell, twelve Princes 
{hall proceed from thee, but I will not by Co- 
venant beſtow my felf upon thee, this very Re- 
ſtriction would be an Hel!, For it is only Pco+ 
pricty in God himſelf, which can ſatisfy a Gra- 
cious 
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cious heart. It will deny it ſelf to enjoy an 
Intereſt in God, but if the Lord deny his 
Loving-kindneſs which is better than Life 3 all 
other Enjoyments will be Joyleſs; a weaned 
Saint will write upon them all, The Glory #4 de- 
parted. | 

Then will Worldly Men believe, that you 
are in good earneſt in Profeſling your ſelves to 
be Pilgrims on Earth 3 that there is a Kingdom 
which cannot be ſhaken, which you are Expe- 
Ctants of,and Candidates for, when you moi de- 
ny and debaſe your ſelves, that God may be 
All in All. | 

Weaned Saints will deſcend by Humility, 
when they are advanced to the pitch of Heaven- 
ly-mindedneſs, or the greateſt Communicati- 
ons of the Lords Grace and Favour. 

Then they ſee moſt cauſe of abafing them» 
{clves by conſtant Dependency on the Lord. 

Creatures the more excellent they are in their 
Being and Operation, the more trail and brittle 
they would become, if left to a Selt-fubliften- 


CY» 
Even the Spirits of Juſt Mcn made perfect 
modeſily, and chearfully acknowledg that they _ 
thine with a Precarionus Excellency borrowed 
from that Fountain of Light , who Enamels 
their Crowns with Stars of Glory 3 therefore 
they cali them down at the Foot of the Lamb. 


Theſe Celctftial Favourites applaud not their 
own 
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own perfections; but while they ſun themſelves 
in the Rays of Chriſt's Divinity, they pay a 


gratctul Homage of Adoration to the Archetype. 


of their Bleflednels. 


The perfe& Viſfiou of the God of Glory be- | 


gets perfe&t Transformation in a Glorions State. 
Yet, the Saints Satisfaction is only in his = 
nion with, and Enjoyment of the Lord Himſelf, 
as the Eſſential and Intinite Obje&t of Happi- 
nels. 

In the mean time, as Sojourners upon Earth, 


they tread all fublunary Vanities under their. 


Feet. 

Weaned Chriſtians who wait upon the Lord, 
are compared to Eagles, Iſa. 40. 31. 

This King of Birds hath a ſtrong Wing , a 
ſwift Flight, a quick piercing Eye, and is uſu- 
ally ſecure trom the ſtroke of Thunder. Hea- 
venly contemplative Souls (while ſuch ) are a- 
bove the reach of Satan's Temptations. It is 
for Patts and Owls to fliencar the foggy dull 
Earth. But thESoul of a weaned Chriltian is 
of too Noble an Original to ſtoop fo low, as 
to think it can be beautifticd by the acceſſion ot 
any worldly accommodation. 

They afte& Earthly Conveniencies no fur- 
ther than they may be Advantages in ſeeking 
Heavenly Graces. By an Art of Spiritual 
Chymiltry they can ſublimate the unrighteous 
Mammon into true Charity, Honour into Hu- 
| mility 
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mility', and Worldly Pleaſure into a Recrea- 
tion of Divine Joy , becoming the News- 
Man. 

They Spiritualize all the droſs of the Crea- 
ture, they make a Divine improvement on that 
very indifferent Comfort, which Satan would 
Convert into a Snarc. 

They account a weaned State to be the Life of 
Heaven upon Earth. Thus they take a Survey 
of the Holy-Land, and enter Paradiſe in their 
thoughts before they take poſſeſſion in their Per- 
ſons. Little do Worldlings know what tran(- 
porting Delights weaned Saints enjoy in their 
ſecret Retirements from the World, 

Theſe Doves which ſeek Solitude for Holy 
Meditation, have the fulleſt diſcoveries of Hea- 
venly Glory. How are their Wings covercd 0- 
ver with Golden Apparitions, in clear Revela- 
tions from the Spirit of Truth,when their Judg- 
ments are not clouded with the groſs Fumes 
and Vapors of Terreſtrial Delights 3 nor their 
Afﬀections clog 'd by linking in the Bogs of Sen- 
ſuality ! | | 

The very Vices of Worldlings are improved 
by Chriſt's Weanlings, unto a Religious Imi- 
tation. Covetous Men (like Nero) cruelly dig 
into the Bowels of their Mother-Earth,to ſearch 
for Veins of Gold and Silver, which the God 
. of Nature hath on purpoſe hid, leſt they ſhould 


prove Traitors to his Majeſty, by winning 0- 
| ver 


ver our Aﬀccions unto Vanity: Yet, ſuch is 
their folly, that like Autews or Conſumptive 
Perſons, they think to recover the ſtrength of 
Contentment by ſmelling to , and embracing 
of the Earth. : 

But weaned Saints dig into the Rich Mines of 
the Scriptures, thereby to diſcover and poſſeſs 
themſelves of Chriſt, in whom are hid all the 
Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom, and the unſeen 
Joys of Celeftial Contemplation. Yet, are they 
not inquiſitive by a bold Curioſity, where God 
would have them Ignorant. | 

Weaned Saints being mindful of their Divine 
Original, make every Creaturc-Comfort a di- 
ſtin& round in Facob's Ladder, whereon they 
climb to Heaven 3 that they may obtain fuller 
Communion with the Father of their Spirits, 
to beget ſweeter and more ſatisfying Taſics of 
Divine Love and Bounty. 

They count -it Honor enough to be New- 
born from Above ,, and cfteem it a Chiefer part 
of their Felicity, that they are made meet and 
fit for Heaven, than that their Names are en- 
graven on their Celeſtial Manfions , ' be- 
fore they take the Triumphant Poſſeſſion. of 
them. 5 

They are highly Ambitious even in their Pil- 
grimage 3 yet *tis only to pleaſe the Lord in 
rheir Converſation , which is carried on im a 
Myſtery toward the World. 

They 
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They conſtantly Lye ſucking Iz pure Delights 
from the Ocean of Immenſe Felicity,with more 
than Epicurean gredineſs.When they obtain the 
Choiceſt and Richeſt Effufions of Divine Love, 
they are Covetouſly reſtleſs; and Impatiently 
- thirlty after more of the Invigorating Influen- 
ces of the Holy Spirit. 

They Bathe their Dove-like Minds not in the 
Letheax Lake of Senſual Pleaſures, but in the 
Chryſtal Streams of Truth and Righteouſneſs. 
They Prune thcir Wings (viz. the diſcompo- 
{:d Aﬀcions of their Souls by Heavenly Cir- 
cumſpection and Curiofity, Thcir hearts are 
impregnated with Zeal by the Spirit of Life and 
Righteouſneſs, yet are they not puft up with 
Pride, nor a conceited Selt-Su fficiency , under 
their higheſt attainments in Holineſs, or in 
Comfort. 

Other Creatures may forget and forſzke the 
Damme when weaned 3 but every Selt-denying 
Chritiian, morc cleaves to, and waits upon the 
Lord, as not able to ſubfift Alone, norlead a 
Separate Life from the Fountain of pure Joy , 
when molt incompaſt with the Enjoyments of 
the World, or the Comfortable quickning influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. 

Even in Heaven they (hall Moſt and Beſt ad- | 
mire, yea Adore thc Infinite Perfe&ions of God 
in Chrilt. They ſhall Etcrnally Acknowledg 
and Complacentially Deſcant on that Divine 
Power 
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Power which ſubje&ed them to a weaned E- 
ſfirangement from the World,or any Confidence 
in a Sclf-Righteouſneſs, according to that Af- 
ſertion of the Prophet Iſa. ch. 45, v. 25. In the 
Lord ſhall all the Spiritual Seed of Iracl be Fuſti- 
fied, and ſhall Glory. 

Thus they ſhall rejoycingly Acquicſce, not ſo 
in the State of their Perſonal Salvation, as Tri- 
umph in the Lamb of God, who Redeemed 
them by his Blood, from Werldly Allurements, 
and all pollutions of Flcth and Spirit. 

To this Author and Finiſher of our Faith, to 
this Pattern of Self- Abaſernent, who humbled 
Himſelf to the Death of the Croſs,that he mighe 
wean us from doting on Earthly Vanities, and 
raiſe our hearts to admire and chuſe the ever- 
Bleſſed Deity, for our Al-fatisfying Portion 3 be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, All Honour, Adoration, 
and Glory,both Now,and to all Eternity, Amen, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


